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Pastoral Update from Assembly Executive Secretary 
I write to you with the regrettable news that the Very Rev Andrew Norton has 
tendered his resignation as Moderator-designate of our General Assembly. 

As you will probably be aware, Andrew was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer in 
March this year, has undergone surgery, and has now commenced ongoing       
treatment. He is expected to make a full recovery and return to ministry. 

Andrew says that his resignation has been a very difficult decision. He allowed his 
name to go forward for election as Moderator with the encouragement of         
presbyteries and congregations throughout New Zealand and with a clear sense of 
God’s calling that he had much more to offer in leadership to the national 
Church. He has a deep love for the Church and commitment to its ongoing        
reformation, a Church he acknowledges as having at times not been united. In 
particular he mourns the politics, posturing and processes of General Assembly 
which have wounded so many people over the years, including himself. For many 
the price has been very high. 

Andrew’s health journey has understandably caused him to reconsider his        
priorities, how he exercises his ministry, and to make significant changes to his 
lifestyle. He is now looking forward to the new opportunities this decision will 
open to him and his family.  

We are grateful to Andrew for the significant contribution he has made to our 
Church, particularly during his time as Moderator, and for his continued              
leadership.  We wish Andrew a full and swift recovery. I know you will join me in 
prayers for Andrew and his family, friends and parish.  

Some of you may be anxious to know who will be our next Moderator. The Book 
of Order Advisory Committee has considered this matter and the Council of       
Assembly will be appointing a Commission of Assembly to formally receive        
Andrew’s resignation and to bring to the 2018 Assembly the name of a nominee 
for Moderator of the Assembly 2018-2020.   

Yours in Christ, Wayne Matheson, Assembly Executive Secretary  
 

Church Leaders support Bishop Victoria Matthews 
Our Presbytery Moderator, David Coster, along with several church leaders in 
Christchurch, have expressed their concern that while the fate of the Anglican 
Cathedral in Christchurch has become a seemingly complex issue, it must be     
remembered that people still need to be respected and the Anglican Diocese    
allowed to give their considered opinion in their due process. 

“For a considerable time we leaders of Christchurch Churches have quietly         
observed, with growing disquiet, our colleague Bishop Victoria being ridiculed and 
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Coming Up 

 Trinity & St Stephen’s Timaru 
50th Jubilee, 3-4 June 

 Presbytery Retreat:11-12 June 

 Mental Health and the 
Church: 22nd June at Hope  

 Induction of Rev Yvonne 
Smith at St Ninian’s—Sunday 
16th July, 4pm 

 PYM Connect: 21-23 July at El 
Rancho, Waikanae,            

 Motueka Uniting Parish  
Centenary—18-20 August 

 Next Presbytery Gathering: 
6-8 October in Timaru 

 Ethics & Risk Management 
training—Tues 21 November 
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her leadership called into doubt in numerous media reports. Recent comments 
have reached a point where we feel compelled, as the leaders of other Christian 
denominations, to write in support of Bishop Victoria and those who hold in trust 
the decision making responsibility for the Anglican Diocese of Christchurch with 
regard to all land and buildings owned by them.” 

The full text of this letter can be read here: Christchurch Church leaders’ message 
in support of Bishop Victoria Matthews 
 

Alpine Presbytery Resourcing Retreat 
Sunday 11 June – Monday 12 June (with optional resourcing day Tuesday 13th) 
Our retreats together are an opportunity to build relationships, reflect together, 
discern what God is saying, and take time out. This is our only retreat in 2017, we 
encourage all ministers and key leaders to join together. For more details on the 
retreat go to: alpinepresbytery.org/events/. Registrations close tomorrow—
Friday 2nd June. To register go to: https://goo.gl/forms/t1F9SOT01jt9R3053.  
 

Update from Presbytery Council Meeting, Thursday 25th May  
World Views: David Coster used the passage from Acts 17: 22–29 (Message    
version) and described the clash of world-views described in the passage. It’s   
interesting that Paul took time to look around the community he was in and see 
what was happening and what the beliefs and values of the society were. He 
quoted some poets of the time. He sought to understand the context and the  
culture before he talked about Jesus.  

We live today in a time when many are seemingly open to a wide range of ways of 
seeing ‘reality’. There is greater exposure to differing ethnicities, beliefs and     
cultures. Are we similar to the time Paul lived in? Do people really understand 
faith issues? Do people in the church understand them?  

With incidents like the latest tragic event in Manchester, we struggle to             
understand how some people hold a world-view or belief that is destructive? How 
can we get people to appreciate the value of life and faith? Perhaps we need to 
live more comfortably with questions rather than certainties in our connections 
with people? How else can we promote and make the gospel real in people’s 
lives?  

Note that Paul did not take an aggressive approach to people. Should we learn to 
engage with people in a way that is meaningful and acknowledges the worth of 
the people we are reaching? 

The Moderator constituted our meeting in prayer. 

People matters 
 The PCANZ Assembly Executive Secretary, Wayne Matheson, will be on leave 

during June & July and also attending a 500th celebration of the Reformation in 
Germany. While he is away Rev Sharon Ross Ensor will be Acting AES and will 
access any email/calls made to Wayne’s contact details; 

 As mentioned in last month’s summary, we look forward to Rev Yvonne Smith’s 
arrival in Christchurch in July to take up her position as minister at St Ninian’s, 
Christchurch. Please keep Sunday 16th July at 4pm free to come and welcome 
Yvonne at St Ninian’s; 

 Presbytery Council noted its thanks to Bob McCrindle who has just resigned as a 
member of the Property & Finance Committee from the Marlborough area. 
Bob’s contributions have been appreciated. 

Important Action required from all parishes! 
After the 2016 General Assembly there were some decisions made, and changes 
to our guidelines recommended, and all parishes are required to take note of 
these and respond as appropriate. The suggested changes to our PCANZ           
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Alpine Presbytery  
Strategic Framework  

Click here to download the  

Strategic Framework 

Presbytery Directory 

Click here to  download the latest 
version of the directory. Please 
continue to advise amendments 
or corrections to Gail in the      
Presbytery Office. New  versions 
are uploaded around the end of 
each month  
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guidelines (Book of Order regulations) need a response from every parish no lat-
er than the 30 November 2017 on the form provided in the document. We would 
ask every Parish Council/Session to refer to this and respond accordingly. The 
Alpine Presbytery itself will decide on the guideline changes at its Gathering 
(6th—8th   October in Timaru). 

You can access the document here: GA16 Decisions and Feedback 

Research into Continuing Education needs 
Knox Centre for Ministry and Leadership is conducting national research into the 
continuing education needs of ministry leaders across the PCANZ. Going forward 
they are keen to resource your development by designing learning opportunities 
that are relevant, accessible and empowering.  

But they want to hear from you what those might be. 

Committing to beginning by listening, a first round of inquiry will invite randomly 
selected ordained ministers to participate in short phone or skype interviews. 
Future inquiry will widen the contributing voices via focus groups. They look      
forward to partnering with you! 

There will also be a ‘listening exercise’ conducted by KCML at our October      
Presbytery Gathering in Timaru. 

Easter Camp - Lindisfarne 
Steve Rae sent through a report noting the team’s encouragement of their very 
good camp this year. Attendance was 45 including youth and leaders, with others 
visiting the camp over the Easter weekend. People came from a variety of 
churches and the speakers were greatly appreciated. Steve notes “all youth who 
attended had amazing opportunities to encounter God”. It was a great time of 
building relationships with God and each other. 

Strategy 
Hanmer Proposal: the proposal that was presented for discernment at the      
Presbytery Gathering has now been actioned with Strategy seeking permission to 
form a feasibility team and to conduct a building strengthening assessment on 
the St Andrew’s buildings at Hanmer. Information that comes from this feasibility 
will, in due course, be reported back to a future Presbytery Gathering.  

Presbytery Retreat: Plans are well in hand for the June 11–13 Presbytery Retreat 
planned at Hanmer Springs, with Rev Dr Carolyn Kelly, Chaplain at Auckland     
University, facilitating. Her working title is: In a world ripe for reforming,      
wherefore ministry? It is 500 years this year since Luther posted his challenges on 
the Wittenberg Door to the established church, but we are facing ongoing        
challenges of re-forming and new doors that need to be opened. Carolyn will   
reflect on ministry in these changing times in the light of the Reformation, and 
our context in 21st century NZ. She will focus on three loci of God's renewing  
action: Wells of Wisdom; Postcards from the Edge; Making Friends with Failure. 
There will be times of input, conversation, and reflection.   

Mission-Coaching: a new Mission-Coaching group is underway being trained by 
Darryl Tempero. 

HR matters 
 Presbytery reps on the Ministry Settlement Board for St Paul’s/St James 

(Ashburton) are Rev Brent Richardson (convenor), Rev Henry Mbambo and Liz 
Depree; 

 Presbytery reps on the Malvern Cooperating Ministry Settlement Board are 
Rev Phyll Harris (convenor) and Alan Ferguson with Rev Kathryn Walters as the 
Methodist Synod rep; 

 Presbytery approved a further 2 years’ extension of Rev Murray Talbot’s        
stated supply (50%) at Hope – West Melton Church. 
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Presbytery Contact Details 

For the Executive Officer, Rev 

Barry Ayers email to:   

presbyteryalpine@gmail.com 

For the Presbytery Resource 

Minister, Rev Darryl Tempero, 

email to: 

presbytery.resource@gmail.com 

Other items can be sent to the 

Office email address:   

alpinepresoffice@gmail.com 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/tvelhy8gbokufy1/GA%2016%20Decisions%20and%20Feedback.pdf?dl=0
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Property & Finance 
Updates from the Committee included: 
Church Property Trustees (PCANZ) have approved  
 the sale of land at Waiau (Amuri Cooperating) for a Council project for social 

housing; 
 St Martin’s Christchurch strengthening and rebuild project; 
 Maintenance at College Road, Timaru Presbyterian; 
 Sale of Cheviot church; 
 A lottery grant application for organ repairs at Kaikoura church; 
 An extension of time for sale of property at Tahunanui in Whakatu parish; 
 A re-build of an Orion sub-station on the site of the new St Paul’s Trinity Pacific 

church in Christchurch. 

Business matters from the Committee included: 
 Acceptance of the financial statement for the period ended 30th April 2017 

(view here) 
 Approval of an application from Plains parish for the sale of Lauriston Church; 
 Approval of an application from Whakatu parish for the purchase of a section 

for their new church. 

[Note – property applications approved by Presbytery still need final approval 
from PCANZ Church Property Trustees.] 

Alpine Mission Fund 
The Mission Fund Board is meeting on May 30th to further develop its policies 
and practises and to consider some Expressions of Interest that have been        
received. Access to application forms will soon be made available via our          
Presbytery website. 

GA18 Planning 
The next General Assembly is planned for Christchurch (at St Andrew’s College) 
from 3rd to 7th October 2018. We are in discussion with the national Methodist 
Church who are planning to hold their biannual Conference immediately before 
the General Assembly at the same venue. 

General 
Long-term Funding Plan for Presbytery: After discussion on this matter raised at 
the recent Alpine Presbytery Gathering, Council appointed a small task group to 
come back with a proposal for Council to consider on this important matter. A 
report will eventually go back to a future Alpine Presbytery Gathering; 

Proposal from Kids’ Friendly: After initial feed-back from Liz Whitehead the 
Council appointed a small task group to conduct a thorough review of children 
and youth ministry across the Presbytery to gain a clear strategic view to inform 
Presbytery Council for decision-making around resourcing these important areas. 
The task group (Liz Whitehead and Anne Stewart) is asked to report back by the 
July meeting of Council. To achieve this feedback we are launching an online    
survey which we would ask every parish to participate in as soon as possible. The 
survey is aimed at giving us a rapid snapshot of the situation across our           
Presbytery with respect to children & youth ministry, and can be found here: 
https://goo.gl/forms/nHLee1nsSr6uhIOI3 

Please note: this is not an ‘inspection’ of how well you are doing in these areas in 
terms of ‘success’ or ‘failure’—it is rather an attempt to see what is happening 
and how the Presbytery can possibly provide resource in the future. We will    
certainly appreciate your participation in this survey – thank you! 

Next Council Meeting: Friday 23 June 2017 at Cashmere Church in Christchurch. 
(Council is meeting one day later in June to enable people to attend the Mental 
Health & the Church seminar on Thursday 22 June hosted at Hope Hornby) 

Please Note – the above information from Presbytery Council is a summary of 

 

4 

Newsletter Items 

Please spread the news about 

what is happening in your area, 

and remember to share this  

Newsletter around your Parish. 

Forward the email, or print out 

copies for people to take and 

read.   

Details of events, or requests to 

be added to the distribution list, 

should be emailed to the office.  

Deadline for items for the next  

Newsletter is Thursday 8th June 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/4s8xcljkw8n5efa/April%202017%20Financial%20Stat.pdf?dl=0
https://goo.gl/forms/nHLee1nsSr6uhIOI3


recent decisions. For a full copy of the Presbytery Council Minutes please contact 
the Presbytery Office. 
 

Bishopdale College in Nelson 
Course selections are now open for Semester 2 at Bishopdale College in Nelson. 
If you’re interested in gaining a deeper understanding of Scripture, theology, 
leadership, or church history, have a look at the list of courses on offer at 
www.bishopdale.ac.nz/semester2. You can take courses as an audit student, or 
work towards gaining a formal qualification. Email registrar@bishopdale.ac.nz, or 
call 03 548 8785 for more information. Enrolments close 30 June, and classes 
start from July 17. 
 

Other Newsletters 
CWS Newsletter: the May newsletter can be accessed here on the CWS website  

World Council of Churches News: The World Council of Churches have regular 
news updates on their website: www.oikoumene.org/en/press-centre/news. Of 
particular interest in the latest news are items regarding Global Prayer to End 
Famine and the German Protestant Kirchentag opening to call for renewal of 
global order. 

Bush Telegraph: available on the PCANZ website— Bush Telegraph June 
 

From last week 
 Alpine Mission Fund 
 Moderator’s Pentecost Message 2017 
 Church Architecture Reference Group 
 Resources from the Presbytery Gathering 
 From the Kids Friendly Team 
 PCANZ Finance Newsletter 
 Mental Health and the Church - Seminar 
 NZ Christian Network Newsletter 
 Coordinator –Families and Youth Ministry 
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Share the News! 

Please share this Newsletter 

around your Parish, especially 

with members of Session/Parish 

Council and all office bearers.  

Forward the email, or print out  

copies for people to take and 

read. 

If anyone wants to go on the  

distribution lists to receive the 

Newsletter directly, please      

forward their details to Gail in  

the Alpine Office:   

alpinepresoffice@gmail.com 

Dropbox link for documents mentioned in this newsletter: control & click,  

or copy and paste the link to your browser:  

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/5k528skz4niqhgg/AABDjLatKUt2-C2reVHA6hVza?dl=0 

http://www.bishopdale.ac.nz/semester2
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