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Moderator’s Easter Message 2017  
Engage with the World: Easter Hope 
I read a good quote the other day. It goes: ”Everything good is uphill”. It’s true in 
my experience. No matter what we do, the good stuff costs. It costs time, it costs 
energy, it costs all the other things that we could be doing which may be more 
enjoyable for us. Easter is perhaps the ultimate demonstration of the truth of the 
saying. The very best thing in the universe cost the life of the very best person—
Jesus Christ, the son of God.  

There’s a kind of “cargo-cult” around the Church these days that insists that it’s 
God’s job to just give us stuff and that somehow we are all owed the best of     
everything. Now, I believe God is our provider and I believe that God wants the 
Church to be a place of abundance, but I don’t believe that God ever just lands us 
with that abundance because we want it. 

As a parent I know that doing something like this for my own children would     
never have been good for them. Learning the cost of something was always     
necessary for them to understand the value of anything.  

At Easter we’re given the greatest gift of all—time: the gift of a new relationship 
with God, free, gratis and for nothing. God is ready and willing to engage with  
anyone who will take God’s word for it. Believe and receive, but this means we 
must engage. The Gospel is the greatest message of hope in the world. But how 
can we let the world know in this day and age of incredible apathy and cynicism 
around Christianity?  

The answer begins with the same dynamic that characterises the whole Easter 
event in the Gospels—we must engage. The Church has arisen from God’s         
deliberate plan to engage a rebellious and lost world. We need to follow this    
example and engage the world with the Easter story. Up and down the country 
churches are preparing to invite their communities to experience Easter by      
holding walk-through or even drive-through audio-visual experiences of the Easter 
story. Others are holding special invitational services, and some are trying other 
new things that are creative and engaging.  

I would love to highlight what you’ve done this Easter, so please record the event 
and send me some pictures and a description of what you did and how it was    
received by the wider community. Let us know so we can post something about it 
on the Church Facebook page. Share with our wider family the hope you are 
bringing to your community.  

He is truly the hope of the world. Let’s help the world to realise this! 

God Bless you and yours this Easter.  
Richard Dawson, Moderator, Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New Zealand 
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Coming Up 

 Bach's St John Passion: Good 
Friday, April 14th, at St Mary's 
Pro-Cathedral 

 Closing Service for  
Lauriston Church—Sunday 30 
April 

 Songs of a Distant Land:  
Sunday 30th April, 2:30pm, 
Knox Church 

 Presbytery Gatherings: 
28-30 April in Christchurch 
6-8 October in Timaru 

 STARR Thirty Years on:  
Celebration at St Andrew’s 
Rangi Ruru, 14th May 

 South Island Ministry Confer-
ence: 16—18 May East Taieri 
Church, Mosgiel  

 Presbytery Retreat—11-12 
June 

 Mental Health and the 
Church: 22nd June at Hope 
Presbyterian. 

 PYM Connect: 21-23 July at El 
Rancho, Waikanae,            

 Motueka Uniting Parish  
Centenary—18-20 August 

 Ethics & Risk Management 
training—Tuesday 21st  
November 

mailto:alpinepresoffice@gmail.com
mailto:presbyteryalpine@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/Alpine-Presbytery-1174600642554906/timeline/


Flood Appeal 
Moderator Richard Dawson has posted on his blog news about flooding in the town 
of Edgecumbe and help required:  
“On behalf of our friends in the Whakatane parish and their minister Rev Chris     
Barnard I draw your attention to the needs of the communities who have been   
badly affected by the floods of last week…While there are a number of appeals for 
those affected by the floods, the Whakatane parish are also working hand-in-hand 
with other churches to help in any way they can. Together they seek to raise funds 
to assist….Donations can be made through their trust, Have a Heart Charitable 
Trust: 06 0489 0242960 00. Even small donations of $2 - $5 will make a big 
difference.  
The full text of the blog post can be read here: 
https://moderator.presbyterian.org.nz/2017/04/11/edgecumb/   
 

Alpine Presbytery Gathering: Friday 28th to Sunday 30th April 
CHANGE OF VENUE: Unfortunately we will not be able to use the new Village 
Church building in Bryndwr, so the venue has now changed to St Albans' Uniting 
Church, corner of Knowles St and Nancy Ave. Sunday morning worship will still 
be at the new St Andrew's College Chapel.  The Gathering will begin at 2.30pm 
on the Friday and conclude at lunchtime on the Sunday.  

Registrations for this event close on Thursday 20th April. Click on this link: 
https://goo.gl/forms/opmSyOeuW7o6kqlt1, or go to the Presbytery website’s 
“Events” page—alpinepresbytery.org/events, where you can also find out more 
about what is happening at the Gathering. 

All Alpine Presbytery members (i.e. Presbytery Elders and Ministers) are       
invited to this event and, more than that, we are inviting every member of our 
parishes to come along and attend the Gathering. 

Costs: 
 Whole Gathering (Friday afternoon through to Sunday morning), including 

meals: $65 
 Friday only (including evening meal): $25 
 Saturday, whole day (Lunch and evening meal): $40 
 Saturday morning (including lunch): $20 
 Saturday afternoon (evening meal, but no lunch): $20 
 If no meals are required, cost is $15 for the whole weekend; $5 for Friday 

only; $10 for Saturday only. 
 

Accommodation needed for Presbytery Gathering 
Several people from outside of Christchurch are seeking accommodation for 
when they are at the Presbytery Gathering (28th-30th April). If you are able to 
offer a billet—regardless of whether you are attending yourself—please contact 
the  Presbytery Office with details (alpinepresoffice@gmail.com) 

Those requiring billets are asked to indicate this on the registration form. 
 

Invitation to STARR Thirty Years on:  
Celebration Church Service at 10.00am on Sunday 14th May 2017 to celebrate 
the shifting of St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church from its former Christchurch 
Hospital Corner Site to its current home at Rangi Ruru Girls’ School. This service 
will also mark 30 years of John Dodgshun's service as St Andrew's Church         
Organist, and will be followed by a light lunch. There will be a Celebration Organ 
Concert at 1.30 pm. 

Download poster here. RSVP for catering purposes by Monday 8 May to the 
church office (03) 355 6601 or email standrewsatrr@xtra.co.nz  
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Presbytery Contact Details 

Email for the Executive Officer, 

Rev Barry Ayers should be sent 

to:   

presbyteryalpine@gmail.com 

 

Email for the Presbytery        

Resource Minister, Rev Darryl 

Tempero, should be sent to: 

presbytery.resource@gmail.com 

 

Other items can be sent to the 

Office email address:   

alpinepresoffice@gmail.com 

Presbytery Directory 

Click here to  download the latest 
version of the directory. Please 
continue to advise amendments 
or corrections to Gail in the      
Presbytery Office. New  versions 
are uploaded around the end of 
each month  
 

 

Alpine Presbytery  
Strategic Framework  

Click here to download the  

Strategic Framework 

https://moderator.presbyterian.org.nz/2017/04/11/edgecumb/
https://goo.gl/forms/opmSyOeuW7o6kqlt1
https://alpinepresbytery.org/events/
mailto:alpinepresoffice@gmail.com
https://www.dropbox.com/s/w0b90mlbp5wcvsz/STARR%20Celebration%2014%20May%202017.pdf?dl=0
mailto:email%20standrewsatrr@xtra.co.nz
mailto:presbyteryalpine@gmail.com
mailto:presbytery.resource@gmail.com
mailto:alpinepresoffice@gmail.com
https://www.dropbox.com/s/l4pltt4r37obys8/AP%20Directory%20March%202017.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/3q8spya50h7p8e9/Alpine%20Presbytery%20Strategic%20Framework%20May%202015.pdf?dl=0


Presbytery Retreat 
3.30pm Sunday June 11 - 4.30pm Monday 12 June, at Hanmer Springs 
Guest: Rev Dr Carolyn Kelly 
Optional extra day for those able to stay on for more conversations and           
collegiality: Tuesday June 13 
Further details soon; Mark it in your diaries; all welcome 
 

South Island Ministry Conference 
Tuesday 16 to Thursday 18 May, East Taieri Church, 12a Cemetery Rd, Mosgiel  
We aim for this to be a place of real people sharing their story, both the joy 
and the pain. Experienced people in ministry sharing from their journey. Great 
opportunities for kicking around crunch issues and sharing good ideas. Heaps 
of fun and encouragement. Worshipping together and encouraging one another 
in prayer & fellowship.  

KEYNOTE SPEAKER: GEOFF NEW, Dean of Studies at Knox Centre for Ministry 
and Leadership. Previously he was minister of Papakura East Presbyterian 
Church (1997-2015).  

Download Brochure here. Registrations to be received by: Tuesday 2 May 2017; 
Early Bird Registrations close on Friday 21st April, so register now to save some 
money! You can register at http://www.etchurch.co.nz/conference/registrations 
 

Introduction to Preaching Course 2017  
Theology House, Level1, 10 Logistics Drive, Harewood.  
For all potential, budding and beginning preachers. Six Tuesday evenings, 7.30-
9.15pm on May 2, 9, 23, 30 and June 6, 13. With Nick Mountfort, Stephanie 
Robson and Peter Carrell. Cost: $60. Max 10 places.  

Register/enquiries to Jill Short, admin@theologyhouse.ac.nz, 03 341 3399 by 
Friday 28 April latest. 
 

Weaving Threads 

This new newsletter is to showcase the collections of the Presbyterian Research 
Centre (Archives). The first issue, which can be found here: https://
presbyterianresearch.atavist.com/newsletter,  features images from “Sights and 
Sounds of Easter” an Easter  drama production performed by several Dunedin 
churches in 2000, an article on an ANZAC theme by Yvonne Wilkie, who looks at 
the Rev. James Gibb, who evolved from being an ardent patriot at the opening 
of the First World War, to being a pacifist by its close, and a look at images tak-
en by Presbyterian missionaries in China, during the Japanese invasion at the 
start of the Second World War. This issue closes with a practical article looking 
at what kinds of  material parishes should send to the Archives.  
 

3DM discipleship learning community 
A number of churches around the world have found the tools and material of 
the 3DM Network very helpful to aid discipleship, and a 3DM learning            
community is being formed in Christchurch in May. The purpose of a Learning 
Community is to support and resource leaders and their church on their journey 
of missional discipleship. It is based around four gatherings which take place 
every six months over a period of two years, and participants committing to   
being part of a regular discipleship group, at the same time leading one. Brief 
information can be found here:  
https://www.eventbrite.co.nz/e/missional-discipleship-chch-learning-
community-1-tickets-15823847554?mc_eid=09927a9915&mc_cid=890d2d5b31 

It is possible we may have some funding to help with the costs of this. An on-
line information conversation is being held 3pm Wednesday 26th April. To learn 
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Share the News! 

Please share this Newsletter 

around your Parish, especially 

with members of Session/Parish 

Council and all office bearers.  

Forward the email, or print out  

copies for people to take and 

read. 

If anyone wants to go on the  

distribution lists to receive the 

Newsletter directly, please      

forward their details to Gail in  

the Alpine Office:   

alpinepresoffice@gmail.com 

Newsletter Items 

Please spread the news about 

what is happening in your area!  

And remember to share this  
Newsletter around your Parish,  
especially with members of  
Session/Parish Council and all 
office bearers. Forward the 
email, or print out copies for 
people to take and read.   
 

Details of events, or requests to 

be added to the distribution list, 

should be emailed to:   

alpinepresoffice@gmail.com 

 

Deadline for items for the next  

Newsletter is Thursday 20th 

April 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/3xrq9bo6oicwe6z/SI%20Ministry%20Conference%202017.pdf?dl=0
http://www.etchurch.co.nz/conference/registrations
mailto:admin@theologyhouse.ac.nz
https://presbyterianresearch.atavist.com/newsletter
https://presbyterianresearch.atavist.com/newsletter
https://www.eventbrite.co.nz/e/missional-discipleship-chch-learning-community-1-tickets-15823847554?mc_eid=09927a9915&mc_cid=890d2d5b31
https://www.eventbrite.co.nz/e/missional-discipleship-chch-learning-community-1-tickets-15823847554?mc_eid=09927a9915&mc_cid=890d2d5b31
mailto:alpinepresoffice@gmail.com
mailto:alpinepresoffice@gmail.com


more about this initiative, and for more information please contact Darryl     
Tempero on 027 5560055 or presbytery.resource@gmail.com.  
 

Workplace Support –Board Member 
Inter-church Trade and Industry Mission (ITIM) trading as Workplace Support is 
an Employee Assistance Provider (EAP). They provide independent and           
confidential on-site staff support to employees of their client companies and 
organisations. They also offer wrap around services such as Counselling,           
Professional and Ministry Supervision, Critical Incident Response, Financial   
Mentoring, Training and Consultancy.    

ITIM  is currently looking for an additional Board Member to serve in a voluntary 
capacity on the ITIM Board. Recent experience in either Human Resource,       
Information Technology or Sales and Marketing would be desirable skills to 
bring to the Board, although that should not preclude those who have a passion 
for workplace well-being.   

Our vision is to see workplaces in New Zealand Aotearoa that are healthy and 
fulfilling places which promote the value, personal dignity and well-being of    
everyone at work. If you can align to this vision then we would like to hear from 
you. 

Workplace Support is an Incorporated Society with charitable status.  

For further information about Workplace Support please visit our website 
www.workplacesupport.co.nz and for further information about this position 
please contact John Bennett, Board Chairperson at jsbennett@clear.net.nz   
 

BushFire 

The April edition of the monthly newsletter of PWANZ can be downloaded here. 
Updates include: 

 Women's Assembly to be held in November 2017 

 Dunedin scholarship recipients 

 Mission project focus 
 

From last week 

 The Missional Church in Aotearoa 
 Ethics & Risk Management training for Ministers & key leaders 
 Streets Ministry 
 Songs of a Distant Land—30th April, 2:30pm, Knox Church, Christchurch 
 Bach's St John Passion—Good Friday, 8pm at St Mary's Pro-Cathedral  
 PYM Connect—21 July to 23 July  
 Wairau Youth and Family Trust: Community Children’s Worker 
 Marketing and Communications Manager—Hope Presbyterian  
 Newsletters: 

 PCANZ Finance Newsletter March 2017 
 WCRC eNews: March 2017 
 The Buzz—Presbyterian Youth Ministry Newsletter 
 Bush Telegraph April 2017 

 

4 

Dropbox link for documents mentioned in this newsletter: control & click,  

or copy and paste the link to your browser:  

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/5k528skz4niqhgg/AABDjLatKUt2-C2reVHA6hVza?dl=0 

mailto:presbytery.resource@gmail.com
http://www.workplacesupport.co.nz
mailto:jsbennett@clear.net.nz
https://www.dropbox.com/s/7ze07egkvzbocgn/Bush%20Fire%202017%20-%20April%20.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/5k528skz4niqhgg/AABDjLatKUt2-C2reVHA6hVza?dl=0

