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A difficult challenge for Christchurch 

With the Civil Defence Emergency now declared and people being evacuated from 
some hill suburbs you might have, or know of people who might have, room to 
accommodate people in your home or church facility. If so, please search on    
Facebook for "Evacuation Housing" and post your availability (it is a public page) 
or contact Civil Defence on (03) 941 8999, or better still email them on              
welfare@selwyn.govt.nz and let them know as soon as possible. 

Our Presbytery Moderator, Rev David Coster, and Rev Kathryn Walters (Methodist 
Superintendent) have sent this message to Civil Defence and Fire Service: 
On behalf of the Presbyterian and Methodist Churches in Christchurch we would 
like to offer whatever assistance and support we can to your staff, their families 
and displaced people as you attend to the current crisis in battling the fires.  

This may be by way of making available meeting or gathering spaces through our 
network of churches and halls, a quiet and safe space and/or listening ear, to 
providing meals or accommodation. Please let us know in what way we may be of 
assistance and service and we will engage our network appropriately. 

Meanwhile please know that all of you continue to be in our thoughts and prayers. 

Please be aware that, if needed, we have access to counselling support for any 
people/families affected by the fires. Please contact the Presbytery Office for    
details. 
 

Grant Applications 
The next round of grant applications closes at the end of February for                  
consideration in March. For details of grants available and their purposes, please 
see the Alpine Grants Information Sheet. Any queries please contact Ann        
McMillan (galatos.mcmillan@gmail.com, phone 027 325 0397), or the Alpine 
Presbytery Executive Officer, Rev Barry Ayers (presbyteryalpine@gmail.com, 
phone 021 264 9677) 
 

Resourcing Preachers 
For all experienced and learning preachers and those interested in the important 
topic of preaching, we have the privilege of having Rev Dr Geoff New (Dean of 
Studies at Knox Centre for Ministry and Leadership—KCML) coming to lead a 
Preaching Workshop at St Luke’s Church Christchurch North - corner of Main 
North Rd and Daniels Road, on Saturday 11th March 2017 from 9.30am till 4pm. 
Geoff will also talk briefly about a range of workshops he is planning to offer next 
year. The Preaching workshop is the first, and is designed to be very practical with 
good resourcing. Plan to come and feel free to invite others!  

Registration is now open. Use this link: goo.gl/forms/vYhHaYuoYQl0jYO72, or    
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Coming Up 

 A Prayer Service for          
Christchurch—Transitional 
Cathedral, Wednesday 22  
February 2017 at 6pm  

 Preaching Workshop: 11th 
March 

 Presbytery Gatherings: 
28-30 April in Christchurch 
13-15 October in Timaru 

 Mental Health and the 
Church: 22nd June at Hope 
Presbyterian. 
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register via the Presbytery website “Events” page: alpinepresbytery.org/events 

Cost will be $15. Please bring lunch (there are also nearby places where you can 
purchase lunch); coffee & tea will be provided on-site. 

 

Induction at Temuka 

A full church at Trinity, Temuka     
gathered to celebrate the induction 
of Rev Gene Lawrence as new      
minister in Temuka parish. Gene and 
family (Mariapia and daughters 
Dominique and Giovanna) have 
come down from the central North 
Island to become part of the faith 
community in this region.  

Rev Darryl Tempero noted that this 
is a great example of a church    
working through the mission-
planning process, discerning what 
God is calling the people to do, then 
determining who could come and 
have the skills and gifts to encourage 
the team. 

Rev Phil Bettany, basing his message 
from Ephesians 4: 1-7 & 11-16,     
encouraged both Gene and the 
Temuka congregation to appreciate 
each other's gifts and work together 
in the love of Jesus to serve the wider community. 

Presbytery welcomed Gene and family into our area. We look forward to the 
Temuka Church growing and developing in the time ahead. 
 

A Special Day for Hope Church ChCh 
The eleven congregations of Hope Church gathered for a special celebration  
service at the Lincoln Events Centre last Sunday morning, 12th February. Several 
hundred attendees shared in worship together and supported Rev Marty      
Redhead as he was ordained and inducted as assistant minister of Hope, and 
also supported Stephen Talbot as he was commissioned to lead the Rolleston 
congregation.  

There was a sense of excitement 
for the future, echoed by senior 
minister    Hamish Galloway, who 
addressed the gathered crowd. 
Retired minister Murray Talbot 
also talked warmly of witnessing 
the ‘passing on of the baton’ 
with the appointment of younger 
leaders in the church.  

Our Moderator, David Coster, led 
the ordination and induction of 
Marty and the local church leaders commissioned Stephen. 

The people of the various Hope Church congregations are looking forward to a 
future full of opportunities and encouragement and are very thankful for the 
leading of God’s Spirit over the years. 
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Presbytery Contact Details 

Email for the Executive Officer, 

Rev Barry Ayers should be sent 

to:   

presbyteryalpine@gmail.com 

 

Email for the Presbytery        

Resource Minister, Rev Darryl 

Tempero, should be sent to: 

presbytery.resource@gmail.com 

 

Other items can be sent to the 

Office email address:   

alpinepresoffice@gmail.com 

Presbytery Directory 

Click here to  download the latest 
version of the directory. Please 
continue to advise amendments 
or corrections to Gail in the      
Presbytery Office. New  versions 
are uploaded around the end of 
each month  
 

Alpine Presbytery  
Strategic Framework  

Click here to download the  

Strategic Framework 

Top: Rev David Coster & Rev Gene Lawrence 

Bottom: The people of Temuka welcoming Gene  

and his family. 
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Newsletters & eNews 
 The latest Kids Friendly eNews is available from their website: 

www.kidsfriendly.org.nz. It includes details of the Kids Friendly Planning  
Calendar - a great resource to help you plan your year. Also, this is the final 
week for registering for the Andy Root teaching “Encountering Christ in 
community together” at KCML.   
Are you Kids Friendly? The Kids Friendly Ideals and Self-review process has 
helped many of our churches develop an intentional plan for ministering to     
children and families and embed a Kids Friendly ethos. Find out more about    
Becoming a Kids Friendly church or talk to the Kids Friendly team. 

 The latest update from Christian World Service can be found on their      
website: www.cws.org.nz 

 BushFire (PWANZ Newsletter) February 2017 edition can be downloaded 
here.  Highlights include: Birthday Mission Gift origins; National Gathering 
2017 dates; Donation rebate reminder. You are asked to remember the 
PWANZ delegates to United Nations in your prayers, as they prepare to   
journey to New York.   

 WCRC eNews: January 2017 can be viewed here, and includes: Call to      
Action; Lombard Prize; General Council Preparation. 

 

Children’s Bible Ministries  
CBM offer one day training and development courses for anyone wanting     
training in children’s ministry, whether it be as a CRE teacher, Children’s 
Church leader, parent or grandparent.  All Training held at CBM Training Centre, 
9 Walters Road Mount Eden Auckland. 

Follow this link to their 2017 Children's Ministry training Information listing the 
year’s schedule.  

The first training day for 2017 is First Things First Seminar on 25th February. All 
enquiries to CBM: Ph: (09) 630-5271 Email: info@cbm.org.nz Website: 
www.cbm.org.nz  
 

NZ Christian Network 
NZ Christian Network are building towards the 8th Christian Leaders Congress, 
Keynote speaker will be Dr Rosalee Velloso-Ewell, Executive Director of the   
Theology Commission of the World Evangelical Alliance, and she will be sharing 
both theology and some very practical applications. 

More details at: www.nzchristiannetwork.org.nz/congress-2017 
 

From last week 
 Christchurch East visit to Cheviot 
 Lent Devotional— “Risk” 
 Church and Community Centre Administrator, St Mark’s Avonhead  
 Compass Seminars NZ: Motivational Interviewing 
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Share the News! 

Please share this Newsletter 
around your Parish,  especially 
with members of Session/Parish 
Council and all office bearers.  
 
Forward the email, or print out  
copies for people to take and 
read.  
 
If anyone wants to go on the   
distribution lists to receive the 
Newsletter directly, please      
forward their details to Gail in  
the Alpine Office:   
alpinepresoffice@gmail.com  

Newsletter Items 

Please spread the news about 

what is happening in your area!  

And remember to share this  
Newsletter around your Parish,  
especially with members of  
Session/Parish Council and all 
office bearers. Forward the 
email, or print out copies for 
people to take and read.   
 

Details of events, or requests to 

be added to the distribution list, 

should be emailed to:   

alpinepresoffice@gmail.com 

 

Deadline for items for the next  

Newsletter is Thursday 23rd 

February 

Dropbox link for documents mentioned in this newsletter: control & click,  

or copy and paste the link to your browser:  

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/5k528skz4niqhgg/AABDjLatKUt2-C2reVHA6hVza?dl=0 
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