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Coming Up 

 Kowai Presbyterian Parish 
150th Anniversary— 26th-27th 
November 

My friends in the Alpine Presbytery. 

This last Monday, in the early hours of the morning, our lives were once again 
shaken by the earthquakes in North Canterbury and the Kaikoura coast. At       
present we are unable to make physical contact with people in Waiau, Kaikoura 
and parts of the Awatere Flaxbourne parish.  

On your behalf I have been in contact with each of the Ministers in the parishes 
badly affected by the earthquake and aftershocks offering our support and       
prayers. At present Kaikoura is isolated from the rest of New Zealand, and the Rev 
Dawn Daunauda, of the Awatere Flaxbourne Co-Operating parish, informs me that 
she is unable to travel to offer pastoral support to the people in Flaxbourne and 
the Kekerangu areas. My experience tells me that the damage to homes and 
property, plus the isolation and aftershocks will place great pressure on             
relationships as people struggle to cope with everyday tasks.   

Within the next week, when needs become clearer and we are able to receive 
advice from those on the ground in the affected areas, the Presbytery Council will 
advise you of how we can all best assist. With so many at General Assembly in 
Dunedin and communications with the Rev Alistair McNaughton in Kaikoura         
intermittent, we are restricted in our normal decision making processes. However 
this does not stop us spiritually supporting each other through prayer and       
providing as much human love and support as we are able to in the current      
circumstances. Please remember in your prayers those affected by the               
devastation in North Canterbury and Marlborough. Please also pray for those in 
the lower North Island who also have been affected. 

PS: Please also remember in prayer those at General Assembly in Dunedin. 

David Coster, Moderator, Alpine Presbytery 
 

Updates from affected areas 
Rev Nancy Jean Whithead at Amberley and Cheviot reports…. 
On the whole things are OK. Our people in Cheviot, who all live in the village or 
Gore Bay, say there has been minor damage but nothing that they can’t deal 
with. It is the area immediately north—Parnassus, Conways Flat and Spotswood—
where things are not good. Far worse than Cheviot is Waiau—part of Amuri       
Parish. Houses have been destroyed and there is no power, water or cellphone 
coverage. A number of our people have family there and the Amberley Probus 
group is organising baking etc. to go up there tomorrow.    

Helen Clyde Smith at Hanmer reports....  
I am pleased to inform you that there have been no reports of significant damage 
to property or injury to any person in Hanmer Springs. As with most areas around 
the central points of the earthquake lots of broken and damaged falling items 
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from shelves etc. Nothing too significant. The road in is now fully cleared but 
only open one way as a precaution from aftershocks causing further slips. Trucks 
have been allowed to go over the bridge. So Hanmer Springs is in good heart and 
getting on with it.   
Sadly this is not the case for our neighbours with Rotherham to Waiau and all 
surrounding area very impacted so I am sure the Amuri co-operating parish will 
need support. A number of houses and buildings destroyed with land damage 
and road issues in the Waiau district. 

Contact with the St Paul’s parish in Kaikoura has been intermittent but the Rev 
Alistair Mcnaughton and the congregation have been working hard to provide 
hospitality and meals for tourists and support for each other. They have even 
been organizing movies at the church to provide light relief. The church building 
has held up well. Alistair asks for our prayers and notes supplies of tea and 
coffee are running low, but hopefully new supplies are coming in with the arrival 
of the defence personnel.  The Stuff website reports on stranded tourists in     
Kaikoura being overwhelmed by generosity, and St Paul’s hosting of tourists is 
mentioned about halfway down this article: www.stuff.co.nz/
national/86460484/Stranded-Kaikoura-tourists-overwhelmed-by-generosity-as-
helicopters-fly-evacuees-out 
Kaikoura depends on tourists for two thirds of its economy. For the long term 
future it will be a cul de sac from the south as the road to the north is so badly 
damaged. They want people to see Kaikoura is a nice quiet place to come for a 
holiday as the tourist trade is so important. The uplifting of the seabed by one 
and a half metres has left the whale watch boats stranded on rock. But the uplift 
has a positive in that it protects them a little more from sea level rise.  

Colin Price at Amuri reports that the 
church at Waiau looks as if it is  munt-
ed. He reports…. Some in Waiau and 
surrounding districts have real issues 
with housing and services, dairy units 
smashed or off bearings. 2000 cows 
shipped out of Emu Plains yesterday as 
milking facilities smashed.  
There were heaps of service people in 
Waiau yesterday so things will im-
prove. There will be challenges of long 
term dealing with trauma and stress 
as we know from Christchurch. We 
appreciate your prayers. 

 
Alpine Presbytery Earthquake Relief Fund 
People have asked how they can help in the aftermath of the devastating     
earthquake. We are aware that there are significant concerns across parts of 
our Presbytery affecting Amuri Parish, the Hurunui, Kaikoura, the Awatere      
Parish and Blenheim. 

We do ask that churches across our Presbytery encourage everyone to pray for 
people affected by this tragedy. 

We also invite people to donate to a special Alpine Presbytery Relief Fund that 
will be created to support those most affected in the time ahead. Contact Gail at 
alpinepresoffice@gmail.com to request the bank account details, or post 
cheques to: Alpine Presbytery, P.O. Box 42120, Tower Junction Post Shop, 
Christchurch 8149. Our Moderator will monitor the use of this fund with the 
assistance of pastoral guidance from key leaders.  
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Presbytery Directory 

Click here to  download the latest 
version of the directory. Please 
continue to advise amendments 
or corrections to Gail in the      
Presbytery Office. New  versions 
are uploaded around the end of 
each month  
 

Alpine Presbytery  
Strategic Framework  

Click here to download the  

Strategic Framework 

Presbytery Contact Details 

Email for the Executive Officer, 
Rev Barry Ayers should be sent 
to:   
presbyteryalpine@gmail.com 
 
Email for the Presbytery        
Resource Minister, Rev Darryl 
Tempero, should be sent to: 
presbytery.resource@gmail.com 
 

Other items can be sent to the 

Office email address:   

alpinepresoffice@gmail.com 
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General Assembly 2016 
A summary of the events of the last three days is below. Full updates for each 
day of General Assembly are available on the PCANZ website:  
www.presbyterian.org.nz/about-us/general-assembly 

Tuesday 
 The Right Rev Richard Dawson was installed as Moderator of the PCANZat 

Knox Church in Dunedin, delivering his opening sermon on his Moderator 
theme of ‘hope’.  

 During the Assembly opening service, a new Church schools centenary hymn 
by the Rev Malcolm Gordon titled “Pioneers of Hope” was performed by the 
Columba College, Dunedin choir.  

 The Minister training day also focused on theme of Hope  
 Twenty one Youth Commissioners began their Assembly by meeting with 

Presbyterian Youth Ministry for a day or orientation. 

Wednesday 
 Outgoing Moderator address by the Very Rev Andrew Norton . 
 Te Aka Puaho commissioners joined Moderator, Rev Wayne Te Kaawa, as he 

gave thanks to GA for their support of the upgrade to Ohope Marae. 
 GA strongly affirmed the role that small communities of faith and                  

congregations play in the life of the church and wider community  
 GA has cleared the way for local ordained ministers to serve outside a parish 

context  
 GA keynote speaker Dr Rod Wilson posed the question of whether hope is a 

utopian concept, an irrational simplicity or a stable foundation  

Thursday:  
 Beneficiary Fund: Commissioners agreed to a raft of changes that will ensure 

a more equitable and sustainable retirement programme for the Church’s 
ministry leaders going forward. 

 GA ratified the 2014 GA decision that ministers may only conduct marriages 
between a man and woman.  

 A task group will be appointed to review the nature, scope and requirements 
of the Moderator of General Assembly’s role.  

 

Induction & Licensing  
 Rev Stephanie Wells will be inducted to her position at Kaiapoi Cooperating 

on Thursday 1st December at 7pm (Presbytery meeting at 6.45pm). 
 Marty Redhead (currently KCML Intern at Temuka) is to be licensed on Thurs-

day 8th December at Trinity Church Temuka at 7.30pm.  

All members of Presbytery are welcome to attend these events. 
 

Christian Conference of Asia/World Council of Churches  
A summary  of News from both the WCC and the CCA can be viewed here, or 
view the information on their respective websites: cca.org.hk/home and 
www.oikoumene.org/en/press-centre 
 

From last week: 
 Summer School of Ecumenism—Towards a common Vision  
 Kids Friendly eNews 
 Handel’s Messiah—2nd December, Christchurch City Choir 
 Offices to rent in Cashmere 
 Induction Service for Rev Brent Richardson  
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Dropbox link for documents mentioned in this newsletter: control & click, or copy and paste  

the link to your browser:   

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/5k528skz4niqhgg/AABDjLatKUt2-C2reVHA6hVza?dl=0 

Newsletter Items 

Please spread the news about 

what is happening in your area!  

And remember to share this  
Newsletter around your Parish,  
especially with members of  
Session/Parish Council and all 
office bearers. Forward the 
email, or print out copies for 
people to take and read.   
 

Details of events, or requests to 

be added to the distribution list, 

should be emailed to:   

alpinepresoffice@gmail.com 

 

Deadline for items for the next  

Newsletter is Thursday 24th 

November 

Share the News! 

Please share this Newsletter 

around your Parish,  especially 

with members of Session/Parish 

Council and all office bearers. 

Forward the email, or print out  

copies for people to take and 

read. If anyone wants to go on 

the distribution lists to receive the 

Newsletter directly, please      

forward their details to Gail in  

the Alpine Office:   

alpinepresoffice@gmail.com  
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