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Update for Presbytery—Timaru Gathering  
Over the weekend of 6—8 October, Presbytery gathered for its second widespread 
meeting for 2017. Approximately 80 people from right around our Presbytery 
came together for a weekend of connecting with each other, enjoying great         
hospitality and meals, receiving very helpful and informative resourcing sessions, 
making some decisions as a Presbytery, and hearing signs of hope from the     
churches and ministries in the southern region of our Presbytery. 

Some highlights included: 

New Moderator 
We appointed a new Moderator to take up the role for Alpine Presbytery in May 
2018. Rev Anne Stewart is a member of the ministry team at The Village Church in 
Christchurch. We wish Anne well in this coming role. 

Some matters of Business 
Over the weekend we: 
 approved the 2016/2017 Annual Financial Performance Report for Alpine        

Presbytery; 
 accepted a task group report on ongoing Presbytery Funding for staff. Because 

parish levies just cover Presbytery’s operating costs we require additional      
funding to maintain staffing so Presbytery agreed to set aside between 5% and 
10% of funds, as needed, from the sale of property from the dissolution of      
parishes. A review of the structure and funding for Presbytery will be conducted 
at least every 3 years; 

 agreed to the five Legislative Proposals from General Assembly 2016; 
 received an Interim Report on the Hanmer Project; 
 discussed the current research being conducted on children and youth             

resourcing across our Presbytery; 
 discussed a recent Council of Assembly report on the role of the PCANZ         

Moderator. 

Resourcing 
We received helpful input from: 
 Barry Ayers’ interim study-leave report looking at the future shape of the       

Presbytery and churches as they adapt for mission in the new context; 
 Helen Clyde-Smith – our Presbytery Health & Safety Officer; 
 Sheena Dickson – our Church & Society Task Group Convenor, who challenged 

our thinking about the effects of ‘neo-liberal’ trends affecting people in our    
society; 

 Steve Taylor and Rosemary Dewerse, who reported on a research project       
evaluating ongoing learning of our ministers and congregations across the 
PCANZ; 

 Paul Humphries – South Island Scripture Union Rep, who shared a powerful 
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Coming Up 

 Sharing the Christmas Story: 
Kids Friendly  event, Tuesday 
24 October, at The Village 
Church 

 Commemorating the   
Reformation service:  31st 
October, at Knox, Christchurch 

 Luther and Lloyd: Two Outra-
geous Heretics? Commences 
19 October 

 Kilmarnock Edition: 3 Nov. at 
The Common, Bryndwr Village 

 WAY2GO Conference: 4th  
November @ St. Paul’s Trinity 
Pacific, Christchurch 

 Children & Youth Ministry 
WOF training—11 November, 
Christchurch  

 Ministers’ Ethics & Risk      
Management Seminar at 
Bryndwr: 21 November 
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presentation on issues facing people struggling with mental health and suicidal 
thinking; 

 Michael Parker – CEO of Presbyterian Support South Canterbury, who reported 
on the extensive work of PSSC in our southern region; 

 Robyn Humphries – Kids Friendly Resource person based in Christchurch, who 
shared “Godly Play” with us. 

Slices of Life – Signs of Hope! 
Alongside our resourcing and business we heard from 8 parishes and our southern 
Lindisfarne Camp with stories of hope in the midst of challenge. All stories were 
fascinating and inspiring. 

Our thanks to St Andrew’s Geraldine, Albury/Pleasant Point, Camp Lindisfarne, St 
David’s Union Timaru, Trinity Temuka, Pukaki Cooperating, Waimate Cooperating, 
Timaru Presbyterian and Knox Church Waimate for sharing your stories with us! 

Thank you! 
Presbytery Council expresses its sincere thanks to all who presented to our        
Presbytery. Your input was greatly appreciated! 

We also note our thanks to the TPP/Knox Waimate Music team who led our      
worship and Robyn for sharing with people of all ages! 

Thanks to all who prepared paperwork and reports for our business sessions. 

Grateful thanks to the catering team and people from Timaru Presbyterian who 
hosted us! 

Thanks to all the ‘behind-the-scenes’ people who set up the venue and managed 
the tech gear! 

Thank you to those who welcomed us to Sunday church and led us in worship. 

Next meeting/s 
We are already underway planning for 2018. The New Year will include: 
 A Presbytery Gathering in Christchurch over the weekend 27th – 29th April 
 A Presbytery Retreat around mid-year 
 Some ‘mini-Gatherings’ in the regions prior to General Assembly 
 General Assembly 2018 hosted by Alpine in Christchurch at St Andrew’s College 

from 3rd to 7th October. 

Resources 
We are collating resources from presenters at our recent Gathering and will make 
those available in the next couple of weeks. They will be noted in our weekly 
Newsletter and through our website. 
 

Kilmarnock Edition  
The Kilmarnock Edition will be performing on Friday 3 November at 7.00pm in 
'The Common' at the Bryndwr Village (corner of Ilam and Aorangi Roads). This is a 
fundraiser for the Village Presbyterian Church. Tickets are $15 and include supper. 

We hope that you will be able to join us for an evening of Celtic songs with          
audience participation. 

Please contact Lesley Compton (email murrayc@clear.net.nz; phone 358 3001 or 
021 683001) or Anne Stewart (email anne@villagechurch.nz; phone 3514945) if 
you would like to order tickets. 
 

Plains Presbyterian Parish 
Saturday 4th November, 11.00am on site at Lauriston Church—AUCTION of the 
Lauriston Church, followed by the sale of chattels, including several kauri pews. 

For information contact Graeme Mangin  033028150 
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Alpine Presbytery  
Strategic Framework  

Click here to download the  

Strategic Framework 

Presbytery Directory 

Click here to  download the latest 
version of the directory. Please 
continue to advise amendments 
or corrections to Gail in the      
Presbytery Office. New  versions 
are uploaded around the end of 
each month  

mailto:murrayc@clear.net.nz
mailto:anne@villagechurch.nz
https://www.dropbox.com/s/3q8spya50h7p8e9/Alpine%20Presbytery%20Strategic%20Framework%20May%202015.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/7x0nkircpo88mcv/Alpine%20Presbytery%20Directory%20October%202017.pdf?dl=0


Otago Tertiary Chaplaincy Trust Board  
Ecumenical Chaplain Based at Otago Polytechnic  
The Otago Tertiary Chaplaincy Trust Board (OTCTB) is an ecumenical Christian 
Board responsible for providing Chaplaincy at Otago Polytechnic and at the         
University of Otago. We are seeking to appoint a full-time Ecumenical Chaplain 
based primarily at Otago Polytechnic, Dunedin. For further information about the 
position and a job description go to the Board website:  
www.otago.ac.nz/chaplain/about/chaplaincytrustboard 
or the Chaplains’ web site: www.otago.ac.nz/chaplain  

 
 
 

The Christian Conference of Asia held the Asia Mission Conference in Yangon,       
Myanmar from 11 to 17 October 2017, under the theme: Journeying Together: 
Prophetic Witness to the Truth and Light, in Asia. It was attended by member 
churches, councils, ecumenical partners, missionaries, missiologists, theologians, 
theological students, journalists, and human rights activists. Our Moderator,     
Richard Dawson, was there, and also Rev. Kyoung Gyun Han, our Asian Ministries 
Coordinator. 

Reports on the various speakers can be found on the CCA website: cca.org.hk/
home/ 
 

Presbytery Directory 
Click here to  download the latest version of the directory. Please continue to     
advise amendments or corrections to Gail in the Presbytery Office. New  versions 
are uploaded around the end of each month  
 

International Rural Churches Association conference  
The International Rural Churches Association conference is coming to Christchurch! IRCA, 
as its name suggests, is an organisation of representatives from rural churches all 
over the world. We are really excited that in 2018 IRCA is holding their four yearly 
conference at Lincoln University from 15—21 April. People will be coming from all 
over the world including representatives from Malawi, India, Indonesia, USA,     
Canada, UK, Germany, and Eastern Europe, as well as a delegation of youth from 
Fiji and of course people from Australia and New Zealand.   

While they are at Lincoln, the delegates will be spending parts of each day in      
learning, sharing their experiences, and exploring our city and the areas around 
Lincoln and Darfield/Hororata. There will be opportunities for local church people 
to come out and share in some of the evening sessions.  

Our hope is that these delegates visiting from all over the world can be welcomed 
to Canterbury and made to feel part of the church in this place. You may be able to 
help:  
 We are looking for people who would be willing to meet a delegate at the       

airport and transport them either to their hotel or to Lincoln University, and 
then when the conference is over take them back to their plane. If this is you, 
please contact  Joy Kingsbury-Aitken at jmk_dsa@hotmail.com  

 We are looking for churches who may be willing to provide three or four     
batches of biscuits for supper each evening.   

 We are keen to find people who are able to drive a minivan and could help us on 
the afternoon of 18 April to transport people in the Lincoln area. If you can help 
with this or with biscuits, please email Linda Cowan – lindacowan@xtra.co.nz  

We have a great ecumenical local organising committee and we are delighted to 
be part of making this event happen. We think that local involvement has the     
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Presbytery Contact Details 

For the Executive Officer, Rev 

Barry Ayers email to:   

presbyteryalpine@gmail.com 

For the Presbytery Resource 

Minister, Rev Dr Darryl  

Tempero, email to: 

presbytery.resource@gmail.com 

Other items can be sent to the 

Office email address:   

alpinepresoffice@gmail.com 
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potential to change this from “just another conference” into an event that is really 
special. Please will you help us to do this. 
 

Theologians in the Cathedral 
Mark Wilcox, General Manager of the NZ Anglican Pensions Board, will preach at 
Sunday Evensong in the Transitional Cathedral at 5pm, 29 October. A Seminar on 
“A theological economy: Kingdom versus Cash” and refreshments will follow. 
 

Face to Face programme 
Council for World Mission (CWM) invites applications for their next Face to Face 
programme, entitled Building Life-Affirming Communities: Face To Face with the 
many poor and the many faiths in Asia. This will be held on 12 February to 24 
March 2018 and will be conducted in two locations—Bishop’s College in Kolkata 
and Henry Martin Institute in Hyderabad, India.  

Face to Face is a six-week programme that aims to invite the students preparing 
for ministry in cultural, social, theological and contextual realities to understand, 
to motivate and to engage with the realities on how the fullness of life is being  
denied to the large majority of the world’s population. Through this Programme, 
the participants will come face to face with the issues on poverty and pluralism, 
specifically within the Asian context of many religions and many poor. This will also 
provide them opportunities to engage in a global dialogue on theology, spirituality 
and mission through intercultural exchange and theological reflection by             
facilitating Immersion Programmes, Bible Studies and Seminars that would enable 
them to reflect on doing mission in the context of Empire. 

This programme is specifically designed for theological students. Anyone who is 
studying for, or has a theology degree, and is not ordained, is welcome to apply. 
Applications from the PCANZ need to be endorsed by the PCANZ Assembly          
Executive Secretary. Applicants need to write a 2,000 word essay (information is in 
the programme brief). The selection will be done on the basis of this essay, taking 
in consideration balance in gender and regional representation in the Programme. 
All costs are covered with the exception of passport and visa requirements. 

Download the Programme Brief and application form. The closing date is 
30 November. 
 

From last week 

 Timaru Gathering photos 
 Beneficiary Fund—Financial Advice appointments in Christchurch 
 Building the Church for Today & Tomorrow Conference 2017 
 John Knox Presbyterian is looking for a Youth worker 
 A Kids Friendly Networking Event in Canterbury: 24 October @ The Village, 

Bryndwr, 7:15-9:00pm 
 W.O.F. Training: 11 November @ Korean Presbyterian Church, Christchurch, 

9:30am-3:30pm 
 WAY2GO Conference in Christchurch on 4 November  
 The Reformation with Sea of Faith Network 
 Homeless: a Collection of Poems by John Howell 
 Other Newsletters 
  Presbyterian Church Schools' Resource Office Newsletter 
 Bush Fire—Newsletter of Presbyterian Women Aotearoa NZ 
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Newsletter Items 

Please spread the news about 

what is happening in your area, 

and remember to share this  

Newsletter around your Parish. 

Forward the email, or print out 

copies for people to take and 

read.   

Details of events, or requests to 

be added to the distribution list, 

should be emailed to the office.  

Deadline for items for the next  

Newsletter is Thursday 26th  

October 

Dropbox link for documents mentioned in this newsletter: control & click,  

or copy and paste the link to your browser:  

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/5k528skz4niqhgg/AABDjLatKUt2-C2reVHA6hVza?dl=0 

Share the News! 

Please share this Newsletter 

around your Parish, especially 

with members of Session/Parish 

Council and all office bearers.  

Forward the email, or print out  

copies for people to take and 

read. 

If anyone wants to go on the  

distribution lists to receive the 

Newsletter directly, please      

forward their details to Gail in  

the Alpine Office:   

alpinepresoffice@gmail.com 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/n4lukiooc59oed3/CWM%20Face%20to%20Face%20India%20Programme%20Brief%202018.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/0cy2of3g9qebdpj/CWM%20Face%20to%20Face%20India%202018%20Application%20Form.pdf?dl=0
http://mailchi.mp/5e486ad60824/presbyterian-church-schools-resource-office-newsletter-term-2526717?e=ba028ce5c1
https://www.dropbox.com/s/8lm4cx1j84j10k6/Bush%20Fire%202017%20-%20October.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/5k528skz4niqhgg/AABDjLatKUt2-C2reVHA6hVza?dl=0
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