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Poignant Moment 
Christchurch and surrounds passed the 6-year anniversary of the February       
earthquake last week. While time moves on, people's memories and feelings can 
quickly snap back to those moments. The recent Port Hills fires have not aided the 
process of healing. The November earthquake from 2016 also serves to remind us 
of our fragility on this earth. We need each other...we need the God who loves us 
in the midst of sorrow. Pray for each other...and remember to show love and  
concern for those around. 
 

Interns 
Sunday 19th February saw a 'whirlwind' of commissionings of new Interns (KCML 
ministry trainees) in our Presbytery. There was Esther Sabey at Halswell Union, in 
association with Kiwi Church; Charissa Nicol at St Margaret's Bishopdale; Jonathan 
Barb at Hope Church in Christchurch. We pray God's blessing on these people and 
their families as they begin this next part of their journey of training for ordained 
ministry. 

We also remember Sage Harris who begins his second year as Intern at Malvern 
Cooperating. 

Our thanks to Rev Dr Geoff New from KCML Dunedin, and also Rev Brent          
Richardson from Timaru, who convenes our students for ministry assessment 
team. 
 

Journeys of the Executive Officer 
In early February I had the privilege of visiting some of our northern churches in 
Alpine Presbytery. It was very encouraging to sit with people in the Blenheim    
parishes of St Andrew's and St Ninian's, the Awatere parish based out of Seddon, 
and the Whakatū parish over in Nelson. All of these groups had stories of          
encouragement to share, along with real challenges that they are facing. I               
appreciated the hospitality they offered and the time they took to share their   
respective situations.  

There is so much happening in our churches and communities! I wish we could 
share more and hear more about each of these important mission-stations 
around our region. At our coming Presbytery Gathering in Christchurch at the end 
of April it would be great if all churches could be represented so that we can learn 
from and pray for each other in these days of opportunity and challenge. 
 

A changed world! 
Just this week the Moderator David Coster, Ann McMillan (Property & Finance) 
and Executive Officer Barry Ayers visited St Paul's church in Kaikoura. While it was 
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 Preaching Workshop: 11th 
March 
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Day—18th March 
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13-15 October in Timaru 

 Mental Health and the 
Church: 22nd June at Hope 
Presbyterian. 
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a beautiful day to be on the road we were astounded at the changed landscape 
that we saw. The changes to the seashore and raised seabed and the massive 
damage to road and rail and countryside that we noted were astonishing! In the 
midst of significant change the small yet innovative congregation at Kaikoura 
are bravely facing the future, very keenly aware of their challenging context. 
Please pray for these folk as they seek to serve God in a difficult context. 

On the way home we called to see Rev Nancy Jean Whitehead at Amberley. Pray 
also for her and the resilient people in Amberley, Cheviot, & Hawarden as they 
connect with the surrounding rural communities that have faced challenging 
days in these past few years. 

 

Induction 
The evening of Thursday 16th February 
saw a large crowd at St John's Meth-
ven for the Induction of Rev Arii Taima-
toara as minister of Plains Parish, mid-
Canterbury. Arii has moved to Plains 
from Hoon Hay. We wish Arii well as 
she begins this new ministry. 
 
 
 
 
Denis Brown, Plains Presbyterian Parish 
Clerk, with Rev Arii Taimatoara  

 
 
 
 
 

Resourcing Preachers 
This Preaching Workshop is coming up soon—happening on Saturday 11th 
March from 9.30am till 4pm, at St Luke’s Church Christchurch North (corner 
Main North Rd and Daniels Road). Rev Dr Geoff New (Dean of Studies at Knox 
Centre for Ministry and Leadership—KCML) will be leading the workshop, which 
is for all experienced and learning preachers and those interested in the          
important topic of preaching. Geoff will also talk briefly about a range of        
workshops he is planning to offer next year. The Preaching workshop is the first, 
and is designed to be very practical with good resourcing. Plan to come and feel 
free to invite others!  

Please register online here: goo.gl/forms/vYhHaYuoYQl0jYO72, or through the 
Presbytery website “Events” page: alpinepresbytery.org/events 

Cost will be $15. Please bring lunch (there are also nearby places where you can 
purchase lunch); coffee & tea will be provided on-site. 
 

One Small Thing 
Jill Kayser, the Presbyterian Church’s  
national Kids Friendly Coach has written 
this article for this year’s national       
Children’s Day: 

“Treasure our children” is the theme of our national Children’s Day on Sunday 5 
March. Many churches around the country will be responding to this call by    
organising community events, setting up bouncy castles and sausage sizzles in 
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Presbytery Contact Details 

Email for the Executive Officer, 

Rev Barry Ayers should be sent 

to:   

presbyteryalpine@gmail.com 

 

Email for the Presbytery        

Resource Minister, Rev Darryl 

Tempero, should be sent to: 

presbytery.resource@gmail.com 

 

Other items can be sent to the 

Office email address:   

alpinepresoffice@gmail.com 
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their church grounds or even organising outdoor ‘kids friendly’ church services. 
These are all great initiatives to promote our commitment to serve children and 
families. But what about the rest of us? Maybe we’ll include prayers for the    
children of our nation at our Sunday worship service?   

Let’s face it, we can feel so overwhelmed by the statistics of neglect, abuse and 
maltreatment injuries inflicted on so many children in our beautiful “Godzone”, 
that we struggle to know how to make a difference, especially when there are 
only a handful of children associated with our worshipping community. 

’Not all of us can do great things. But we can do small things with great love,’ 
said Mother Theresa.  I’d like to see adults in all our churches committing to one 
small thing this Children’s Day: to pray for one child every day. A small thing 
done with love that could transform a child’s (and adult’s) life.  

“’Pray for Me’ is a Kids Friendly campaign that invites churches across New   
Zealand to partner every child in their congregation with an adult to begin a 
year-long commitment to friendship and prayer. 

The full text of Jill’s article can be viewed here, and more details of how to put 
this into practice in your church are available on the Kids Friendly website—
www.kidsfriendly.org.nz/pray-for-me/ 

 
 
 

The 40 days of Lent is a wonderful time to encourage families to introduce de-
votions and rituals into their daily lives. We have lots of resources and ideas for 
this. It’s also a great time to involve all ages in worship, Easter stations, Passover 
dinners and more. We have collated and posted many resources to help you 
make Lent meaningful and engaging for children and their families.  Check these 
out on our website, Kids Friendly facebook page and our Pinterest boards.  

Jill, Cheryl and Kaila - Your Kids Friendly Team 
 

Update from Presbytery Council Meeting 23rd February  
Where is the balance? 
David asked us the question: What does it mean to hold people to account for 
their behaviour and on the other hand to live with grace? In Ephesians 4: 17 Paul 
says the old way has to go. We are called into a ‘servant ministry’ with others, 
however we need to be conscious of our behaviour towards those we serve. We 
have a responsibility to guard our integrity and not fall prey to bad habits or self
-focussed behaviour. Robert Greenleaf, who wrote “Servant Leadership”, says: 
“The servant-leader is servant first, it begins with a natural feeling that one 
wants to serve, to serve first, as opposed to, wanting power, influence, fame, or 
wealth.” 

The Moderator constituted our meeting in prayer. 

People matters: 
We have several new appointments now in our Presbytery: 
 Rev Janet Marsh at St Andrew’s Uniting parish, Motueka; 
 Rev Marty Redhead at Hope Church; 
 Rev Gene Lawrence at Trinity Church, Temuka; 
 Rev Arii Taimataora at Plains parish, mid-Canterbury; 
 Interns : Esther Sabey working with Halswell Union & Kiwi Church; Charissa 

Nicoll working from St Margaret’s Bishopdale and exploring new possibilities 
in Prestons; and Jonathan Barb working with the Living Room at Hope 
(Hornby) and investigating young adult work in the Christchurch CBD. We 
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Newsletter Items 

Please spread the news about 

what is happening in your area!  

And remember to share this  
Newsletter around your Parish,  
especially with members of  
Session/Parish Council and all 
office bearers. Forward the 
email, or print out copies for 
people to take and read.   
 

Details of events, or requests to 

be added to the distribution list, 

should be emailed to:   

alpinepresoffice@gmail.com 

 

Deadline for items for the next  

Newsletter is Thursday 9 March 
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also remember Sage Harris starting his second year as an Intern at Malvern 
Cooperating. 

We want to welcome all these people and pray for their well-being as they and 
their families settle in to new roles among us! Remember to pray for and         
encourage these people! 

Resourcing Preachers! LAST CHANCE to register for this valuable training 
event! 

We have the privilege of hosting Rev Dr Geoff New (Dean of Studies at KCML) 
for a Preaching Workshop at St Luke’s Christchurch North Church on Saturday 
11th March 2017 from 9.30am till 4pm. Geoff will also talk briefly about a 
range of workshops he is planning to offer next year. The Preaching workshop is 
the first and open to all who are both experienced and learner preachers. The 
workshop is designed to be very practical with good resourcing. Plan to come 
and feel free to invite others! 

You can register for this event online here: goo.gl/forms/vYhHaYuoYQl0jYO72, 
or through the Presbytery website “Events” page: alpinepresbytery.org/events 
or ph (03) 420 1400. Cost will be $15. Please bring lunch (there are also nearby 
places where you can purchase lunch); coffee & tea will be provided on-site. 

Remember to register to secure a place! 

Mission Coaching 
Rev Daryl Tempero visited our Council meeting and shared with us the              
development of the Mission Coaching process in our Presbytery. The resources 
used in this process have been significantly changed due to advice and feedback 
received. There are also a group of “Discernment Coaches” now trained and 
available to parishes who would like assistance as they consider the future. 

Darryl and his team are currently working in several churches across our         
Presbytery and we are seeing exciting and encouraging results. There will be a 
significant presentation at our April Presbytery Gathering concerning this        
important part of our Presbytery’s life together. 

Moderator & Council 
David reported on his involvement in a number of special events around the 
Presbytery, including inductions and an ordination. He has been asked to         
continue his Moderatorship until May 2018, however we will soon be looking 
for a Moderator-Designate for Alpine Presbytery who will assume the             
Moderator’s role in 2018. Please have your thinking caps on—you will receive 
nomination information in the months ahead. 

Meanwhile Presbytery Council has appointed Rev Jon Parkes (Nelson) to join 
Council as a replacement member to help fill the northern region gap left by 
resignations from Council. 

We will be advising soon about the next Risk Management & Ethics workshop 
for those ministers who need to update this training to comply with their good 
standing as PCANZ ministers. 

HR matters 
 Hoon Hay parish (Christchurch) has begun a mission-discerning process with 

Rev Darryl Tempero; 
 Rev Laurence Ennor has begun a short-term supply with Oxford Union parish; 
 Rev Don Fergus has been appointed Interim Moderator of Halswell Union 

parish; 
 Rev Rory Grant has been appointed Ministry Settlement Board Convenor of 

Albury-Pleasant Point parish; 
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Presbytery Directory 

Click here to  download the latest 
version of the directory. Please 
continue to advise amendments 
or corrections to Gail in the      
Presbytery Office. New  versions 
are uploaded around the end of 
each month  
 

Alpine Presbytery  
Strategic Framework  

Click here to download the  

Strategic Framework 
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 Rev David Coster has been appointed Interim Moderator for Akaroa-Banks 
Peninsula parish; 

 Rev Barry Ayers has had study leave approved. His topic will be Researching 
Innovative ways of growing and developing a Presbytery. 

Strategy 
Dugald Wilson updated Council on what is happening with missional                
discernment across a number of our parishes. He also asked us to consider     
ongoing funding of the Mission Coaching process given that all our trained 
coaches are giving time voluntarily across the Presbytery. Council approved a 
request that a suggested koha of $400 be sought from all parishes that utilise 
our Discernment (Mission) Coaches. This koha will be used to off-set costs of 
travel and resource for our voluntary coaches. 

Property & Finance 
 The committee noted a Church Property Trustee approval received for Hope 

Church’s purchase of a property adjacent to their West Melton site that can 
be used for needed expansion of church facilities. 

 Presbytery accepted the Alpine Financial Statements for the period ended 
31st January 2017 (these can be accessed here from the Dropbox) 

Decisions to be sent to Church Property Trustees included: 
 Presbytery’s support for the sale of Wainui Church in the Akaroa-Banks     

Peninsula parish; 
 Presbytery’s support for the McKenzie Cooperating parish’s Lake Tekapo   

Early Learning Centre project; 
 Presbytery’s support for increased costings for the Korean Church 

(Christchurch) strengthening work at their Purchas St site. 

Note: we have been aware of a recent problem with an old-style fluorescent 
light tube at one of our churches. We note that this was the apparent cause of 
the major fire at the St John’s Rotorua Church. We would advise all churches 
with older fluorescent light-tubes to have these checked as soon as possible by 
a registered electrician to ensure that they are safe! 

Next Council Meeting: Thursday 23rd March 2017, at Cashmere Presbyterian 
Church in Christchurch. 

Please Note – the above information from Presbytery Council is a summary of 
recent decisions. For a full copy of the Presbytery Council Minutes please       
contact the Presbytery Office. 
 

Kaimai Presbytery Vacancies 
Thames Union Parish invites Expressions of Interest in a 50% stipend position as 
Parish Minister. The Parish Profile, Ministry Expectations and further                
information are available from the Ministry Settlement Board Convenor, Rev 
Mary Petersen: mjpetersen@xtra.co.nz, 027 244 8396 

Please note that supplementary ministry leadership opportunities may be     
available in other parts of the Coromandel Hauraki region. 

Please submit Expressions of Interest By 31 March 2017  

St Paul's Presbyterian Church, Katikati, is seeking a Children's and Youth Pastor 
for our growing children's ministry. Our desire is to help children and young 
people flourish in their faith in Jesus Christ. A key focus for us is seeing our older 
children transition into a youth orientated ministry over the coming years. This 
is a 20 - 25 hour a week position with the desire to see this grow to full-time. 

The successful applicant will: 
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 resource, support and work alongside a team of quality volunteers to run the 
Sunday children's ministry 

 initiate and lead a youth group 
 work with parents and caregivers to encourage their children in their faith - 

seek ways of integrating children and young people into congregational life 

For more information contact Rev. Reece Frith: ph. 021 1124035 or (07)5492286 
email reece@stpaulskatikati.org.nz 
 

Lent Resources 
Something to add to your collection of resources—a journalling-type study for 
Lent, written by Silvia Purdie “Journey in Psalms, towards Easter” 

The 8 studies (including Good Friday) each have a focus Psalm, together with a 
brief discussion, other readings, and questions for personal reflection, and can 
be found at http://www.conversations.net.nz/lent-journey-in-psalms.html 

It is an explicitly Christological reading of Psalms, and encourages critical      
thinking and connections with the Gospel as well as people’s own life                
experience. 
 

Newsletters 
PCANZ Finance Newsletter 192 (February) 
PCANZ Bush Telegraph—March 2017 
CWS February Update 
Presbyterian AFFIRM Newsletter 

Global Christian Forum News 

The BUZZ—Presbyterian Youth Ministry updates, including Going Further up-
date, and early bird registration for Connect 2017 (2pm Friday 21 July to 2pm 
Sunday 23 July, at El Rancho Waikanae) 
 

Presbytery Directory 
The latest version of the Alpine Presbytery Directory can be downloaded here. 
 

From last week 
 Warrant of Fitness Training Day—18th March 
 Mental Health and the Church - Seminar—22nd June 
 Affirm Leadership Conference 
 Professional Supervision  
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Share the News! 

Please share this Newsletter 

around your Parish, especially 

with members of Session/Parish 

Council and all office bearers.  

Forward the email, or print out  

copies for people to take and 

read. 

If anyone wants to go on the  

distribution lists to receive the 

Newsletter directly, please      

forward their details to Gail in  

the Alpine Office:   

alpinepresoffice@gmail.com 

Dropbox link for documents mentioned in this newsletter: control & click,  

or copy and paste the link to your browser:  

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/5k528skz4niqhgg/AABDjLatKUt2-C2reVHA6hVza?dl=0 
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