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Moderator’s Pentecost Message 2017 
Where is home for you?  

Perhaps I should better ask what is home for you, for home may not be a place; it 
may be people, a period of your life, a role or even a poem.  

Words have great power to evoke our deepest needs and desires as is the case 
with the Psalms. This notion of “home” means it is one of those words which 
evoke much longing in us.  

For me, when I think of home, I immediately go to memories not of the place I 
grew up, but of my grandparents’ orchard in the North Island which we visited for 
several weeks every summer at Christmas. So many good things flowed from 
those visits, not the least of which was the wonderful welcome we received from 
my grandparents and the special world which was their home. It became a place 
of peace, of joy, of adventure and of deep, deep belonging; in short, it became 
home for me. At Pentecost the Spirit created such a place for the Christian church 
– it created “home” for the church. 

Home is, so they say, “where the heart is” and if this is the case then just about 
anywhere can be home. I wonder if you’ve ever visited a place and found yourself 
so taken with it, with the beauty, with the peace, with the atmosphere, that it 
felt, quite literally, like you’d come home? I believe this is something of what Paul 
comes to in that amazing passage in 2 Corinthians 5: 6-9: 

So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at 
home in the body we are away from the Lord—for we walk by faith, not by 
sight.  Yes, we do have confidence, and we would rather be away from the 
body and at home with the Lord. So whether we are at home or away, we 
make it our aim to please him. 

Paul here uses the idea of home to redefine heaven as our true place of belonging 
because it is where the God who loves us is. So, while he recognises our natural 
connection with this life and, indeed, with our bodily existence he also recognises 
that despite the strong connection we all have with these things, there is another 
home that is more desirable and, indeed, more complete—the place where God 
is.  

When the Spirit was poured out in Jerusalem on that first Pentecost of the     
Christian church not only was the church properly founded, but God created a 
true home for the followers of Christ. Not a home built of anything material, but a 
home of deep relationship with God and with each other. Furthermore, it was a 
home which called and calls us into mission because the whole aim and goal of 
the Spirit’s presence and power was to proclaim Christ in a manner which could 
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Coming Up 

 Trinity & St Stephen’s TImaru 
50th Jubilee, 3-4 June 

 Presbytery Retreat:11-12 June 

 Mental Health and the 
Church: 22nd June at Hope  

 PYM Connect: 21-23 July at El 
Rancho, Waikanae,            

 Motueka Uniting Parish  
Centenary—18-20 August 

 Next Presbytery Gathering: 
6-8 October in Timaru 

 Ethics & Risk Management 
training—Tues 21 November 

mailto:alpinepresoffice@gmail.com
mailto:presbyteryalpine@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/Alpine-Presbytery-1174600642554906/timeline/


not be denied. How we need this today! 

The church’s true home is to be in mission—to be reaching people who are far 
from God with the amazing power of the Gospel; a power which has healed and 
held and helped people into the Kingdom of heaven from the beginning.  

As we celebrate this event this year let us be mindful again of the relationship 
between the Spirit and space, for it is Spirit that transforms every space into a 
place we may call home; a place we can sense God’s welcome and God’s         
belonging and a place where the welcome of God is extended in power to all 
who feel and all who are disconnected from their true home which is God’s 
love. 

In Christ, Richard Dawson 
 

Church Architecture Reference Group 
The local CARG (Church Architecture Reference Group) is recruiting members. 
The group usually consists of architects, engineers, designers, those with con-
struction experience and some client representatives (ie. ministers or congrega-
tion members) who are willing to have input into new-build or renovation pro-
posals from the churches of the Alpine Presbytery. The group currently has cov-
erage in architecture, planning, and clergy interests. We actually really need 
some males to provide gender balance as well as some skills from the other 
fields mentioned 

The role of CARG is to consider the proposals submitted with respect to such 
things as: does it make the best use of the property and how does it relate to 
the existing facilities; is there room for expansion, how does the scheme present 
to the streetscape; design form, aesthetics, will it cater for all age groups and for 
disabled persons, etc. The workload varies but I am told is about five proposals a 
year. Members correspond by email as needed and there are no meetings. 

If you are interested in joining, or want further information, please contact the 
new convenor Rev Stephanie Wells—email minister.kaiapoi.coop@gmail.com, 
phone 021 0295 1129 or 03 428 6015 (home)  
 

Resources from the Presbytery Gathering 
A reminder that various resources shared at th recent Gathering are available in 
the Dropbox. This includes a link to a copy received this week of a presentation 
from PSUSI. To view all the resources click here: Documents from Gathering 
 

From the Kids Friendly Team 
Our Kids Friendly "Celebrating Pentecost" resource is a "pick “n 
mix” of creative ideas, activities, all age worship services,      
stories, dramas, prayers, games, arts and crafts with links to 
lots of outstanding web resources. 

Download our "Celebrating Pentecost" resource here. 

Also worth perusing is a new, FREE lectionary intergenerational 
worship resource from the Uniting Church of Australia. Engage 
Together (Pentecost Season) provides resources that are   
multi-sensory, multi-intelligence and multi-ability to promote 

engagement off all ages in worship together including a Welcome, Call to      
Worship, Prayer of Confession, Music and Bible Readings. 

Explore and download these Pentecost resources and download them here 
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Alpine Presbytery  
Strategic Framework  

Click here to download the  

Strategic Framework 

Presbytery Directory 

Click here to  download the latest 
version of the directory. Please 
continue to advise amendments 
or corrections to Gail in the      
Presbytery Office. New  versions 
are uploaded around the end of 
each month  

Presbytery Contact Details 

For the Executive Officer, Rev 

Barry Ayers email to:   

presbyteryalpine@gmail.com 

For the Presbytery Resource 

Minister, Rev Darryl Tempero, 

email to: 

presbytery.resource@gmail.com 

Other items can be sent to the 

Office email address:   

alpinepresoffice@gmail.com 
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PCANZ Finance Newsletter 
Newsletter 195 is available to download, and includes information about the    
Stipend Increase from 1st July, and Charities Services Webinar. 
 

Mental Health and the Church - Seminar 
A one-day conference looking at a range of mental health issues. This year the 
focus is on Children and Youth Mental Health. 

Thursday 22 June 2017: Hope Presbyterian Church, 27 Amyes Road, Hornby, 
Christchurch. For further information contact Willow Creek NZ: Ph: 07 282 0092, 
email office@willowcreek.org.nz 
 

NZ Christian Network Newsletter 
This newsletter can be viewed here, and includes articles on WEA Peace, Recon-
ciliation and Social Justice; Women and the Church; World Refugee Sunday; and 
other items of interest. 
 

Alpine Presbytery Resourcing Retreat 
Sunday 11 June – Monday 12 June (with optional resourcing day Tuesday 13th) 
Our retreats together are an opportunity to build relationships, reflect together, 
discern what God is saying, and take time out. This is our only retreat in 2017, 
we encourage all ministers and key leaders to join together. 

Programme 
Sunday 11 June: 3.30pm Hanmer Springs Golf Club,  Argelins Rd, Hanmer Springs 

    Evening meal (provided) 
Monday 12 June: finish at 4.30pm (note change in time) lunch provided 

Accommodation and breakfast–own arrangements.  
If you want to ask for shared accommodation please register by Friday 26 May 
(tomorrow) 

Optional extras: Evening meal Monday; continuing conversations (own cost, 
plus personal space, pools etc); Tuesday 9.30–3pm at the Hanmer Springs Golf 
Club. 

Guest Speaker: This years guest is Rev Dr Carolyn Kelly, Chaplain at Auckland    
University, who will look at themes of contextualising the gospel in 21st Century 
NZ, and listening to our context. She will lead reflection times, conversations, 
and provide content to resource congregations. Further information about     
Carolyn can be found here.  

In a world ripe for reforming, wherefore ministry? 500 years since Luther posted 
his challenges to the established church, the doors of resistance are just as          
imposing... yet the openings to opportunity are surely as spacious. How - and 
why - are we 'church’? Carolyn will reflect on ministry in these changing times in 
the light of the Reformation, focusing on three loci of God's renewing action: 
Wells of Wisdom; Postcards from the Edge; Making Friends with Failure. There 
will be times of input, conversation, and reflection.   

Cost: Presbytery will fund the retreat costs, Sunday evening meal and Monday 
lunch costs. Own cost for travel, accommodation and meals as described above. 

Register  by 2nd June at: https://goo.gl/forms/t1F9SOT01jt9R3053 
 

Coordinator –Families and Youth Ministry 
Cashmere Presbyterian parish in Christchurch is looking to appoint a                      
coordinator to assist our Minister to develop and lead a programme around 
family and youth. This will be a fixed term, one year appointment, for 15 hours 
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Share the News! 

Please share this Newsletter 

around your Parish, especially 

with members of Session/Parish 

Council and all office bearers.  

Forward the email, or print out  

copies for people to take and 

read. 

If anyone wants to go on the  

distribution lists to receive the 

Newsletter directly, please      

forward their details to Gail in  

the Alpine Office:   

alpinepresoffice@gmail.com 

Newsletter Items 

Please spread the news about 

what is happening in your area, 

and remember to share this  

Newsletter around your Parish. 

Forward the email, or print out 

copies for people to take and 

read.   

Details of events, or requests to 

be added to the distribution list, 

should be emailed to the office.  

Deadline for items for the next  

Newsletter is Thursday 1st June 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/lreogi8z6b405tk/newsletter%20195%20may%202017.docx?dl=0
mailto:office@willowcreek.org.nz
http://mailchi.mp/5a286246d03a/win-a-double-pass-to-the-shack-1423261?e=5d4429d8d9
https://www.dropbox.com/s/a2txi094toziet7/Rev%20Dr%20Carolyn%20Kelly.docx?dl=0
https://goo.gl/forms/t1F9SOT01jt9R3053
mailto:alpinepresoffice@gmail.com


per week.              

A successful applicant for this position would: 
 have a living faith in Jesus Christ 
 have experience in leading worship with children, and a heart for inter-

generational faith development 
 be good with people, warm, a good listener 
 be a team player, willing to bring ideas and gifts and work alongside others 
 have respect for the values of Cashmere Presbyterian Church 
 be a safe person for kids to get close to (willing to commit to the PCANZ 

Code of Ethics) 
 have competency in administrative and computer skills to ensure effective 

communication and planning 
 have a positive, prayerful, creative, encouraging approach 

If you are interested in applying for this position, a full job description can be 
obtained from the Parish Office Administrator at cashmere.church@xtra.co.nz. 

Applications close 29th May. Interviews to be conducted between 1st – 9th June, 
with an anticipated start date of 1st July 2017. 
 

From last week 
 Alpine Mission Fund 
 Presbytery Directory 
 Bush Fire 
 Bryndwr—viewing the new building 
 Workplace Support Board Member 
 Tutupu Project 
 Canterbury Seniors Network 
 Charities Commission Webinar 
 Vaughan Park Retreat Programme 
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Share the News! 

Please share this Newsletter 

around your Parish, especially 

with members of Session/Parish 

Council and all office bearers.  

Forward the email, or print out  

copies for people to take and 

read. 

If anyone wants to go on the  

distribution lists to receive the 

Newsletter directly, please      

forward their details to Gail in  

the Alpine Office:   

alpinepresoffice@gmail.com 

Newsletter Items 

Please spread the news about 

what is happening in your area, 

and remember to share this  

Newsletter around your Parish. 

Forward the email, or print out 

copies for people to take and 

read.   

Details of events, or requests to 

be added to the distribution list, 

should be emailed to the office.  

Deadline for items for the next  

Newsletter is Thursday 1st June 

Dropbox link for documents mentioned in this newsletter: control & click,  

or copy and paste the link to your browser:  

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/5k528skz4niqhgg/AABDjLatKUt2-C2reVHA6hVza?dl=0 
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