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Moderator 2018 – 2020 Assembly  
In June this year, following the withdrawal of the Very Rev Andrew Norton as     
Moderator Designate for the 2018 General Assembly, a Commission was             
appointed to oversee the process to bring a nomination to the Assembly of a      
person to be elected as Moderator.  

In undertaking that task the Commission invited all presbyteries within the PCANZ 
to forward nominations for submission to parishes for their consideration. In      
August the names of three nominees were forwarded to parishes for them to vote 
on.  

We are pleased to advise parishes and presbyteries that 240 parishes responded 
to that invitation and submitted votes for the three nominees.  

In the presence of a Justice of the Peace votes were counted and the Commission 
is pleased to inform the Church that it will be bringing the name of the Rev        
Taimoanaifakaofo (Fakaofo) Kaio to the General Assembly in October 2018 for 
election as Moderator of the Assembly. Fakaofo would be Moderator for a period 
of two years from the 2018 General Assembly through to the 2020 General        
Assembly.  

The Commission is grateful to the Church and to its parishes for the way in which 
they have responded to this situation and have participated in this process.         
Fakaofo has gained a clear vote of confidence from the Church and we now       
commend him and his wife Ruth to your prayers and support as Fakaofo prepares 
to be elected as Moderator at the 2018 Assembly.  

Very Rev Bruce Hansen and Very Rev Ray Coster, Co-conveners PCANZ General 
Assembly Commission 

Rev Taimoanaifakaofo Kaio 
 Missionary child of the (LMS) London Missionary Society. 

1958 Tokelau Island 
 Grew up and educated in Auckland, up to High School. 

Raised at Newton PIPC, Sunday School, Youth Group, 
Boys Brigade, Bible Class. 1968-1977 

 Moved to Porirua, Wellington, member of Christ the 
King Church – Elder, Lay Preacher. Young Adults        
Leadership. 1977-1987 

 Married to Ruth, blessed with 4 children, Sei, Risati      
married to Nadia, Liana married to Manase, Tiale and 
our beautiful grandson Kalos. 

 Working Career: 
—Ford Motors, Seaview, Wellington, 1978-1987 (last 4 years a Production     
Foreman) 
—Justice Department, Penal Division, 1988-1991, Corrections Officer. 
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Coming Up 

 Commemorating the   
Reformation service:  31st 
October, at Knox, Christchurch 

 Luther and Lloyd: Two Outra-
geous Heretics? Commenced 
19 October 

 Kilmarnock Edition: 3 Nov. at 
The Common, Bryndwr Village 

 WAY2GO Conference: 4th  
November @ St. Paul’s Trinity 
Pacific, Christchurch 

 Children & Youth Ministry 
WOF training—11 November, 
Christchurch  

 Ministers’ Ethics & Risk      
Management Seminar at 
Bryndwr: 21 November 

 

mailto:alpinepresoffice@gmail.com
mailto:presbyteryalpine@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/Alpine-Presbytery-1174600642554906/timeline/


 Attended Knox Theological College, wonderful years. 1992-1994 
 Ministered at St Margaret, Belmont, North Shore December 1994 – June 2005. 

A vibrant small Church with a wide missional outlook, national and global.       
Moderator of North Shore Presbytery 2001. 

 Minister of Onehunga Cooperating Parish, June 2005 to present time. A multi 
denominational, multi cultural and a cross-cultural faith community.  
Moderator of Northern Presbytery, in its inception. 2011-2012 

 Have been privileged and honoured to represent the PCANZ on numerous     
Global Assemblies and Consultations WARC, CWM – Pacific, Africa Europe,     
Caribbean 

 I have served the PCANZ in many fields of mission and ministry at local, regional 
and national levels. All very humbling experiences. 

A Personal Statement about what I will bring to the role of Moderator? 
 The Word of God is foundational. 
 The personal relationship with the Risen Christ – sharing and connecting with 

others on their faith journey. 
 One on One relationship – personal witness. I see this as a Christian’s most 

powerful tool of resources. 
 Pastoral heart for people, especially those in need or in strife. 
 Multi cultural and a cross-cultural ministry model with strength of life             

experiences. 
 “Deny yourself, take up your cross, and follow me” Jesus’ call on our lives. 
 Leadership model as in Christ – suffering servant model, sacrificial and           

unconditional. 

 
 
 
 
 

Dear Friends, 
As we approach Christmas and the end of another year I want to call the whole 
Church to prayer. I am particularly aware of how important Christmas is both for 
the Church as a family and for her witness in and to the world. 

Christmas and Easter are still universally recognised as Christian festivals even if 
the depth of understanding is not great. Many people only come to church on 
these special days. It is, therefore, important that we recognise the opportunities 
we have at these times to bring a message of hope and mercy to those who live 
outside the Church family. 

I know many of you do engage the community in all sorts of creative ways at 
Christmas and I also know that many churches put on special services to mark the 
occasion. Can I encourage you to continue these traditions and to work as hard as 
possible to raise the Christ-child up at this time? 

However, I also know that this is a very busy time for staff and especially for      
Ministers, so I want to call the Church to prayer for our Christmas witness and   
especially for these people for this period. Can you please distribute this letter as 
widely as possible amongst your people and so call them to prayer for the areas 
I’ve listed below and can you engage in at least one special time of prayer in your 
parish where people can come apart and spend some quality time in praying for 
these things? 

The Church marches on its prayers. Let us, then, march together this Christmas. 

Points for prayer: 
1. That our witness this Christmas may be gracious and effective. 
2. That we may find many ways to bless those who struggle with Christmas,       

especially the poor and distressed. 
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Alpine Presbytery  
Strategic Framework  

Click here to download the  

Strategic Framework 

Presbytery Directory 

Click here to  download the latest 
version of the directory. Please 
continue to advise amendments 
or corrections to Gail in the      
Presbytery Office. New  versions 
are uploaded around the end of 
each month  

https://www.dropbox.com/s/3q8spya50h7p8e9/Alpine%20Presbytery%20Strategic%20Framework%20May%202015.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/7x0nkircpo88mcv/Alpine%20Presbytery%20Directory%20October%202017.pdf?dl=0


3. That we may bless our Ministers and staff through the Christmas period and 
ensure they get 

4. adequate rest and refreshment over summer. 
5. That we will find the needed resources to staff churches over summer. 
6. That we will all experience peace and provision this year, which is at the heart 

of the Christmas tradition. 

In Christ, Richard Dawson (Moderator PCANZ) 

Copies of this message in other languages can be viewed and downloaded from the 
Church’s website (http://www.presbyterian.org.nz/publications/news-archive/
moderator-calls-church-to-prayer-for-christmas-witness)  
 

Urgent Prayer Request 
(from Mike Dodge, Canterbury Youth Services ) 
Can we ask you to join together to pray for the wellbeing of our young people? 

All of us who are working with young people are very concerned at the alarming  
increase of suicides across the region this month. In my 36 years of youth work I 
have never seen anything like this before. We strongly feel the need to call “the 
whole church” to prayer together over this (PUSH - Pray Until Something           
Happens) 

Can you as a church pray this Sunday (and the following weeks) as we stand        
together with all the churches of Canterbury - praying for breakthrough in this   
area of mental health. We would love you to ask and encourage your congregation 
to pray over the week, in their personal prayer times and small group gatherings.  

Over the last year at least 6 different prayer gatherings have all had a similar      
picture of a black cloud/heavy fog/pollution/smog and darkness covering the Can-
terbury region. We’re asking that you would pray against this dark cloud of           
anxiety, depression, despair, self-harm and suicide—especially among the young 
people of our region. Pray for hope instead of hopelessness, light instead of       
darkness, love, power and a sound mind instead of fear so that we would see a 
change in the mental health and wellbeing of our young people.  

We are in need of a miracle and I love that as the body of Christ we get to stand 
together, pray together and see what the Lord does in response. He is the only one 
who can bring light and change to these situations.  

If you would like to talk about this further, please don’t hesitate to contact Mike 
Dodge (call 027 485 7772 or email mike.dodge@cys.org.nz) 

 

Ministers’ Ethics & Risk Management Training 
Tuesday 21 November at The Village Church, Bryndwr site. 
Commences at 9.30am with a cuppa; session starts at 10am, finishing around 3pm. 
Bring your own lunch.  

No cost, but this training is compulsory for all Ministers who have not done so in 
last 3 years, plus any church leaders involved with children, youth or pastoral 
work. Anyone else who would like to participate is welcome to do so. 

Please register here, by Thursday 16th November 
 

Timaru Gathering—Resources 
Resources from the October Gathering, including power point presentations,        
photos, videos, and Health & Safety items, are now available to view/download 
from the Dropbox. Click on this link: Timaru Gathering Resources 
 

Organ Recital at Knox Church, Christchurch, 
Daniel Cooper Exam Recital – Tuesday 31 October at 5.10pm, Knox Church. 
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Presbytery Contact Details 

For the Executive Officer, Rev 

Barry Ayers email to:   

presbyteryalpine@gmail.com 

For the Presbytery Resource 

Minister, Rev Dr Darryl  

Tempero, email to: 

presbytery.resource@gmail.com 

Other items can be sent to the 

Office email address:   

alpinepresoffice@gmail.com 

http://www.presbyterian.org.nz/publications/news-archive/moderator-calls-church-to-prayer-for-christmas-witness
http://www.presbyterian.org.nz/publications/news-archive/moderator-calls-church-to-prayer-for-christmas-witness
mailto:mike.dodge@cys.org.nz
https://goo.gl/forms/CDnUWtIukVR2wq0g2
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/7t659sikpr9pk2b/AACdRFWXa1dXp-84BJjqJNmYa?dl=0
mailto:presbyteryalpine@gmail.com
mailto:presbytery.resource@gmail.com
mailto:alpinepresoffice@gmail.com


W.O.F. Training 

11 November @ St Margaret's Presbyterian 94 Farrington Ave, Bishopdale, 
Christchurch, 9:30am-3:30pm. This training is free for all of your children and 
youth ministry staff and volunteers. Make sure your whole staff is up-to-date 
with safety practices. This event is not to be missed and is co-led by PYM and Kids 
Friendly. Register here. 
 

Heritage Day St Mary’s, Esk Valley 
Sunday 29 October, 1:30-5pm,  
95 Church Hill Rd, Esk Valley, Otaio South Canterbury 
Guided tours of 1880 stone church and cemetery, musical performances,            
Devonshire teas, sales table. 2pm launch of $30,000 restoration appeal for St 
Mary’s stained glass and leadlight windows. 4pm thanksgiving service with          
favourite hymns.   
St Mary’s is part of Waimate District (Anglican-Presbyterian) Cooperating Venture 
 

Kilmarnock Edition  
The Kilmarnock Edition will be performing on Friday 3 November at 7.00pm in 
'The Common' at the Bryndwr Village (corner of Ilam and Aorangi Roads). This is a 
fundraiser for the Village Presbyterian Church. Tickets are $15 and include supper. 

To order tickets contact Lesley Compton (murrayc@clear.net.nz; ph. 3583001 or 
021 683001) or Anne Stewart (anne@villagechurch.nz; phone 3514945)  
 

Plains Presbyterian Parish 
Saturday 4th November, 11.00am on site at Lauriston Church—AUCTION of the 
Lauriston Church, followed by the sale of chattels, including several kauri pews. 

For information contact Graeme Mangin  033028150 
 

The Aspie Round Up 
Celebrating Autism: Friday 17th & Saturday 18th November. Location: The          
Undercroft room, Level 1 of Central Library, University of Canterbury. Presented 
by AspieHelp, The Aspire Trust (Inc) and University of Canterbury Disability          
Resource Service. These are unique 'by Aspies for Aspies' workshops. The aim is 
to bring people together to celebrate Autism/ASC.  

Workshops covering Life, Education, Employment and Community; How to          
empower people on the Autism Spectrum. 

Dr Stephen Mark Shore, Clinical Assistant Professor in Special Needs and Autism at 
Adelphi University, Usa, will be delivering the keynote address via video. Stephen 
is himself on the spectrum. He is also a patron of Aspiehelp/The Aspire Trust. 

See more at: www.theaspieroundup.co.nz 
 

From last week 

 Update for Presbytery—Timaru Gathering  
 Otago Tertiary Chaplaincy Trust Board—Ecumenical Chaplain Based at Otago 

Polytechnic  
 Christian Conference of Asia 
 Presbytery Directory 
 International Rural Churches Association conference  
 Theologians in the Cathedral: Transitional Cathedral at 5pm, 29 October 
 Face to Face programme 
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Newsletter Items 

Please spread the news about 

what is happening in your area, 

and remember to share this  

Newsletter around your Parish. 

Forward the email, or print out 

copies for people to take and 

read.   

Details of events, or requests to 

be added to the distribution list, 

should be emailed to the office.  

Deadline for items for the next  

Newsletter is Thursday 2nd  

November 

Dropbox link for documents mentioned in this newsletter: control & click,  

or copy and paste the link to your browser:  

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/5k528skz4niqhgg/AABDjLatKUt2-C2reVHA6hVza?dl=0 

Share the News! 

Please share this Newsletter 

around your Parish, especially 

with members of Session/Parish 

Council and all office bearers.  

Forward the email, or print out  

copies for people to take and 

read. 

If anyone wants to go on the  

distribution lists to receive the 

Newsletter directly, please      

forward their details to Gail in  

the Alpine Office:   

alpinepresoffice@gmail.com 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdQlxJNmlIS4WHAq2OUGbCJ8E3cCIWMa0O2T1DkGoFvauEu_Q/viewform
mailto:murrayc@clear.net.nz
mailto:anne@villagechurch.nz
http://www.theaspieroundup.co.nz/
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/5k528skz4niqhgg/AABDjLatKUt2-C2reVHA6hVza?dl=0
mailto:alpinepresoffice@gmail.com

