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Coming Up 

 Plants4U @ Rakaia: Saturday 1st 
October 

 Sunday Soapbox at St Ninians, 
Redwoodtown— 2 October 
(poster here) 

 Concert—Harpsichord & Flute: 
2 October at Knox, Christchurch. 
poster here. 

 Reverse Greed, Heal the Earth: 
seminars at Knox, Christchurch, 
from 6th October. See poster 
for details 

 Craft Showcase @ Cashmere: 
15 & 16 October Download 
Poster here 

 Alpine Presbytery Retreat—17-
18 October, in Hanmer 

 Kowai Presbyterian Parish 
150th Anniversary— 26th-27th 
November 

Pray for General Assembly 
A message from Moderator-Designate Richard Dawson  
I write to encourage you to pray. Soon a Prayer Card, “5 Smooth Stones,” will be 
available through your parish, presbytery or synod; on it are some prayer themes 
and a specific call to prayer for the General Assembly 2016 in  Dunedin. Can I ask 
that as much prayer as possible be directed toward the themes on the prayer 
card both before and during the Assembly?  

I ask this because I believe that the specific mission of Assembly is, in fact, a    
spiritual one. That is, we gather to seek God together as a whole Church so that 
we might hear God anew and apply that living word to our life nationally. It’s 
hard keeping my passionate beliefs about the benefits of prayer to one short  
paragraph, so read more here:  http://www.pcanzassembly.org.nz/prayer. 

Our General Assembly is unique and potentially extremely effective because it is 
not merely a gathering of local churches, nor an executive branch of the Church. 
Rather, we in the Reform tradition see this as the whole Church in prayer before 
the one, holy and gracious God who will answer our prayers, which we will pray 
in unity and faith together.  

Make no mistake about it; the key task of Assembly is to seek God in prayer for 
the whole Church. If we are to achieve this, we need to start praying now for this 
meeting.  

If we are to avoid the mistakes of the past, and offer our hard working            
presbyteries and parishes some real hope, we must pray for this meeting. 

If we are to pass on to the whole Church something more than a political strategy 
which is foisted on everyone, we must pray for this meeting. 

If we are to reverse the current decline in our Church’s energy, we must pray for 
this meeting.  

There will be opportunities for prayer at our Assembly and I encourage you to 
please come along 15–19 November.  
Enrol for our General Assembly and the Hope Conference as soon as you can  on 
the GA16 website: http://www.pcanzassembly.org.nz/  

Please, pray with me.  
 

Kids Friendly 
The latest Kids Friendly e-News can be downloaded here. 
 

Organ Concert at St Andrew’s at Rangi Ruru 
Sunday 9th October, 2.30pm. John Dodgson playing the organ, featuring          

Sibelius’ FINLANDIA. Programmes $12/$10. Download poster here. 
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Plants 4 U @ Rakaia: Saturday 1st October 9.00am - 1.00pm 

Plains Presbyterian Fund Raiser at St Andrews Presbyterian Church, Main Road 
Rakaia (by the 2 Big Trees). Plants Galore of all varieties, all at affordable prices; 
Baking and produce stalls; Bargains for all gardeners of all abilities. 
Contact Dorothy Knight (03)302 7595 for information. 
 

Church Financial Workshop 
This coming Monday, 3 October, 12noon-3pm, Cashmere Presbyterian Church, 
2 Macmillan Avenue, Cashmere, Christchurch. 
This FREE workshop, aimed at updating church administrators, treasurers,  
governors and ministers on reporting, management and financial planning, is on 
the following important issues:  
1. An overview of church financial reporting requirements under the new     

Charities reporting standards, including practical examples of financial and 
non-financial reports and disclosures. 

2. Practical examples of churches integrating ministry and investment. This will 
explore churches that have successfully boosted outreach and cash flow by 
operating day-care centres, affordable housing and/or op shops. 

3. Strategic planning: long term maintenance plans 101. Learn the best way to 
plan and budget for maintenance. 

4. Christian Savings: options available for churches and Christian ministry for 
loans and deposits. 

5. Legacies and surplus: having an investment plan and exploring investment 
options with an ethical Kingdom focus to money. 

Speakers are: Brendan Sweeney, Finance Manager PCANZ; James Palmer, Chief 
Executive Baptist Savings (soon to be Christian Savings); Colin Austin, Authorised 
Financial Advisor DecisionMakers 

Registration (preferred, but not essential) to one of the following contacts,       
advising that it is for the Christchurch venue:  
Melissa Wilson: melissa@baptistsavings.co.nz 
Arlyn Lucindo: arlyn@baptistsavings.co.nz 
 

Opportunity in Temuka 
Trinity Temuka Presbyterian Church is looking for a full time Nationally Ordained 
Minister to be part of leading the congregation into the future God is inviting us 
to. We are enjoying new life in our midst, and following a fruitful time of mission 
planning we sense God leading us to grow in our prayer life, serve in the wider 
community (particularly youth and families), and grow in our relationships with 
each other.   

The kind of person we are looking for is a person of strong faith and committed 
to living a Christ centred life, prayerful, an enabler of others, and a team player. 
The minister will lead worship and preach with a focus of helping us connect the 
gospel story with our local context, and help us reach out to the people in our 
community. We need someone who can lead a team of staff and volunteers to 
be part of what God is doing. 

Temuka is a great place to live. It has all the benefits of a medium sized New 
Zealand town servicing a rural area, plus we are just up the road from a small 
city and all that Timaru provides. 

If you sense a nudge in this direction, contact Darryl Tempero (MSB Convenor) 
d.tempero@xtra.co.nz or 027 5560055 for a chat about the exciting future for 
this congregation, plus obtain a copy of the Parish Profile and the Mission plan.  
 

Community Development Network Trust 
Make a difference in the lives of young people and their families in an              
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Presbytery Directory 

Click here to download the most 
recent version of the Directory. 
Please continue to advise amend-
ments or corrections to Gail in 
the Presbytery Office. New  ver-
sions are uploaded around the 
end of each month  
 

Alpine Presbytery  
Strategic Framework  

Click here to download the  

Strategic Framework 
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innovative faith-based youth agency! CDN Trust is looking for an energetic youth 
worker to join our team in our Hornby based youth work role. This is a full-time 
position and applications close on 21 October. Contact james@cdntrust.org.nz 
or find this role on Vocate.nz: http://vocate.nz/job/community-development-
network-trust-58-community-youth-worker/ 

CDN is a Christian based trust working in our community with 10-18 year olds 
and their families through a wide range of programmes from Kids holiday camps 
to school-based youth work and mentoring. Learn more about us at 
cdntrust.org.nz 
 

"The G.C." Saturday 15 October, 6:30pm-8:30pm, at St Paul's Trinity Pacific 

(cnr of Madras & Cashel Street). Presented by Grace Women's Ministry in    
partnership with NZCMS (New Zealand Missionary Society), this Multicultural 
Evening includes:- visitors from Kenya; local Filipino Christian Community & our 
own Pacific community. A time of fellowship, share our talents and faith       
journey! Event also supported by Simply Mobilising & International Teams.    
Donation Entry (proceeds for Grace ladies going on a short term missions trip 
to the Philippines). Light Supper provided. Download poster here. Please RSVP 
by 12th Oct for catering purposes to: tina.trinitypacific@xtra.co.nz or call         
03-3791036  
 

Hope Conference Special Deals  
For those who are not commissioners to General Assembly, a resourcing         
conference will be held in parallel with General Assembly on 16-18 November. 
The programme includes a variety of speakers as well as streams and            
workshops. This will focus on resourcing you personally to both appreciate your 
faith and to discover new resources within it.  

Delegate's base fee for the full three day conference is $199 (includes morning 
tea and lunch); With three evening meals $274; With meals and accommodation 
for three nights $424  

Early bird pricing has been extended to 3rd October: Base fee only $100; Plus 
evening meals $174; Full conference with meals and accommodation now 
$324!!!  

Please don’t miss this vital and inspiring event. Registrations (due by 14          
October) at: www.pcanzassembly.org.nz  
Click here to download the Hope Conference Poster  
 

Update from Presbytery Council Meeting, 22nd September  
How do we handle Perceptions? 
David shared a reading from Psalm 27 and raised the issue of people’s               
perceptions. He led us in a reflection on how people see the life and work of the 
Alpine Presbytery from different angles. We considered: what is our core        
function? What are our responsibilities? What leadership do we provide? How 
do we handle differences of opinion? How do we build trust? Are we inheriting 
historical issues of past divisions? The Psalmist asks: “…whom shall I fear?” How 
can we lead with integrity while maintaining the ethos of the new Presbytery? 
Our meeting was then constituted with prayer. 

People matters: 
Presbytery Council has forwarded to the PCANZ Office seven Memorial Minutes 
for inclusion in this year’s White Book for General Assembly. They include 
Minutes for: Deaconess Maude Johnston, Rev Neil Sinclair, Rev Christina    
Loughton, Rev Mark Stephens, Rev Ken Cree, Rev Ivan Bacon and Rev Allan   
Morgan. Our thoughts and prayers are with the spouses and families of these 
people. 
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Presbytery Contact Details 

Email for the Executive Officer, 
Rev Barry Ayers should be sent 
to:   
presbyteryalpine@gmail.com 
 
Email for the Presbytery        
Resource Minister, Rev Darryl 
Tempero, should be sent to: 
presbytery.resource@gmail.com 
 

Other items can be sent to the 

Office email address:   

alpinepresoffice@gmail.com 
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An update from Rev Nancy Jean Whitehead regarding the effects of the North 
Canterbury drought were noted. There is an article in the Spring edition of 
SPANZ. Morale is reasonable across the area and the Rural Support Trust and 
Beef & Lamb organisations have been working hard to keep spirits up. We    
commend the area to your ongoing prayer! 

Alpine Presbytery Gatherings 2017 
Dates have been set for next year’s Presbytery-wide Gatherings.  
The first one will be held in Christchurch on the weekend 28th—30th April. 
The second in Timaru on the weekend 13th—15th October. 
Please put these dates in your diary for next year. More details around these 
events will be published in due course. 

Visitors to Presbytery Council 
Mike Dodge: Mike is contracted by Alpine Presbytery one day per week to 
provide leadership support and resourcing in the greater Christchurch area. 
Mike shared with us about the recent successful “W.O.F.” youth leader training 
event held at Christchurch Korean Church. He also mentioned the planned 
“Going Further—an Urban Pilgrimage” event planned for the Christchurch CBD 
in February 2017. He highlighted the significant resources available through 
Presbyterian Youth Ministries (PYM). He then spoke to us about the current  
significant concern surrounding mental health issues with children and young 
people in the Christchurch area. 

Steve Taylor: Steve talked to us about developments with KCML. Three key 
aspects included: 
1) New Mission Seedlings/Local Learning Units. KCML is seeking joint             

opportunities for placing some Interns into new missional contexts with   
appropriate support and resourcing. Alpine is already working with KCML on 
possibilities for 2017; 

2) National Learning Diploma. Steve wants to put the “L” back into KCML. He 
would like to see a “listening opportunity” in our Presbytery to understand 
what training needs we may have and what opportunities KCML could offer; 

3) Training Partnership. Steve would like to see “scaffolds” of useful training 
and resourcing protocols so that KCML visits to Presbyteries, along with   
other resourcing opportunities, were more useful and effective. 

Fusion Easter Camp – South Canterbury 
Steven Rae, the Camp Coordinator, reported on a great Easter Camp in South 
Canterbury earlier this year. 40 young people had made a significant response in 
faith and were actively growing in their walk with God. Funds provided via the 
South Canterbury youth funding was gratefully received and proved very helpful 
to support the running of the camp. 

Compliance Matters 
 Road-Show Monday 3 October, Cashmere Presbyterian Church, Christchurch 

from 12noon till 3pm 
We commend this inter-denominational event to you. It is a FREE workshop for 
church administrators, treasurers, finance committee members and ministers, 
aimed at providing resources and information. Register for this event by        
contacting: Melissa Wilson melissa@baptistsavings.co.nz; Arlyn Lucindo 
arlyn@baptistsavings.co.nz; or call Baptist Savings at 0508 728 464 

 Updated Vehicle Mileage Rates 
Please note that your parish will have been notified of changes to the mileage 
reimbursement rates for your ministers. These take effect from 1 October. 
Changes include: 
Up to 14,000km per year: changes from 71c per km to 67c per km 
Over 14,000km & up to 20,000km per year: changes from 58c per km to 55c 
per km 
Over 20,000km & up to 26,000km per year: changes from 51c per km to 48c 
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Share the News! 

Please share this Newsletter 

around your Parish,  especially 

with members of Session/Parish 

Council and all office bearers. 

Forward the email, or print out  

copies for people to take and 

read. If anyone wants to go on 

the distribution lists to receive the 

Newsletter directly, please      

forward their details to Gail in  

the Alpine Office:   

alpinepresoffice@gmail.com  

mailto:melissa@baptistsavings.co.nz
mailto:arlyn@baptistsavings.co.nz
mailto:alpinepresoffice@gmail.com


per km 
For travel over the chosen band range: changes from 28c per km to 25c per km 

 Changes to PIF internet access 
Church Property Trustees advise the new access via internet is: 
http://bfs.booster.co.nz/Account/Logon.aspx  

Commissioners for General Assembly 2016 (Dunedin 15th – 19th November) 
We have 43 approved Commissioners for this year’s Assembly plus 2 Youth reps 
and 3 Observe members. The final list of Commissioners is attached and if you 
wish to arrange shared transport please contact the appropriate people on the 
list to discuss this possibility. Remember to pray for this year’s Assembly! 

Nominations for the new Alpine Mission Fund 
Presbytery voting confirmed the appointment of Helen Clyde-Smith, Helen 
Carter, Rev Sheena Dickson, Janet Mansell, Peter Nelson and Rev Martin      
Stewart as the first Board members of the new Alpine Mission Fund. Thank you 
to all who took time to vote and declare their support. 

Strategy 
The Presbytery Retreat has been advertised weekly in our e-Newsletter. We   
encourage people to attend this important Retreat at Hanmer Springs, 17th/18th 
October. Funds have been provided to keep the Retreat as low-cost as possible 
given that parishes are also paying for General Assembly Commissioners. The 
current Moderator, Andrew Norton, will facilitate our Retreat. This is a great 
opportunity to catch up with people from around our Presbytery and hear what 
God is doing. 

HR matters 
 HR encouraged us to address the issue of a ‘living wage’ at a future Alpine 

Presbytery Gathering. 
 Presbytery agreed to grant permission to the Ministry Settlement Board at 

Rangiora Parish to seek a Minister under standard terms of call. 
 Presbytery has approved Sally Thompson and Paul Seaton as authorised   

Communion Elders for Christchurch North Church. 
 The Parish Review of St Andrew’s Ashburton was received and                       

recommendations were approved. The summary report is available in the 
Alpine Dropbox. 

Property & Finance 
 Alpine receipts and payments were approved for the past month. Details can 

be accessed via this link or by inquiry to the Presbytery Office. 
 Presbytery approved a grant (from the New Initiatives—Mid Canterbury 

Fund) of $566 plus closing interest to assist in establishing a Children’s Club at 
St David’s Union Church, Ashburton. The fund is now closed. 

 Presbytery endorsed grants from the St David’s Trust: 
 - $40 to Alpine Presbytery as a contribution to the administration of the fund; 
 - $500 to Rev Silvia Purdie (Cashmere Church) to assist with course fees for a  
    2017 course in Israel. 

 Presbytery has agreed that Timaru Presbyterian Parish’s application to lease  
part of its Wai-iti Road site to the Gleniti Play-Centre go through to Church 
Property Trustees for formal approval.  

 Presbytery has agreed that the Hokitika/South Westland Parish’s application 
to use up to $36,000 for a project at their St Andrew’s Church building to 
have seismic strengthening and replacement of leadlight windows and a     
garage roof at the Manse go through to Church Property Trustees for formal 
approval. 

Christchurch Mission Fund 
Presbytery approved two CMF recommendations for a grants: 
 to Alpine Presbytery for $1000 to defray costs of the Presbytery Retreat; 
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 to Hope Church for $5000 in the first year and up to $2500 in the second year 
as seed-funding for youth-work in the new Rolleston High-School. The grant is 
subject to: 
 - what other funding eventuates including from Selwyn Council, and 
 - an accountability report at the end of the first year. 

Parish Reviews 
Liz Whitehead reported that there were currently 7 parish reviews either        
underway or beginning soon. 

PCANZ Nominating Committee 
We are still seeking more nominations from across the Presbytery for Assembly 
Committees and Work-Groups. Nominations need to be sent urgently to the 
Convenor, Neil Walker: familywalk@xtra.co.nz  

Next Council Meeting: Thursday 27th October at Cashmere Presbyterian Church 
Christchurch at 10am. 

Future Alpine Presbytery Council dates for 2016: November 24th 

Presbytery Committees (HR / Strategy / Property & Finance) usually meet in the 
middle of the week before Presbytery Council. Please keep this in mind when 
you are forwarding applications or proposals to Presbytery so that they can be 
dealt with in a timely manner. 

Please be aware that all applications must be sent by email or post in the first 
place to the Presbytery Office. 

Property & Finance application forms (including Church Property Trustee forms) 
can be received from the Executive Officer / Presbytery Office – (03) 420 1400 

Please Note – the above information from Presbytery Council is a summary of 
recent decisions. For a full copy of the Presbytery Council Minutes please      
contact the Presbytery Office. 
 

Alpine Presbytery Retreat, 17–18 October 2016 
Connect, Contemplate, (re-)Charge 
Andrew Norton will join us again, helping us to reflect on the seasons of life—
personally and as a church. Please share the details of this event with your     
congregations, and encourage them to participate. Full details of the retreat are 
on the Presbytery website: alpinepresbytery.org/events. To register, please go 
to https://goo.gl/forms/rfuJGDQiQlG9n17r1 

You are invited to join with others on Sunday 16th October for an evening meal 
and hot pools (meal venue to be confirmed), plus Monday morning leadership 
reflections and input with Andrew. 

Monday 17 October 11.30am 
 Gather and welcome, connecting with each other. Bring your own lunch. 
 Afternoon time with Andrew Norton facilitating reflection, personal reflec-

tion time and conversation.  
 Evening meal provided at no cost.  
 Evening ongoing conversation 

Tuesday 18 October: Morning continuing input; reflection and conversations; 
lunch provided. Finish at 3pm 

Venue: Hanmer Springs Sports Pavilion, 61 Jacks Pass Road.  
Cost:  Food and venue provided, accommodation own arrangements  
Accommodation: Helen Clyde-Smith is co-ordinating Holiday homes for those 
who wish to share. Approx. $40 pp/night. Contact Helen to arrange (see below).  

Enquiries to: Darryl, presbytery.resource@gmail.com  03 4201400/027 5560055 
or Helen Clyde-Smith smith.hanmer@xtra.co.nz, 021 249 6536 
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(Download poster here) 

 
From last week: 
 Rev Sandra Wright-Taylor’s final service at St Mark’s, Avonhead 
 Commissioners to General Assembly 
 Induction of Ministers: Rev Silvia Purdie at Cashmere on 9th October, and 

Rev Brent Richardson at Timaru on 27th October 
 Nominations to PCANZ committees & workgroups 
 Snippets from Church & Society: “Modern Day Slavery: trafficking in human 

beings”, and “What is Money Laundering?” 
 Finance Newsletter 187 
 Laidlaw College Open Night—Tuesday 18th October 
 Visit of Rev Dr Olav Fykse Tveit to Christchurch, 8/9 October. 
 Presbytery Central seeking full-time Executive Secretary 
 Going Further: Young Adults Discipleship Camp 7-12 February 2017—see 

goingfurther.org.nz 
 Craft Showcase @ Cashmere: Saturday 15th & Sunday 16th October 2016,  
 Practising the Presence: Spiritual Retreat Day for Church Clergy, Wednesday 

19th October, 9.30am-3.30pm, at Te Waiora House, Horarata 
 News from World Council of Churches & Christian Conference of Asia 
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Dropbox link for documents mentioned in this newsletter: control & click, or copy and paste  

the link to your browser:   

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/5k528skz4niqhgg/AABDjLatKUt2-C2reVHA6hVza?dl=0 

Newsletter Items 

Please spread the news about 

what is happening in your area!  

And remember to share this  
Newsletter around your Parish,  
especially with members of  
Session/Parish Council and all 
office bearers. Forward the 
email, or print out copies for 
people to take and read.   
 

Details of events, or requests to 

be added to the distribution list, 

should be emailed to:   

alpinepresoffice@gmail.com 

 

Deadline for items for the next  

Newsletter is Thursday 6th  

October 
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