
 

Newsletter Date 

www.alpinepresbytery.org 
Contact Details: Alpine Presbytery Office – 2a Macmillan Ave, Cashmere, Christchurch. Ph (03) 4201400  

Email: alpinepresoffice@gmail.com or presbyteryalpine@gmail.com 
Postal Address: Alpine Presbytery, P.O. Box 42120, Tower Junction Post Shop, Christchurch 8149 

Alpine Presbytery Gathering: Friday 28th to Sunday 30th April 
Our venue for this Gathering will be at The Village Church, Bryndwr, Christchurch 
—an opportunity to meet in the newly-opened facility which is currently being 
finished. We will also have the privilege of worshipping with The Village            
congregation on the Sunday morning at the new St Andrew's College Chapel. The 
Moderator of the PCANZ, Right Rev Richard Dawson, will be at the Gathering and 
will also preach on the Sunday morning at St Andrew's. 

Registrations for the Gathering are now open. Click on this link: https://goo.gl/
forms/opmSyOeuW7o6kqlt1, or go to the Presbytery website’s “Events” page—
alpinepresbytery.org/events 

All Presbytery members (i.e. Presbytery Elders and Ministers) from across Alpine 
Presbytery are invited to this event and, more than that, we are inviting every 
member of our parishes to come along and attend the Gathering. 

Key features at the Gathering will be: 
 Connection: the chance to meet with, share stories and encourage people 

from across our large Presbytery; 
 Resourcing: there will be several inputs to help us learn and consider as we 

serve God in our various communities; 
 Deciding: there will be some matters for us to give serious thought to—future 

directions and decisions that can affect how we work together and resource 
mission. 

The Gathering will begin at 2.30pm on the Friday and conclude at lunchtime on 
the Sunday.  

Costs: 
 Whole Gathering (Friday afternoon through to Sunday morning), including 

meals: $65 
 Friday only (including evening meal): $25 
 Saturday, whole day (Lunch and evening meal): $40 
 Saturday morning (including lunch): $20 
 Saturday afternoon (evening meal, but no lunch): $20 
 If no meals are required, cost is $15 for the whole weekend; $5 for Friday only; 

$10 for Saturday only. 

Accommodation: If you would like billeted accommodation—or if you are able to 
offer some—please let us know when you register. 
 

Charities Services 
Webinar on Statement of Service Performance: The Statement of Service        
Performance is a non-financial statement required under the new financial        
reporting standards and it’s important that you know how to use it well. Charities 
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services are offering an online seminar to explain how to make it work for your 
charity. This will be held on Thursday 13th April, 12noon—1pm. Register here: 
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/2765275423913371650?
source=Campaign+Monitor. Information on other available Webinars is         
available on their website: www.charities.govt.nz/news-and-events/webinars 

 
 
The CWS Update for March (view here: cws.org.nz/
newsroom/update), provides information on ACT 
Alliance's response to famine and hunger in Ethiopia, 

Kenya, Somalia and South Sudan. There is a report on ACT Alliance at the United 
Nations' Commission on the Status of Women and the conditions of global    
water, and you are invited to sign up for Operation Refugee, an exciting         
challenge to fundraise for Syrian refugees and reflect on water during Lent.   
 

Mental Health and the Church - Seminar 
A one-day conference looking at a range of mental health issues. This year the focus is 
on Children and Youth Mental Health. 

Thursday 22 June 2017: Hope Presbyterian Church, 27 Amyes Road, Hornby, Christ-
church. For further information contact Willow Creek NZ: Ph: 07 282 0092, email 
office@willowcreek.org.nz 

 

Kids Friendly e-News 
Holy Week is almost upon us. A special time of opportunities to 
share the Easter story with children.  On the Kids Friendly website 
you will find resources for exploring the stations of the cross,     
sharing the Passover dinner and story, an all age Service of the 
Shadows for  home or church, Good Friday ideas and lots of         
resources for sharing the Easter story. Check these out on their 

website, Kids Friendly facebook page and Pinterest boards, and download the 
April Kids Friendly e-News here. 
 

Plains Presbyterian Parish 
Sunday 30th April 2017, 10.30am: We welcome past parishioners, family, 
friends and visitors to the closing service for Lauriston Church—"Giving thanks 
to God for faithful service". Minister, Rev Arii Taimataora, will be supported by 
Lauriston  people. Lunch to follow. Welcome to all. 

Directions from Christchurch:- Turn inland at Rakaia Mobil, travel to Barrhill, 
turn left onto Lauriston Road, or via Thompson Track. 
 

Update from Presbytery Council Meeting, Thursday 23 March  
Conversations:  
Dugald Wilson (acting Moderator) spoke on the topic “conversations”. The Spirit 
of God speaks to us. The future of our Church is not primarily in programmes 
but in conversations. At St Martin’s people are currently having a conversation 
about what should be the symbol that focuses the worship space – a cross or a 
table? The table is a place of conversation. Smaller congregations may find it 
easier to have conversations, but all of us go deeper as we have meaningful  
conversations. Dugald spoke of his church having ‘conversation groups’ rather 
than ‘study groups’ over this period of Lent. On the agendas of St Martin’s     
Session they now have a regular item inviting people to share significant          
conversations they have had which may have included whispers of God. As     
Council discussed Dugald’s devotional thoughts Barry shared an image from a 
recent conference of a healthy church moving from ‘rows’ to ‘circles’ in the 
sense that for many of our activities as church we need to be alert to creating 
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Presbytery Contact Details 

Email for the Executive Officer, 

Rev Barry Ayers should be sent 

to:   

presbyteryalpine@gmail.com 

 

Email for the Presbytery        

Resource Minister, Rev Darryl 

Tempero, should be sent to: 

presbytery.resource@gmail.com 

 

Other items can be sent to the 
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alpinepresoffice@gmail.com 
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community where meaningful conversations can be held. 

The Moderator constituted our meeting in prayer. 

People matters 
We noted our sincere appreciation to Hamish Galloway who recently resigned 
from the Strategy team to devote energy to other responsibilities; 

We welcomed Rev Jon Parkes who joins our Presbytery Council as a                
Marlborough/ Nelson replacement member; 

We welcomed Wayne Matheson (Assembly Executive Secretary) who attended 
our meeting. Wayne tries to attend each Presbytery’s executive committee at 
least once each year; 

Our thoughts and prayers were with our Presbytery Moderator David Coster 
and his wife Joy who have been very ill recently. They are both now recovering! 

A significant change 
We recently invited members from the previous Christchurch Presbytery region 
to vote on a proposal that would effectively close the Christchurch Mission Fund 
and transfer remaining funds to the new Alpine Mission Fund. In making this 
transition the Alpine Mission Fund Board would ensure that any existing         
projects would be honoured and remaining funds would be used for churches in 
the former Christchurch Presbytery area. 

This voting was unanimous, with 55% of eligibly Presbytery members voting, 
and these represented 75% of the parishes of the former Christchurch region. 
Presbytery Council noted this decision and will now begin the process of closing 
the Christchurch Mission Fund and transferring remaining funds to the Alpine 
Mission Fund.  

Policy Matters 
 Mission Enterprise Fund contributions: parishes are to be reminded that 

with church building/property sales 10% of the sale proceeds are sent to the 
Mission Enterprise Fund which provides a resource for mission projects across 
the PCANZ. We are aware that in some cases, especially where parishes are 
selling off multiple properties for a new building, every dollar counts! We are 
planning to discuss with Council of Assembly whether there could be some 
exceptions to this regulation that might assist such parishes. Any changes, of 
course, would need to be ratified by a subsequent General Assembly. 

 Changes to Easter trading laws: a concern was raised with us pointing out 
that central government has asked local councils around NZ to consult their 
communities about potential changes to Easter trading laws. Council          
produced a response on this matter and it is available from the Presbytery 
Office on request. We encourage parishes to be aware of such changes as 
necessary. 

Easter Camps 
These special events for our young people are fast approaching. We are aware 
of the large Easter Camp planned for Spencer Beach Holiday Park, near         
Christchurch, and Camp Lindisfarne, near Timaru. As we go to print we have  
received prayer requests for the Christchurch Easter Camp. Please pray for: 

 Good weather! 
 That every young person that God wants to be there gets invited by a friend 

and finds a community of faith to call their own by the end of the camp; 
 Our speakers as they prepare, that their messages tell the true Easter story 

and go out and produce fruit that lasts; 
 The worship team as they learn all the songs; 
 Our technology that it works as people register online! 
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Presbytery Directory 

Click here to  download the latest 
version of the directory. Please 
continue to advise amendments 
or corrections to Gail in the      
Presbytery Office. New  versions 
are uploaded around the end of 
each month  
 

 

Alpine Presbytery  
Strategic Framework  

Click here to download the  

Strategic Framework 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/l4pltt4r37obys8/AP%20Directory%20March%202017.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/3q8spya50h7p8e9/Alpine%20Presbytery%20Strategic%20Framework%20May%202015.pdf?dl=0


Strategy 
Our Mission-Discernment process (Mission-Coaching) has entered a new phase 
with our newly-trained Coaches now working with parishes around the           
Presbytery. Darryl is planning to start a new group of trainees soon. If you are 
aware of potential candidates for training please note that coaches need a     
passion to see the church reformed and be focused on the leading of God’s   
Spirit.  

Contact Darryl Tempero on 027 5560055 or at presbytery.resource@gmail.com 
for more information. 

Plans for a Presbytery Retreat at Hanmer Springs in June are being finalised. 

HR matters 
 Rev John Coutts has indicated he will complete his term at St James/St Paul’s 

in Ashburton in early 2018. A Ministry Settlement Board and Mission-
Discernment process will soon be established; 

 Malvern Cooperating Parish is also seeking a Ministry Settlement Board with 
their Intern, Sage Harris, completing his time there later this year; 

 An application for Locally-Ordained Ministry has been received and will be 
processed; 

 Rev Darryl Tempero has been added as a Presbytery representative on the 
Ministry Settlement Board at Albury-Pleasant Point. Rev Rory Grant is the 
convenor; 

 Permission was given for Mr Ian Davidson to be an authorised Communion 
Elder for Whakatu parish; 

 Permission was given for Mr John Buchanan to continue as an authorised 
Communion Elder for Picton Union parish; 

Property & Finance 
 McKenzie Co-operating parish—Tekapo Early Childhood project: final          

proposal has been approved by Church Property Trustees (CPT); 
 Linwood Avenue Union—increased costs for alterations at 119 Tilford Street 

Christchurch have been approved;   
 Kaiapoi Cooperating—building of a replacement parsonage: final detailed 

plans for this new build have now been sighted and supported and the       
Regional Forum advised; 

 Four grant applications have been approved: 
 $1,500 to the Fusion Easter Camp, being held at Lindisfarne at Easter 

2017, from the Mission & Youth Work – South Canterbury Fund; 
 $4,670.50 to Timaru Presbyterian Parish, for replacing forms with padded 

chairs at their College Road site, from the VC Reid Bequest Income - South 
Canterbury Fund; 

 $496 to Ron Peterson for Laidlaw College Fees from the St David's Trust; 
 up to $1,200 to Hoon Hay Presbyterian Church for a replacement laptop 

for their Mainly Music from the St David's Trust 
 An application from Kaikoura Parish to seek permission to apply for Lottery 

Funding to cover repairs for the organ damaged in the November 2016   
earthquake has been processed and will be referred to CPT for approval.  
Note - Parishes are reminded that prior to applying for any Lotteries funding 
that permission is required by Presbytery and Church Property Trustees; 

 2017/2018 Draft Budget: this was received by the Presbytery Council,      
however under PCANZ regulations it is required that the Budget is approved 
by a general Presbytery meeting so it will be reported and discussed at the 
April Gathering. 

***Safety Note***: we have been aware of a recent problem with an old-style 
fluorescent light-tube at one of our churches. We note that this was the           
apparent cause of the major fire at the St John’s Rotorua Church. We would   
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advise all churches with older fluorescent light-tubes to have these checked as 
soon as possible by a registered electrician to ensure that they are safe! 

Visitors 
Hamish Galloway: Hamish visited our meeting to share his experience of his 
first Council of Assembly meeting held in early March. He represents Alpine 
Presbytery at COA. There were a few new members joining COA so there was 
time spent looking at matters of governance and understanding how COA        
operates. They meet about 3 or 4 times per year over 2 to 3 days. We have     
already linked the Council News: March 2017 to our Newsletter and this report 
is available on the PCANZ website. Please ask the Presbytery Office if you have 
trouble sourcing this report.  

Hamish indicated that two areas of consultation that Presbytery will want to 
engage with Council are: 
- a review of the role of the PCANZ Moderator, and 
- a review of General Assembly parish levies. 

Wayne Matheson: Wayne likes to connect with Presbytery Executives/
Councils at least once per year. He commended Alpine Presbytery Council for 
their positive engagement with the national church and their ongoing good 
work as a Presbytery. He appreciates our support for his role and our good,   
regular communication. Wayne noted that there are issues which arose from 
General Assembly 2016 that will look for Presbytery responses by the end of this 
year. He welcomed Alpine Presbytery’s willingness to host the General            
Assembly 2018 in Christchurch. He did point out that due to several serious fires 
in churches over recent times that insurance rates will be reviewed! 

Darryl Tempero: Darryl called in to have a conversation with Council about a 
‘dream’ for the Hanmer area. There has been discussion around the                 
establishment of a place of hospitality, reflection and retreat, and theological 
engagement with creation. Darryl encouraged Council to engage in discerning 
whether this could be a God-idea and whether the former site of the Hanmer 
parish could be useful for this dream. Council was generally supportive while 
wanting to pursue more ‘blue-sky’ (possibility) thinking about this potential 
‘mission-seedling’. Darryl will discuss this further with the full Presbytery at the 
April Gathering. 

General 
Appreciation: Jon Parkes noted his warm appreciation for the recent Preaching 
Workshop facilitated by the Rev Dr Geoff New which he thought was very helpful 
and inspiring and made his motorcycle trip down from Nelson more than  
worthwhile! 

Seeking new personnel: Our PCANZ Church Property Trustees are seeking an 
additional Trustee or two from the Alpine Presbytery area. They have greatly 
valued the work of Bruce Hansen who has left his role on the Trust and they are 
very appreciative of Chris Elliot’s involvement. They would now like to add at 
least one more person from our area. They would ideally like someone who has 
high-level engineering/building skills. If you are one of those people, or know of 
possible candidates, could you please contact the Alpine Presbytery Office 
please. 

Alpine Gathering: The April full-Presbytery Gathering is not far away now.       
Registrations are now live via the website so please register as soon as possible 
and plan to attend over the weekend 28th – 30th April. Council is looking forward 
to seeing as many people from every parish as possible as we gather to connect, 
resource and decide. 

We will be issuing papers to let you know what is being discussed and what is 
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Share the News! 

Please share this Newsletter 

around your Parish, especially 

with members of Session/Parish 

Council and all office bearers.  

Forward the email, or print out  

copies for people to take and 

read. 

If anyone wants to go on the  

distribution lists to receive the 

Newsletter directly, please      

forward their details to Gail in  

the Alpine Office:   

alpinepresoffice@gmail.com 

http://www.presbyterian.org.nz/publications/council-news/council-news-march-2017
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happening at the Gathering soon. 

Next Council Meeting:  Thursday 27th April 2017 at Cashmere Presbyterian 
Church in Christchurch. 

Please Note – the above information from Presbytery Council is a summary of 
recent decisions. For a full copy of the Presbytery Council Minutes please      
contact the Presbytery Office. 

 

Brides @ Cashmere 
Gala Evening—Friday 7th April, 7-9pm, at the Cashmere Presbyterian Centre, 2 
Macmillan Avenue, Christchurch. Featuring a fashion show from To Cherish   
Bridal Boutique and Smith & Boston Designer Dresses, as well as a showcase of 
wedding suppliers and a display of historical wedding gowns. 

Tickets $30 pp, available to purchase or reserve from the Cashmere Church 
office (332 7129; email cashmere.church@xtra.co.nz). Eftpos available on the 
night. 

Download poster here. 
 

From last week 

 Motueka Uniting Parish Centenary—August 18-20th  
 Community Comment—Friday, 7 April, 7.30pm, St Albans Uniting Parish 
 CPT Newsletter 
 Bequest brochures 
 Senior Chef 
 Contemplative Prayer Day—Saturday 8 April  
 LEAD—Centre for not-for-profit Leadership 
 Living Springs Camp & Conference Centre 
 Vaughan Park Anglican Retreat and Conference Centre  
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Dropbox link for documents mentioned in this newsletter: control & click,  

or copy and paste the link to your browser:  

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/5k528skz4niqhgg/AABDjLatKUt2-C2reVHA6hVza?dl=0 

Newsletter Items 

Please spread the news about 

what is happening in your area!  

And remember to share this  
Newsletter around your Parish,  
especially with members of  
Session/Parish Council and all 
office bearers. Forward the 
email, or print out copies for 
people to take and read.   
 

Details of events, or requests to 

be added to the distribution list, 

should be emailed to:   

alpinepresoffice@gmail.com 

 

Deadline for items for the next  

Newsletter is Thursday 6th April 
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