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Alpine Presbytery Resourcing Retreat 
Sunday 11 June – Monday 12 June (with optional resourcing day Tuesday 13th) 
Our retreats together are an opportunity to build relationships, reflect together, 
discern what God is saying, and take time out. This is our only retreat in 2017, we 
encourage all ministers and key leaders to join together. 

Programme 
Sunday 11 June:    3.30pm Hanmer Springs Golf Club,  Argelins Rd, Hanmer Springs 

      Evening meal (provided) 
Monday 12 June:  finish at 3pm (lunch provided) 

Accommodation and breakfast– own arrangements. Some accommodation      
providers are: 
Hanmer Forest camp—www.hanmerforestcamp.co.nz 
Alpine Adventure Holiday Park—www.hanmerspringsaccommodation.co.nz 
Alpine Holiday Homes—www.alpineholidayhomes.co.nz 
Hanmer Holiday Homes—www.hanmerholidayhomes.co.nz 

Optional extras 
Evening meal Monday; continuing conversations (own cost, plus personal space, 
pools etc) 
Tuesday 9.30 – 3pm: Anglican church of the Epiphany, 33 Jollies Pass Rd, Hanmer 
Springs 

Guest Speaker: 
This years guest is Rev Dr Carolyn Kelly, Chaplain at Auckland University, who will 
look at themes of contextualising the gospel in 21st Century NZ, and listening to 
our context. She will lead reflection times, conversations, and provide content to 
resource congregations. Further information about Carolyn can be found here.  

Cost : Presbytery will fund the retreat costs, Sunday evening meal and Monday 
lunch costs. Own cost for travel, accommodation and meals as described above. 

Register  by 2nd June at: https://goo.gl/forms/t1F9SOT01jt9R3053 
 

Mental Health and the Church - Seminar 
A one-day conference looking at a range of mental health issues. This year the 
focus is on Children and Youth Mental Health. Thursday 22 June 2017: Hope        
Presbyterian Church, 27 Amyes Road, Christchurch. For further information      
contact Willow Creek NZ: email office@willowcreek.org.nz, Ph: 07 282 0092. 
 

Alpine Presbytery Gathering - April 2017  
Around 90 people from all over the Presbytery region attended the recent          
Gathering held at St Albans Uniting Church in Christchurch this past weekend. 
There was plenty of 'buzz' as people caught up and chatted and shared               
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Coming Up 

 STARR Thirty Years on—St 
Andrew’s Rangi Ruru, 14 May 

 South Island Ministry Confer-
ence: 16-18 May East Taieri 
Church, Mosgiel  

 Presbytery Retreat:11-12 June 

 Mental Health and the 
Church: 22nd June at Hope  

 PYM Connect: 21-23 July at El 
Rancho, Waikanae,            

 Motueka Uniting Parish  
Centenary—18-20 August 

 Next Presbytery Gathering: 
6-8 October in Timaru 

 Ethics & Risk Management 
training—Tues 21 November 
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experiences since our last meeting. 

 
Over the weekend we had several visiting      
resource people, some of our committee       
convenors giving us updates on their work, some Presbytery business, an         
opportunity to hear stories from some parishes, an introduction to Interns 
working in our region and good meals and fellowship! 
 

We are currently gathering notes, power-points and audio/visuals from the key 
speakers and presenters and plan to make these available to access via our 
Presbytery Dropbox hopefully by next week. We will also have a summary of the 
Gathering and key business decisions. 

Meantime, a big thank you to all who attended, all who participated and         
presented, to our catering team (Marnie and Sharon), to the Village                
congregation who welcomed us to their morning worship at St Andrew's College 
chapel and especially to the folk at St Alban's Uniting who graciously made       
available their venue! 

We look forward to meeting again on the weekend October 6th - 8th in Timaru. 
 

Community and Worship Innovator 
St Mark’s Presbyterian Parish in Avonhead is about to appoint a Community and 
Worship Innovator to a part-time position (10-12 hours per week or 45 hours 
per month) for a one year term with consideration of a further term based on a      
review and the achievement of the expected outcomes. 
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Alpine Presbytery  
Strategic Framework  

Click here to download the  

Strategic Framework 

Presbytery Directory 

Click here to  download the latest 
version of the directory. Please 
continue to advise amendments 
or corrections to Gail in the      
Presbytery Office. New  versions 
are uploaded around the end of 
each month  

Left: the Interns introduce 
themselves. From top: 
Sage Harris, Esther Sabey, 
Charissa Nicol. 

Above: two of the small 
discussion groups. 

Right: Alpine Presbytery 
Moderator David Coster 
introducing the Moderator  
of the PCANZ, Richard 
Dawson 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/3q8spya50h7p8e9/Alpine%20Presbytery%20Strategic%20Framework%20May%202015.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/l4pltt4r37obys8/AP%20Directory%20March%202017.pdf?dl=0


If you are interested in applying to be considered for this new and innovative 
role you can obtain a full ministry description from the parish administrator at 
150 Withells Road, Avonhead or at admin@stmarks.net.nz. Applications close 
on Friday 19 May. Interviews will be held during the period 22 -31 May with an 
anticipated start early in June 2017. 
 

Social Enterprise and the Church 
Thursday 22 June 2017, 8:30am–1:30pm—Explore the opportunity Social        
Enterprise offers your Church: A workshop hosted by Laidlaw College and Akina. 

From 27—29 September 2017 Christchurch is hosting the 10th Social Enterprise 
World Forum (SEWF) with an expected attendance of nearly 2000. This will be 
a key event, with backing from the New Zealand Government and Christchurch 
City Council. The event has always been designed to be a forum, rather than a 
conference, with the objective of generating a lot of interaction by attendees. 

Social Enterprise (SE) offers churches a way to engage with the community from 
simply offering facilities to establishing an SE to address a community problem. 
Social enterprises look to produce a social output and use a business type model 
to achieve financial sustainability and independence.  

Te Raranga, with the support of Laidlaw College and the Akina Foundation 
(http://akina.org.nz/), has put together a workshop aimed at providing 
Churches with the opportunity to learn about SE, explore how they might 
utilise this model, and prepare to get the most out of SEWF 2017.  For  
details of the workshop go to the Eventbrite website:  www.eventbrite.co.nz 
 

Christians Against Poverty's Leaders Breakfast  
Thursday, 22 June, 7:45 am - 9:30 am, at SugarHorse, Unit 3, 100 Moorhouse 
Ave, Addington, Christchurch. Are you looking for new ways to reach your 
community with practical help and the love of Jesus? Christians Against Poverty 
can help! Join us on Thursday, 22 June to find out how you can reach out to 
people in your community by offering a practical poverty relief ministry. 

If you have a heart to reach the poor in your community and you want to be 
part of a nationwide movement, you won't want to miss this opportunity to 
hear how your church can get involved. RSVP  at www.capnz.org/
rsvpleaderevent, or call 0508 422 769. 
 

Update from Presbytery Council Meeting: Thursday 27th April  
Good Conversations:  
Following on from last month’s focus from Dugald Wilson, David addressed the 
topic of Good Conversations. Referencing the incident of Jesus encountering the 
disappointed disciples on the road to Emmaus, he pointed to the verse which 
included: Didn’t we feel on fire as he conversed with us on the road (Luke 24: 32 
Message version). If D.T. Niles said: Christianity is about one beggar telling     
another beggar where he found food, then what can we learn about the art of 
good conversations? 

David suggested six things: 
 Showing interest in others 
 Developing trust in others 
 Allowing for the freedom to withdraw from conversations (thus guaranteeing 

safety) 
 Not talking at people 
 Knowing when to listen and when to say nothing 
 Knowing when to start and when to stop 

In discussion with Council members two more items were added to the list: 
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Presbytery Contact Details 

For the Executive Officer, Rev 

Barry Ayers email to:   

presbyteryalpine@gmail.com 

For the Presbytery Resource 

Minister, Rev Darryl Tempero, 

email to: 

presbytery.resource@gmail.com 

Other items can be sent to the 

Office email address:   

alpinepresoffice@gmail.com 
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 Being present 
 Taking time to eat/drink together 

It needs to be remembered that not all conversations lead to immediate results!  
However, we can always learn to develop our conversations into better          
conversations. 

The Moderator constituted our meeting in prayer. 
People matters: 
 We noted the resignation of Rev Paul Eden from ministry in the Methodist 

and Presbyterian church and sent a message of encouragement to him; 
 We decided to ask the Presbytery Gathering to note its thanks and                  

appreciation for the members of the Christchurch Mission Fund Board who 
have served the Presbytery well over the past 4 years. 

 Presbytery Council will be communicating with the wider Presbytery in the 
time to come concerning nominations for Moderator-Designate of Alpine 
Presbytery. We expect nominations to be in for decision-making prior to the 
October Alpine Presbytery Gathering planned for Oct 6th – 8th in Timaru. 

 The Moderator of PCANZ, Richard Dawson, attended our Council meeting and 
discussed his activities over the first several months of his role. He expressed 
the wider church’s encouragement to the good work happening in our        
Presbytery. 

Easter Camps: 
We received a brief report from Mike Dodge who said the Christchurch Easter 
Camp went very well despite plenty of rain and mud in the opening days. A 
number of young people made commitments of faith and we pray that these 
will be followed up and supported in their respective church groups. 

Ministry Settlement Board Reports: 
We receive two reports, from St Andrew’s at Rangi Ruru and from St Ninian’s 
Christchurch. 

At St Andrew’s the Board is assisting the parish as it considers future options 
and possibilities. Plans are being finalised for ongoing support for the                
congregation for pastoral care and the maintaining of their services of worship. 
It is a small but very loyal and supportive congregation. 

Meanwhile final arrangements are being worked through for a memorandum of 
understanding for ongoing use of the St Andrew’s church building by the           
congregation as the church is transferred into the ownership of Rangi Ruru Girls’ 
School 

At St Ninian’s the Ministry Settlement Board took great pleasure in bringing a 
Call to Presbytery for the Rev Yvonne Smith (currently in Southern Presbytery) 
to come and be their new minister. The Call was transmitted to Southern        
Presbytery and has subsequently been sustained, so Rev Smith will be coming to 
Christchurch in July and an Induction service is planned for Sunday 16th July at 
4pm at St Ninian’s 5 Puriri St., Riccarton, Christchurch. 

Strategy: 
Seven more people will soon begin training as Mission Coaches: Gabe Hawker, 
Rory Grant, Lyn Heine, Sage Harris, Esther Sabey, Charissa Nicol and Grant 
Thompson. Coaches are currently engaged in 11 churches around the              
Presbytery.  

Plans are now in place for our Presbytery Retreat at Hanmer Springs from 11th – 
13th June. Dr Carolyn Kelly will facilitate the Retreat. Registration details will be 
available via our weekly e-Newsletter and website.  

A potential project based at Hanmer was forwarded to the April Presbytery 
Gathering for further discernment.  
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Share the News! 

Please share this Newsletter 

around your Parish, especially 

with members of Session/Parish 

Council and all office bearers.  

Forward the email, or print out  

copies for people to take and 

read. 

If anyone wants to go on the  

distribution lists to receive the 

Newsletter directly, please      

forward their details to Gail in  

the Alpine Office:   

alpinepresoffice@gmail.com 

mailto:alpinepresoffice@gmail.com


Strategy is keen to have more members, including people from other parts of 
the Presbytery. Interested people can contact the convenors, Dugald Wilson or 
Helen Clyde-Smith. 

HR matters: 
 Margaret van Ginkel joins Rory Grant and Darryl Tempero on the Albury/

Pleasant Point Ministry Settlement Board; 
 Terms of Call for Rev Dr Alan Missen (Rangiora) have been changed to half-

time from 1st  May 2017 through to his retirement at 17th December 2017. 
Meanwhile the Rangiora parish has appointed Rev Jason King to a stated    
supply position. Jason is a Baptist Minister who is going through the PCANZ 
receptions process; 

 A Parish Review report on St Kentigern's Burwood has been received; click 
here to view 

 The resignation of Paul Eden as a minister within the Methodist/PCANZ 
churches was noted; 

 HR endorses a current research project being actioned through KCML           
regarding continuing education with ministers, and encourages those chosen 
for this research project to engage fully in the process; 

 Jean Brouwer’s name was added to the list of Contact people in the          
Christchurch area under our Complaints process; 

 Bob Penter and Charlotte Gray’s appointment to the Board of Governors at 
Rangi Ruru School was supported; 

 Rev Rhys Pearson’s appointment to a three-month, ⅓-time stated supply      
position at St Andrew’s Takaka was supported. 

Property & Finance: 
Updates from the Committee included: 
Church Property Trustees (PCANZ) have approved  
 the sale of Wainui Church in Banks Peninsula parish; 
 Kaikoura parish’s application to apply to the Lottery Fund for church organ 

repairs; 
 Increased costs for repairs at the Purchas Street property of the Korean 

Christchurch church; 
 The transfer of the St Andrew’s church to Rangi Ruru School Christchurch; 
 The sale of land at Waiau in the Amuri parish to the local council for social 

housing. 

Business matters from the Committee included: 
 Acceptance of the financial statement for the period ended 31st March 2017 

(download here) 
 Approval of an application from Timaru Presbyterian parish for maintenance 

work at their College Road site (this now going to Church Property Trustees 
for final approval); 

 Approval of an application for sale of the Cheviot church (going to CPT for 
final approval); 

 Approval for an application for an easement for a rebuilt Orion substation on 
the new St Paul’s Trinity Pacific site in Christchurch (going to CPT for final  
approval); 

 Approval for an increased project cost for upgrade and strengthening of St 
Martin’s church Christchurch (going to CPT for final approval). 

General 
Proposal from Kids’ Friendly: Council is exploring with Kids’ Friendly a proposal 
to have a children and families worker based in Christchurch under KF oversight. 
We have established a short-term task group, chaired by Liz Whitehead, to      
investigate the need for this role. 

Next Council Meeting: Thursday 25th May 2017 at Cashmere Presbyterian 
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Church in Christchurch. 

Please Note – the above information from Presbytery Council is a summary of 
recent decisions. For a full copy of the Presbytery Council Minutes please       
contact the Presbytery Office. 
 

Other Newsletters 
Click on the links to view these Newsletters: 
Bush Telegraph May 2017 
PCANZ Finance Newsletter 
WCRC News 
The Buzz—PYM Newsletter 
 

Listening in mission  
Knox Centre for Ministry and Leadership is inviting ministry practitioners into a 
listening in mission practical learning course. This will involve 5 online webinars 
(May 24, July 26, Aug 30, Sept 20, Oct 25).  The webinars will be prayerful,     
Scriptural and offer peer support.   

Listening is an active process, in which we grow by doing. It begins with action, 
stepping into the space of another. It proceeds by “double Listening” - to God 
and people. Online technologies will be used to support ministers in                
undertaking a practical project in their community. As a result, a spirituality of 
presence community building, attentiveness, discernment, experimentation will 
be encouraged. 

Cost is $200 for course resources; another $100 if participants want KCML       
feedback on written project. 

Places limited. Booking and queries to principal@knoxcentre.ac.nz 
Download the flyer here 
 

Power cost saving offer open to parishioners 
Last year Nice 1 made a power cost saving offer to churches. They have now 
opened this offer to church staff, volunteers, parishioners and businesses        
associated with parishioners. This is an exiting opportunity to achieve similar 
cost saving as those achieved by participating churches. Information on the      
process and a link to the survey is contained in this document, and is also      
posted on the PCANZ website. 
 

Free West Papua Movement 
Benny Wenda will be speaking in Christchurch on Friday 12 May, 12.30pm at 
Undercroft 101, Canterbury University, and Saturday 13 May, 10am at the WEA, 
Gloucester Street. 
 

Presbyterian Church Schools’ Resource Office Newsletter 
The Term 2 Newsletter from the Presbyterian Church School’s Resource Office contains 
a link to the Seven Sharp item on the new chapel at St Andrew's College, Christchurch. If 
you would like to see the Newsletter click here. For the website, which has a lot of re-
sources, go to www.presschools.org.nz 

 

From last week 
Alpine Presbytery Gathering 
New Church takes shape 
Christchurch Mission Fund 
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Dropbox link for documents mentioned in this newsletter: control & click,  

or copy and paste the link to your browser:  

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/5k528skz4niqhgg/AABDjLatKUt2-C2reVHA6hVza?dl=0 

Newsletter Items 

Please spread the news about 

what is happening in your area, 

and remember to share this  

Newsletter around your Parish. 

Forward the email, or print out 

copies for people to take and 

read.   

Details of events, or requests to 

be added to the distribution list, 

should be emailed to the office.  

Deadline for items for the next  

Newsletter is Thursday 11th 

May 
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