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Alpine Presbytery Gathering: Friday 28th to Sunday 30th April 
As advertised since last year, this will be our first Presbytery-wide Gathering for 
2017. Our venue for this Gathering will be at The Village Church Bryndwr—an     
opportunity to meet in the newly-opened facility which is currently being finished. 
We will also have the privilege of worshipping with The Village congregation on 
the Sunday morning at the new St Andrew's College Chapel. The Moderator of the 
PCANZ, Right Rev Richard Dawson, will be at the Gathering and will also preach on 
the Sunday morning at St Andrew's. 

Registrations for the Gathering will be available though this Newsletter and our 
Presbytery website. Please be aware that we are inviting all Presbytery members 
(i.e. Presbytery Elders and Ministers) from across Alpine Presbytery and, more 
than that, we are inviting every member of our parishes to come along and attend 
the Gathering. 

Key features at the Gathering will be: 
 Connection - the chance to meet with, share stories and encourage people 

from across our large Presbytery; 
 Resourcing - there will be several inputs to help us learn and consider as we 

serve God in our various communities; 
 Deciding - there will be some matters for us to give serious thought to—future 

directions and decisions that can affect how we work together and resource 
mission. 

The Gathering will begin at 2.30pm on the Friday and conclude at lunchtime on 
the Sunday. Programme details, including practical details regarding cost and ven-
ue, will be published soon. We will arrange billets for those who need them and 
will let you know about special food options. 

Please let people know about this important event, and plan to come and bring 
your friends. Please register when you see those details in our Newsletter. 
 

October Gathering 
Please note that due to a potential clash with another important Conference our 
Presbytery Council has decided to change the date of our October Presbytery 
Gathering scheduled to meet in Timaru. 

The date will now be the weekend of 6th to 8th of October (one week earlier than 
originally notified). We apologise for this change but wanted to avoid the clash 
and allow people to attend another Conference in Christchurch the following 
week. Please adjust the new dates in your diary - thank you! 
 

Charities Services Newsletter 
The March Newsletter from the Charities Services can be viewed online here,  and 
includes New Reporting Standards Update, information on New Grounds for 
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Coming Up 

 Warrant of Fitness Training 
Day—18th March 

 Presbytery Gatherings: 
28-30 April in Christchurch 
6-8 October in Timaru 

 Mental Health and the 
Church: 22nd June at Hope 
Presbyterian. 

 Public lecture by Rev Dr 
Lynne Baab—Thursday 30 
March, Laidlaw College, 
Christchurch. 
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Officer Disqualification, New Zealand Charities Technology Awards Nomination, 
and details of upcoming events. 

To view their previous newsletter, go to www.charities.govt.nz and click on the 
“Newsletters” tab in the middle of the page. 
 

Commissioning at Ellesmere Cooperating 
On Thursday evening, 7th March, 
the Rev Heather Kennedy was     
commissioned as Supply Minister 
(under the Methodist Coordinating 
Partner) for the next two years at 
Ellesmere Cooperating Parish. The 
service was led by Rev Kathryn 
Walters, Synod Superintendent, 
and Heather and Jim were warmly 
welcomed by the local church and 
community, including leaders from 
other local churches in the area. 
Heather comes most recently from 
Invercargill.  

The church at Ellesmere is looking 
forward to the next two years with 
her leadership. 

 
Changes to the Christchurch Mission Fund 
Presbytery members in the former Christchurch Presbytery area will soon       
receive a voting opportunity regarding disbanding the Christchurch Mission 
Fund Board. Due to the original Board and terms of reference of the             
Christchurch Mission Fund being set up by the former Christchurch Presbytery, 
we are bound to ask those members to determine this matter for us. 

The current CMF Board has asked us to take this action. It is essentially an       
efficiency move and will not affect the status of current funds held by the CMF. 
With the advent of the new Alpine Mission Fund Board it was thought that 
putting all administration under one Board would be a better use of people's 
energies and time. It is important to note that all funds allocated for current 
ongoing projects monitored by the CMF would still be honoured. Funds in the 
CMF are steadily diminishing so these funds would be used for projects in the 
former Christchurch area until exhausted. 

Any questions about this matter can be directed to the Presbytery Office. 
 

Moderator’s Neighbours Day Message 2017 
As we move toward the season of Lent, we think about living simply, and the 
things we might give up to allow us to better focus on our relationship with God. 
Each year in late March, our parishes throughout New Zealand celebrate Neigh-
bours Day Aotearoa, a time when we reach out the hand of welcome and 
friendship to our neighbours and build safe and loving communities together.  

Neighbours Day offers us a wonderful opportunity to engage in the spirit of 
Lent. Can I ask you to please consider foregoing some Easter treats this year and 
pool the money saved to offer a gift to the refugees or new migrants in your 
area on 25-26 March?  

“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave 
me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in…” Matthew 25:35 

As we get to know the people who live alongside us this year, let’s make a spe-
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Presbytery Contact Details 

Email for the Executive Officer, 

Rev Barry Ayers should be sent 

to:   

presbyteryalpine@gmail.com 

 

Email for the Presbytery        

Resource Minister, Rev Darryl 

Tempero, should be sent to: 

presbytery.resource@gmail.com 

 

Other items can be sent to the 

Office email address:   

alpinepresoffice@gmail.com 

Revs Kathryn Waters, Heather Kennedy, & Barry Ayers 

https://www.charities.govt.nz/
mailto:presbyteryalpine@gmail.com
mailto:presbytery.resource@gmail.com
mailto:alpinepresoffice@gmail.com


cial effort to recognise and celebrate those who have come to our country      
seeking safe haven and a better future. Let us reach out with a warm welcome to 
our refugee and migrant neighbours. 

Most of them are missing family and friends who are far away—perhaps left   
behind in a war-torn country—and are facing huge challenges adapting to a new 
culture and environment. I urge you to let them feel our love and hospitality 
with, if you can, a gift card that allows them to purchase what they are in need of. 

If a grocery voucher or a gift card isn’t practical for your congregation, you could 
consider hosting an event: an afternoon tea, a BBQ, family fun day or simply   
sharing some home baking—whatever your congregation can manage—to make 
new families feel at home in your community.  

The Church has ten $50 grocery gift cards available to assist congregations with 
Neighbours Day outreach to refugee families. If you know of a refugee family in 
your area and would like a card to gift, email angela@presbyterian.org.nz   

Visit the Church’s website http://www.presbyterian.org.nz/for-ministers/
prescare/neighbours-day-2017 for more information on how to apply for this 
grant, read stories of our churches’ work with refugees, find Neighbours Day   
resources, and learn more about how to get involved.  

 Richard Dawson, Moderator of Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New Zealand 
 

Office Administrator/Treasurer—Wairau 

The Wairau Presbyterian Parish is seeking a sole charge Office Administrator/
Treasurer—part-time, 20 hours per week. 

The ideal candidate will have:  
 Excellent communication skills  

 Empathy, reliability and trustworthiness  

 An ability to work unsupervised and prioritise  

 Experience with Microsoft Office programmes  

 Good accounting knowledge and be familiar with MYOB  

 A willingness to support the vision, goals and values of the Parish  

Job Descriptions are available from: St. Ninian’s Church Office, ph (03) 578 8895 
or email: wairauparish@xtra.co.nz  
Written applications including a CV, required by Wednesday 22nd March  
 

Rev Dr Lynne Baab 
The Department of Theology and Religion at the University of Otago and Laidlaw 
College warmly invite you to a public lecture by Rev Dr Lynne Baab on the       
topic The Missional Church in Aotearoa: Reflections on a Decade of Serving the 
Church in New Zealand. 

When: Thursday 30 March | 7:30 – 9:00 pm 
Where: Laidlaw College Christchurch, 70 Condell Avenue, Papanui 
RSVP: by Tuesday 28 March to chch@laidlaw.ac.nz or 03 354 4270  

Lynne will also be leading a seminar at 12:30 at Laidlaw on the topic Multiethnic 
Congregations: A Response to Global Migration. 

Lynne Baab came to Dunedin in 2007 from a vibrant congregation in Seattle and 
from a country where church attendance, as a percentage of population, had 
been stable for quite a while. In her first months and years here, she had to come 
to grips with the church decline and secularisation that New Zealand Christians 
are so familiar with. In those years, she started teaching a paper on the missional 
church, and she has collected many stories from New Zealand Christians who are 
ministering effectively in a very challenging environment. She’ll tell those stories 
as well as reflect on what she has learned about the missional church in action in 
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Newsletter Items 

Please spread the news about 

what is happening in your area!  

And remember to share this  
Newsletter around your Parish,  
especially with members of  
Session/Parish Council and all 
office bearers. Forward the 
email, or print out copies for 
people to take and read.   
 

Details of events, or requests to 

be added to the distribution list, 

should be emailed to:   

alpinepresoffice@gmail.com 

 

Deadline for items for the next  

Newsletter is Thursday 16 

March 
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http://www.presbyterian.org.nz/for-ministers/prescare/neighbours-day-2017
http://www.presbyterian.org.nz/for-ministers/prescare/neighbours-day-2017
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Aotearoa. 

Lynne M. Baab, MDiv (Fuller) PhD (Washington), is the Jack Somerville Senior 
Lecturer in Pastoral Theology in the Department of Theology and Religion at the 
University of Otago. She is an ordained minister in the Presbyterian Church 
(USA) and served in two congregations in Seattle, Washington, USA as associate 
pastor and parish associate. She is the author of nine books, five of them on  
aspects of congregational life and congregational leadership and the other four 
focused on Christian spiritual disciplines. She has also written web-based adult 
education materials, several Bible study guides, and numerous magazine articles 
on congregational life and Christian spirituality. In addition to her research and 
teaching at the University of Otago, Lynne serves as adjunct tutor at the Knox 
Centre for Ministry and Leadership.  
 

Resources 
Two very good book resources for all ministers and parish leaders are: 

"Joining God, Remaking Church, Changing the World" - 
Alan Roxburgh  
Synopsis: Are you exhausted trying to "fix" the church? 
It's time to take a new direction: back to the Holy Spirit. 
In an insightful book Roxburgh urges Christ-followers to 
go with Christ into the community, re-engaging with the 
mission of God and re-imagining the enterprise of the 
church. He helps us see that our churches, regardless of 
size, can become vital centres for spirituality and mission. 

"Canoeing the Mountains: Christian Leadership in          
Uncharted Territory" - Tod Bolsinger 
Synopsis: Early US explorers, Lewis and Clark, were     
commissioned to find a waterway trade route across 
America. They set out canoeing up river to cross the     
distant Rockies. They were shocked to discover that the 
Rocky Mountains were a vast range of mountains. Their 
plans and their canoes were no longer of use!  
In these days of change and challenge we can find        
ourselves at a point of despair—our great plans and ways 
no longer work. We have no idea how to proceed. How 
do we lead in uncharted territory? This book will give you 

some illuminating insights and some new navigational tools. It will take courage 
and confidence, but you will be able to move on again. 
 

Laidlaw Lecture Series 

The 2017 Laidlaw Lecture Series is designed to provide a concise selection of      
content from a Laidlaw College course over five weeks. You are invited to attend 
one, two or all three of the courses on offer. 

God’s Story, Our Place: Biblical Theology: this explores the unity, diversity and 
central themes of God’s written word, the Bible, and aims to assist students to 
make sense of the relationship between the Bible, theology and all of life. 
Monday evenings, 7–9pm; 13, 20, 27 Mar & 3, 10 Apr. Cost $50 per person 

Bringing the Old Testament to Life: This course is designed to help students 
read the Old Testament well and search out its contemporary relevance.  
Tuesday evenings, 7–9pm; 23, 30 May & 6, 13, 20 Jun. Cost $50 per person 

Faith has its Reasons: Christian apologetics is the constructive defence of the 
Christian faith, especially in the face of doubt and unbelief. This course aims at 
answering objections and also building bridges for the Gospel of Christ. 
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Presbytery Directory 

Click here to  download the latest 
version of the directory. Please 
continue to advise amendments 
or corrections to Gail in the      
Presbytery Office. New  versions 
are uploaded around the end of 
each month  
 

Alpine Presbytery  
Strategic Framework  

Click here to download the  

Strategic Framework 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/l4pltt4r37obys8/AP%20Directory%20March%202017.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/3q8spya50h7p8e9/Alpine%20Presbytery%20Strategic%20Framework%20May%202015.pdf?dl=0


Tuesday evenings 7–9pm; 29 Aug & 5, 12, 19, 26 Sep. Cost i$50 per person 

For more information please contact: Laidlaw College Christchurch Campus 
Phone: 03 354 4270 Email: Christchurch@laidlaw.ac.nz 
Register at: www.laidlaw.ac.nz/events/lecture-series-Christchurch-2017 
 

Euthanasia: A Duty to Die? 
The Transitional Cathedral, Latimer Square, Saturday 1 April, 9.30am—2.30pm 
A one day seminar on one of the controversial topics of today’s society,               
co-hosted by the Transitional Cathedral and Theology House, Chaired by Bishop 
Victoria Matthews and with speakers from both sides of the debate: Bishop 
Jim White (Assistant Bishop of Auckland), Dr Jack Havill (Immediate Past      
President of Voluntary Euthanasia Society (End of Life Choice)), Renée Joubert 
(Executive Officer, Euthanasia-Free NZ), Rev Dr Graham O’Brien (Co-Chair Inter-
Church Bioethics Council). 

BYO Lunch, tea/coffee provided. 

Registrations to Jill Short at Theology House email: admin@theologyhouse.ac.nz 
or ph: 03 341 3399 by 5 pm Thursday 30 March. 
 

Healthy Families Christchurch 
The Tongan and Fijian Seventh-Day Adventist churches in Christchurch are       
leading the way in healthy lifestyles, challenging their congregations to step up 
and enter The Star City2Surf this year. Both church leaders agree that physical 
health and spiritual health are linked, but all too often “other things can get in 
the way.” Combining the two, they emphasise, is an important step to leading 
healthy lives. 

The full text of this article can be viewed on the Sport Canterbury website: 
www.sportcanterbury.org.nz/new-zealand/detail/index.cfm/2017/03/city2surf-
congregation-challenge/ 
 

Attention people in Prestons (or living nearby) 
Charissa Nicol, KCML intern at St Margaret’s, Bishopdale, is gathering a team to 
explore the needs of the Prestons area. If you want to know more, or would 
consider being part of the team, she would love to talk with you. Please contact 
her on 027 4759360 or charissa@stmargaretschurch.org.nz 
 

From last week 
 Poignant Moment—Christchurch earthquake anniversary 
 Interns 
 Journeys of the Executive Officer 
 A Changed World— visit to Kaikoura 
 Induction  Rev Arii Taimatoara 
 Resourcing Preachers workshop 
 One Small Thing—article from Jill Kayser 
 Kids Friendly eNews 
 Update from Presbytery Council meeting 23 February 
 Kaimai Presbytery Vacancies 
 Lent Resources 
 Newsletters: PCANZ Finance Newsletter 192 (February); PCANZ Bush        

Telegraph—March 2017; CWS February Update; Presbyterian AFFIRM       
Newsletter; Global Christian Forum News; The BUZZ—Presbyterian Youth 
Ministry updates  

 Presbytery Directory 
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Dropbox link for documents mentioned in this newsletter: control & click,  

or copy and paste the link to your browser:  

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/5k528skz4niqhgg/AABDjLatKUt2-C2reVHA6hVza?dl=0 

Share the News! 

Please share this Newsletter 

around your Parish, especially 

with members of Session/Parish 

Council and all office bearers.  

Forward the email, or print out  

copies for people to take and 

read. 

If anyone wants to go on the  

distribution lists to receive the 

Newsletter directly, please      

forward their details to Gail in  

the Alpine Office:   

alpinepresoffice@gmail.com 
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