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Newsletter 15th June 2017

You will be able to view this newsletter in your browser (see link top right), but there is no pdf

version available whilst Gail, our Office Support person, is on leave. She will be back at the end of

July and the Newsletter format will then revert to normal.

Newsletters in June & July 
Our Office Support person, Gail Weaver, will be on leave until 24th July, which means that Barry Ayers will

have to prepare the Newsletters for the next few weeks.  They will therefore only be sent in the email

version, with no pdf available to download. Please be gentle with him during this time!

Presbytery Retreat 
35 people from across the Presbytery gathered at Hanmer Springs for the recent
Retreat (June 11th - 13th). In a re-creating environment of mountain vistas we were
well catered for with good times of input, reflection and relationship. Our facilitator
was Rev Dr Carolyn Kelly, Maclaurin Chaplain at Auckland University. Carolyn wove
together scripture and poetry and history of the Reformation to take us through a
process of helping us consider how we relate to God and one another. We
considered opportunities that God presents before us; the huge changes happening
in our world(with similar themes from the Reformation 500 years ago); the "doors" in
our lives; seeing where God is at work in our world; coping with crises; and making
friends with failure. It was another valuable opportunity to take time to deepen our
connection with God and each other.

 
Rev Dr Carolyn Kelly

http://mailchi.mp/c795dbc13ed2/alpine-presbytery-newsletter?e=[UNIQID]


Council of Assembly 
The Council of Assembly met for regular business from 26-27 May 2017 at the Home of Compassion,

Island Bay, Wellington. Council has already sent their summary newsletter to ministers and parishes. If

you would like to read the key decisions / discussions from their latest meeting please click here. 

Election of Moderator-Designate of PCANZ (2018-2020) 
In light of the recent decision of the Right Rev Andrew Norton to withdraw from being
Moderator-Designate of the PCANZ, Council of Assembly decided to setup a
Commission to create a process to elect a new Moderator-Designate. This person
will then become Moderator at the 2018 General Assembly due to be held in
Christchurch in October 2018. 
This week all Parish Clerks will have received a letter and an outline of the role of the
PCANZ Moderator. A copy of the letter and role outline can be accessed here.  
This is undoubtedly an exceptional situation for the wider church. 
The time-frame for parishes to send their nominations to the Presbytery is relatively
tight. All parish nominations need to be sent to the Presbytery no later than Monday
the 31st July 2017. The Presbytery then has a short time to chose one of those
nominations to forward to the national office. 
We realise that some parishes may not have a parish council/session meeting within
the mid-June to end of July time-frame. We would ask you to be 'creative' around
this to ensure that you do have the chance to prayerfully & carefully submit a
nomination. We cannot receive late nominations. 
If you have any questions about this process please contact the Moderator of
Presbytery, Rev David Coster, or the Presbytery Office as soon as possible. We do
encourage you to engage in this unique process as quickly and as best as you can.

Stated-Supply Position - St Andrew's at Rangi Ruru 
St Andrews at Rangi Ruru (STaRR) is seeking a suitable person for a half time Stated Supply role to carry

out the following functions: 

a. Organising and leading the services at STaRR; preaching twice per month; arranging a service leader

for the other Sundays; 

b. Organising any operational rosters required to support the services; 

c. Ensure Sunday notices and other necessary communications material is produced and distributed as

required; 

d. Attending to the pastoral care of the STaRR congregation. This will involve the systematic and regular

visiting of the parishioners, arranging suitable community events, supporting parishioners in times of

specific need. 

This role would report to the Parish Council. The terms of employment are flexible. This could be a role for

an independent contractor, or as an employee of the parish. 

All conditions of employment will be negotiated with the successful applicant. 

This role could suit a recently retired minister. 

Please email your application that includes a letter and relevant cv to standrewsatrr@xtra.co.nz 

Special Event for your diaries... 
Rev Darryn Hickling has been approved to be received into full Connexion within the
  
Methodist Church – a transfer from the Uniting Church in Australia.  Darryn currently

https://www.dropbox.com/s/07rxwrxvovrzihg/Council%20News%20June%202017.docx?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/gqluw4d9vqlwv2e/letter%20to%20PCs.docx?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/h95cjc6vb7zht87/Role%20of%20Moderator.docx?dl=0


  
serves at Linwood Ave Union Church under Christian Churches of NZ. 
This service for Rev. Darryn Hickling will be at Wainoni Methodist Church on Friday
July 28th at 7pm. The President of the Methodist Church, Rev Prince Devanandan
will lead the service. 
There is warm welcome extended to all to come and support Darryn on this special
occasion.

Presbyterian Women's Association NZ - latest news 
For the latest Bush Fire magazine; information and registration material on a
Presbyterian Women's Assembly "Look who's at the well" (3rd - 5th November in
Mosgiel) click the following links... 
Bush Fire magazine 
Women's Assembly poster 
Women's Assembly registration pack 
Women's Assembly accommodation 

Theologians Series 
Theology House and the Transitional Cathedral are offering in 2017 a series of
visiting Theologians speaking at the Transitional Cathedral, Hereford Street,
Christchurch. The format will be that the theologian preaches at the cathedral’s
Sunday 5 pm Evensong and then speaks in a seminar format over refreshments with
those who remain to engage with the theologian. 
A poster for the whole series is attached here. We would be grateful if you were to
print the poster and display on your church noticeboard. 
The first theologian in the series is Christopher Holmes, University of Otago. We
would appreciate if you could distribute the following notice in your church
newsletters. (We do understand, of course, if you have an evening service
yourselves and thus do not want to advertise this opportunity!) 
Possible NOTICE: 
Hear  Prof. Christopher Holmes, University of Otago, “Who is Jesus, really?”, 5
pm Evensong, Sunday 25 June at the Transitional Cathedral with informal seminar
over refreshments to follow. All welcome. 
“Christopher Holmes is Associate Professor of Systematic Theology in the
Department of Theology and Religion, University of Otago, Dunedin and an
Honorary Associate Priest at St. John’s Roslyn. Chris has Masters’ and Doctoral
degrees from Wycliffe College, University of Toronto. His books and articles cover
various Christian doctrines in dialogue with great theologians like Thomas Aquinas
and Karl Barth. His latest book is The Lord is Good: Seeking the Face of God in the
Psalter, to be published late 2017.” 
With thanks 
Peter Carrell - Theology House, ChCh Anglican Diocese

Kids Friendly - a Winter time project! 
Winter time is a wonderful time to hunker down with pens, paper, paint, glue, glitter
(you name it…) and BIG IMAGINATIONS about how small acts of love can make a
BIG DIFFERENCE in our world. 
þ Check out the many resources we have created over the years to inspire your

https://www.dropbox.com/s/35fzy59a19okutb/Bush%20Fire%202017%20-%20June.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/uwi960jdo00e1na/Women%27s%20Assembly%20poster.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/pzq1u402p79roxl/2017%20Gathering%20Registration%20Pack.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/n4omkj2qx6zxls4/PWANZ%20Women%27s%20Assembly%20accommodation%202017.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/sjf0nwejsmsznht/Theologians%20series%20sm%202017.pdf?dl=0


children to engage with Jesus’ commandment to LOVE ONE ANOTHER. 
þ Create time and space for children to create during church, ‘Sunday School’, after
school care, preschool, playgroups, Kids Club, holiday programmes or at home. 
þ Download the attached entry form 
þ send or deliver your entry to any of these recipients: 
  
 

 

AUCKLAND:  LOVE REACHES OUT, c/o Somervell Presbyterian, 497
Remuera Road, AUCKLAND 1050 
Christchurch: LOVE REACHES OUT, c/o 1 Toledo Place, Mt Pleasant,
Christchurch 8081 
DUNEDIN: LOVE REACHES OUT, c/o Presbyterian Support, 407 Moray
Place, DUNEDIN, 9016 
 

The Love Reaches Out competition closes on Friday 31, July

Phew! Good to get this far without destroying the Newsletter. Enjoy your time away
Gail, but don't stay away forever!  :)

Final, reflective thought... 
“Refuelling” by Joy Cowley 
  
Morning prayer works something like this: the old car puIls up at the service station,
out of gear, brake on, engine switched off, and it waits in stillness, to be refuelled.
The car has no understanding of the filling process. It is programmed for movement.
It only knows refuelling and movement are connected. This pause each morning
means it can run all day without faltering: no hill too steep, and no road too rough. 
  
This doesn’t mean the roads have changed.  The difference is the sweet energy
that’s been given to the car without cost. 
  
Yes, prayer is like that. Though a metaphor is limited and can’t contain all truth, we
know a prayer routine fills us with a peace that flows out into our day; but sometimes
we get a little anxious about technique.
  
We try fitting prayer into labelled boxes and we become distressed when it doesn’t. 
  
I‘m reminded of a woman who attended a day of reflection. This woman had 52
years of consecrated life and she was like a beacon in the group. Stillness and
peace radiated from her to calm fractured energy in the room, and her smile was like
a sunrise. Yet this woman went to the retreat facilitator and said she had a problem.
”All my life I haven’t known how to pray." For a moment, the retreat facilitator was
silent with awe, then I said, ”Your whole life is prayer. Tell me how you do that.” 
  
When we become concerned about the way we‘re praying, we’re unwittingly making
God too small … Prayer is intention, the leaning of the heart towards its Homeland,
communication with an energy so small it lights the eye of an ant, and so big it’s the
pulse of a starry night. 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/toes4axhwsxd9kv/SmallThings_GreatLove_Rego_address%20updated.pdf?dl=0


  
When the heart is leaning towards love, prayer follows close behind. 
  
We hold the hand of a friend, feel the warmth of another life touching ours, and know
in that touch — an instant of eternity. We look at a new-born baby, and while our
head says, “This child is one day old," our heart tells us, ”This soul is ancient and it
comes with God in its eyes." 
  
Love brings us to prayer in many ways, through beauty, delight, thanksgiving. Love
heightens the senses, so ripe strawberries in a blue dish on a summer’s day can
carry us through wonder to the edge of Mystery. 
  
Words will bring us to prayer if we are attentive. The repetition of liturgy can dull our
awareness, but if our heart is an open bowl, then words of nourishment will leap into
it with new life. We encounter God in, “the fountain of all holiness” and become one
“through him, with him, in him,” Whatever we need will be given, if we ask with a
begging heart. 
  
Our own words to God become sacred when they're spoken from the heart. I don't
mean “pious” words but talk about the real things of life including pain, doubt,
restlessness, and exhaustion. Haven't we all at times, cried from our emptiness, "My
God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" And haven't we then discovered that the
truth of crucifixion is resurrection, and that we were emptied so we could be filled
with something greater?  
  
Actions can bring us to prayer, the kindness of others, and the times we have
reached out past the “me first” instinct. It can be an action as small as catching the
fly on the window and releasing it outside; but when we do it, we know we've
stepped into a larger place and made connection with the sacred energy that exists
in all life. Through Him all things were made and without Him was not anything made
that was made. John 1:1. To act for the greater good is prayer in motion.  
  
Listening is prayer. In times of stillness the mind will chatter trivia, but that doesn't
matter, Again, it’s the intention of the heart that's important. The heart is waiting. It is
open. And it will be filled. 
  
Even if our mind is unaware of what's happening, there will be another kind of
knowing in us. Afterwards, we experience a calm in the body, a lightness to our
steps, a peace that settles over us, and guidance when we need it.  
  
So here I am again, Lord, the old car pulling into the service station, slow, a bit
battered, but confident of the process - although I don't know how it happens, As for
your fuel, I don't know what to call it, but it feels a lot like high octane love. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

COMING UP:

 
Mental Health and the Church: 22nd
June at Hope Presbyterian 
 
PYM Connect: 21-23 July at El Rancho,
Waikanae 
 
Motueka Uniting Parish Centenary—18-
20 August 
 
Next Presbytery Gathering: 6-8 October
in Timaru 
 
Ethics & Risk Management training—
Tuesday 21st November 
 
 
 
PRESBYTERY CONTACTS

Email Rev Barry Ayers, Executive
Officer: presbyteryalpine@gmail.com 
  
Email Rev Darryl Tempero, Presbytery
Resource Minister: 
presbytery.resource@gmail.com 
  
Other items can be emailed to the Office:
alpinepresoffice@gmail.com 
 
 

SHARE THE NEWS

Please share this Newsletters around your

Parish, especially with members of

Session/Parish Council & all office

bearers.  Forward the email, or print out

copies for people to take and read. 
 
Anyone wanting to go on the distribution

lists to receive the Newsletter directly,

please contact Gail in the Alpine

Office: alpinepresoffice@gmail.com
 
 
 
 
 
NEWSLETTER ITEMS

Spread the news about what is happening

in your area! Send details to:

alpinepresoffice@gmail.com  
 
The deadline for items for next week's
Newsletter is Thursday 22nd June. 
 
 
 

PRESBYTERY DIRECTORY:  
The most recent version of the Directory can be viewed/downloaded here.  
Please continue to advise amendments or corrections to Gail in the Presbytery Office. New
versions are uploaded around the end of each month.

 
THE ALPINE PRESBYTERY STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK; 
This can be downloaded here, or from the Alpine Presbytery website: alpinepresbytery.org

Copyright © 2017 Alpine Presbytery, All rights reserved. 
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