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Newsletter 22nd June 2017

You will be able to view this newsletter in your browser (see link top right), but there is no pdf

version available whilst Gail, our Office Support person, is on leave. She will be back at the end of

July and the Newsletter format will then revert to normal.

Next Alpine Presbytery Gathering 
A reminder notice for your diaries that the next Presbytery-wide Gathering for everyone will be
from Friday 6th October till Sunday 8th October 2017 in Timaru based at Timaru Presbyterian
Parish. This will be open to all people across the Presbytery, however all Ministers and Presbytery

elders are urged to attend! More details about content and arrangements for the next Gathering
will be outlined in the time to come. Meanwhile, please keep this event clearly marked in your diary
and plan to come!

Risk Management an Ethics Course
Our next training course for Ministers and key leaders (especially those working with children, youth and

in a pastoral capacity) is planned for Tuesday 21st November in Christchurch. The course will be from

mid-morning to mid-afternoon. This is compulsory for all ministers every 3 years (to maintain their

certificate of good-standing) and urged for all working in a pastoral situation. More details will be notified in

due course. There is no cost for attending this course.

Moderator PCANZ Voting - URGENT! 
By now all parish clerks in every parish should have received information on the nominating of the next

Moderator of the PCANZ. Every parish is entitled to nominate a suitably-qualified person. Please refer to

the outline of the role of the Moderator which was sent with the nominating information. 

It is vital that parishes respond within the time-frame. You may need to hold a special meeting of your

parish council or governance group to achieve this time-frame. All parish nominations must be received by

the Alpine Presbytery Office no later than Monday 31st July 2017. No late nominations can be

received.  

If you have not received your nomination information or have any questions please contact the Presbytery

Executive Officer, Barry Ayers, or the Presbytery Moderator, David Coster as soon as possible. 

http://mailchi.mp/ca2d00ee1541/alpine-presbytery-newsletter?e=[UNIQID]


All parishes, including Union and Cooperating parishes are involved in this important process. We look

forward to hearing from you soon.

Please Note: 
The Presbytery Executive Officer, Barry Ayers, will be on Study Leave next week. With Gail away you will

not receive any reply from the Presbytery Office. During Barry's absence if you have any urgent matter

that needs attention please contact either the Moderator Rev David Coster on (03) 322 5612 or 027 220

5765 or our HR Convenor Rev Anne Stewart on (03) 351 4945 or 021 032 3329. 

The Presbytery Office will be open again from Tuesday 4th July.

Special Invite to Burwood Hospital

We would love to invite clergy, pastoral workers and parish visitors to join us at Burwood Hospital on 26

July for morning tea and a conversation about the Spiritual Care of Older Persons, hospital visiting and

what happens at Burwood Hospital.

We are keen to foster strong links with parishes as we seek to deliver effective pastoral care to patients

and families.  We are noticing emerging trends in Older Persons health that concern us pastorally. 

For more information please refer here and for a map of the hospital please check here. 
Rev Sandra Wright Taylor -Chaplain

A new possibility... 
A Time to Sow 
Kiwi Church are looking to plant a new congregation in a rural context, and have a "conversation and

planning day" on Thursday 20 July in Halswell with the potential leaders of the new initiative. 

Anyone is invited to join us who are thinking about starting something different in their patch. We thought

by creating a learning community for a day, and using this rural context as a case study, it may help you

discern your next practical steps in this kind of venture.   

For more information contact Darryl, d.tempero@xtra.co.nz, 027 5560055

Need, not greed 
Inner-city churches (along with EcuAction) have organised their 4th series of Seminar-Forums, beginning

late in July. 

To hear Professor Shamubeel Eaqub speak on Secure Housing for All, there is a seminar planned for

Thursday 27th July at the Knox Church Centre ChCh at 5.30pm. More details are available here.

Refugee Sunday - July 20th 

The coming weeks are the time in the church year when we remember refugees and people displaced

by war and disaster.  The numbers of people - 65.3 million - are overwhelming but we need to respond as

https://www.dropbox.com/s/skkhvme97yypp8m/The%20Chaplaincy%20Team.docx?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/3qy0oqksnlxjxs9/burwood%20hospital%20with%20chapel%20parking%20and%20entry.jpg?dl=0
mailto:d.tempero@xtra.co.nz
https://www.dropbox.com/s/4cir66l50fs391o/2017%20Forums%20Flyer%20Need%20not%20Greed%20A4.2%20%281%29.pdf?dl=0


people of faith and out of respect for their fundamental human rights. 

Refugee Sunday is a time to celebrate the contributions refugees make, pray for their safety and offer our

  support

Gillian Southey

P.S. UNHCR will announce the latest figures on 20 June, World Refugee Day.

For church resources please search on the Christian World Service (CWS) website

at http://www.cws.org.nz/ 

a Reformation event... 
Martin Luther and the Reformation 500 years on 
Saturday 12th August - 10am-3pm 

Whakatu Presbyterian Church 

Florence Street, Richmond 

An opportunity provided by Presbyterian AFFIRM and Whakatu Presbyterian Church for Presbyterians

around the Top of the South to gather and hear an “Inspirational” message on the Reformation. 

Morning:  Dr Stuart Lange (church historian and Senior Research Fellow at Laidlaw College) will give us a

lively, accessible overview of what Luther was all about, and why he still matters today 

Afternoon:  Q & A with Stuart, as well as an open sharing time led by Jon Parkes talking about the

Whakatu journey 

Morning tea, lunch and afternoon tea will be provided at no cost but a Koha would be welcome 

RSVP Whakatu Presbyterian by 4th August 

whakatupresoffice@gmail.com Phone 547 7773 

All welcome 

              

Stated Supply Position at St Andrew's at Rangi Ruru 
A half-time position is currently available. For more information please contact the Interim Moderator Rev

Hamish Galloway at hamish.galloway@hopechurch.net.nz or 027 603 0063

For Your Diary... 
Sunday 25th June at 5pm 

Evensong at the Transitional Cathedral in ChCh with visiting Professor Christophr Holmes speaking on

"Who is Jesus Really?" followed by an informal seminar over refreshments. 

 

Sunday 16th July at 4pm 

Induction of Rev Yvonne Smith at St Ninian's Church, Riccarton, ChCh 

 

Thursday 27th July from 10am 

Next Alpine Presbytery Council meeting 

 

mailto:whakatupresoffice@gmail.com


Friday 28th July at 7pm 

Service for Rev Darryn Hickling at Wainoni Methodist Church as Darryn is received into full connexion in

the Methodist Church of NZ.

A final, reflective thought... 

Lynne Baab, former Lecturer in Pastoral Theology at the University of Otago, has a wonderful blog page

at lynnebaab.com 

Her latest blog series is on Friendship. Here's her recent post...

Tuesday June 20 2017 

I often think of friendship as a verb, and when I think of actions that shape friendship, what comes to mind first

and foremost is the willingness to take initiative. Over and over.

Initiative means making some kind of response after a friend has surgery. Perhaps a card, a meal, a gift, a

phone call or a visit. Initiative means creating opportunities to listen when a friend is going through a crisis

—suggesting a conversation over coffee, making time for a phone call or sending an email with specific

questions about the situation. Initiative means checking in with friends when you haven’t heard from them

for a while. Initiative means remembering to pray for a friend’s needs.

I know that initiative is so important to me because I had to navigate eleven moves in my first fifteen

years. As I look back on my childhood, I can see clearly that if I hadn’t taken initiative over and over to

reach out to potential new friends, I would have been desperately lonely.

The emphasis I place on initiating in friendship also comes from conversations I’ve had with both men and

women over the years. “I have trouble initiating,” many people have told me as they talk about feeling

isolated and wanting more friends.

Serena, a librarian in her fifties, expressed two important beliefs when I interviewed her: “friendship takes

time” and “to be friends requires intentionality; it rarely ‘happens.’” She noted that people so often say,

“Let’s get together,” but find it hard to follow through. “I wouldn’t have either,” she said, “had I not scribbled

notes to myself on my calendar or scraps of paper in my car to ‘call this person’ or ‘invite that person over

for dinner.’”

Serena has nurtured the habit over the years of having people over for tea or dinner, either individually or

in groups, and in this way has developed friendships with neighbors, coworkers and church members.

Tabitha, in her eighties, has reflected a lot about initiative in friendships. She takes frequent initiative with

friends, but is always grateful when someone else jumps in and makes connection with her. She reflected:

“Good friends are caring, loyal and understanding. They’re strong, so you can lean on them. They have

integrity, so you know that what you tell them won’t go any further. They have time for you, and they make

connection with you at least sometimes, so it’s not always you who has to take initiative.”

Initiative in friendships today takes many forms, and in this series of blog posts I’ll describe a variety of

kinds of initiative. I’ll also explore some of the obstacles to initiating. I’ll close with a lovely quotation from

Orlando A. Battista (1917–1995):



The greatest weakness of most humans is their hesitancy to tell others how much they love them while

they’re still alive.

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

COMING UP:

 
PYM Connect: 21-23 July at El Rancho,
Waikanae 
 
Motueka Uniting Parish Centenary—18-
20 August 
 
Next Presbytery Gathering: 6-8 October
in Timaru 
 
Ethics & Risk Management training—
Tuesday 21st November 
 
 
 
 
PRESBYTERY CONTACTS

Email Rev Barry Ayers, Executive
Officer: presbyteryalpine@gmail.com 
  
Email Rev Darryl Tempero, Presbytery
Resource Minister: 
presbytery.resource@gmail.com 
  
Other items can be emailed to the Office:
alpinepresoffice@gmail.com

SHARE THE NEWS

Please share this Newsletters around your

Parish, especially with members of

Session/Parish Council & all office

bearers.  Forward the email, or print out

copies for people to take and read. 
 
Anyone wanting to go on the distribution

lists to receive the Newsletter directly,

please contact Gail in the Alpine

Office: alpinepresoffice@gmail.co
 
 
NEWSLETTER ITEMS

Spread the news about what is happening

in your area! Send details to:

alpinepresoffice@gmail.com  
 
The deadline for items for next week's
Newsletter is Thursday 29th June. 
 
 

PRESBYTERY DIRECTORY:  
The most recent version of the Directory can be viewed/downloaded here.  
Please continue to advise amendments or corrections to Gail in the Presbytery Office. New
versions are uploaded around the end of each month.

 
THE ALPINE PRESBYTERY STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK; 
This can be downloaded here, or from the Alpine Presbytery website: alpinepresbytery.org
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