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Council of Assembly News 
The Council of Assembly met in Auckland from 27 to 28 October. The day prior 
Moderators and clerks/executive officers of presbyteries met. In all this we were 
reminded of the Church we serve, and as the AES wrote in the November Bush 
Telegraph, “He aha te mea nui o te ao, He tangata, he tangata, he tangata”. 

The meeting had a very full agenda and by the time the meeting concluded not all 
the matters were able to be attended to. This means some will be actioned via 
email and others will require a teleconference during the next month. 

Read the full report here: Council News October 2017 
 

Blue Christmas  
A quiet service for anyone who is dreading the Christmas season because it         
reminds them of who is missing, of what they are missing and how much they wish 
it was different. To be held at the Kaiapoi Cooperating Church 53 Fuller St, Kaiapoi 
at 5pm on Sunday 3rd December. 
 

Presbyterian Support calendars 
Presbyterian Support is selling 2018 calendars with proceeds going to their         
services. The calendar features original, vibrant artwork that represents hope and 
strong communities. Each month of your calendar will feature artwork that is      
inspired by our mission to support children, youth, families, and older people to 
become safe, strong, and connected. And to give them hope. All artwork is from 
the Demolition Art Project.  

About the Project:  
The building at 44 Bealey Ave is being demolished due to Earthquake damage. To 
celebrate all the wonderful work that Presbyterian Support does in the               
community, local artists (young and old) have created original works of art inside 
the (soon to be demolished) building.  

Calendar is A4 size and is spiral bound so it will stand up to wear and tear, and cost 
$20 each. Order one at trade.me/PSUSIcalendar or contact Olivia LaMontagne to 
order: 03 363 8209 or olivial@psusi.org.nz 
 

Licensing and Induction services 
 Sage Harris’ Licensing will be at Trinity, Darfield at 7.00pm on Thursday 14th 

December. Everyone is welcome as we encourage Sage as he readies himself 
for serving as a Minister of the PCANZ. There will be a Presbytery meeting for       
Presbytery members immediately prior to the service at 6.45pm. 

 Rev Alistair McNaughton’s induction to St Andrew’s, Geraldine will be at 
4.00pm on Sunday 28th January 2018. 
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Coming Up 

 Licensing for Sage Harris: 
Thursday 14 December, at 
Trinity, Darfield 

 Induction of Alistair 
McNaughton to St Andrew’s 
Geraldine: Sunday 28 January 
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PressGo Board Members Sought 

The Council of Assembly, in conjunction with PressGo, is calling for expressions of 
interest from those interested in being nominated as a PressGo Board member. 

We have TWO vacancies and are looking for people who are excited about the     
mission of God and encouraging new initiatives and expressions of church. Board 
members are appointed by the COA and have specific areas of expertise such as: 
knowledge of the church, governance, business development, fundraising,          
marketing, communication, finance and entrepreneurship. 

These are voluntary positions and involve three meetings each year, usually in 
Wellington, as well as participation in teleconferences and email discussions. In 
addition to evaluating complex projects and making funding decisions,                  
contributing to the board’s strategic work is also a priority. Your expression of    
interest should make clear what you will bring to the life and work of PressGo. If 
you have previously expressed interest in nomination, please feel free to re-submit 
your details.   

Please email your expression of interest addressing what you will contribute as a 
Board member, together with a personal profile and details of your relevant         
experience and skills, to the PressGo Board, care of Rev Sharon Ross Ensor at     
sharonrossensor@gmail.com. If you have any questions, please contact Sharon on 
027 810 4358. 

All expressions of interest need to be received by 5.00pm Monday 8 January and 
are for a term of 4 years commencing February 2018. 
 

Charities Services Newsletter - November 2017 
See the newsletter on their website: www.charities.govt.nz/news-and-events 
 

Update from Presbytery Council Meeting, 23rd November  
Christ the King! 
David shared a reading (Romans 10: 5-15) from “Christ the King Sunday” (26th No-
vember). TS Eliot once described Christ as a “tiger”. Tigers can be lithe; patrolling 
up and down. They silently glide across the ground alert to the slightest move-
ment. Does the living “Word of God” similarly track us all the time? Paul, in a 
sense, was ‘pounced on’ by the living Word. When the conveyor of the Good News 
took hold of him he changed his ways. Faith is a gift – unearned and yet available 
to all by God’s grace. Have we had people tell us what we need to do to be ac-
ceptable to God? The truth is that the work that took place at the cross speaks of 
an unearned gift (the temple curtain torn in two; the barrier is down) which all we 
have to do is to accept Him.  

The Moderator constituted our meeting in prayer. 

People matters… 
 Council noted the recent death of Marjorie Pierce, wife of Rev Len Pierce of 

Christchurch; 
 Council sent greetings to Rev Fakaofo Kaio after his election as incoming         

Moderator of PCANZ; 
 Council sent best wishes to Jill Kayser as she completed her time as Kids Friendly 

Coach for PCANZ and moves on to a new role as Chaplain to the Auckland CBD; 
 Council sent best wishes to Rev Kyoung Han as he completes his term (February 

2018) as PCANZ Asian Ministries Coordinator and returns with his family to      
Korea. 

Looking ahead… 
 Presbytery Council has set dates for its monthly meetings for 2018 on each 

fourth Thursday of the month with the first meeting for 2018 scheduled for        
January 25th; 
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Alpine Presbytery  
Strategic Framework  

Click here to download the  

Strategic Framework 

Presbytery Directory 

Click here to  download the latest 
version of the directory. Please 
continue to advise amendments 
or corrections to Gail in the      
Presbytery Office. New  versions 
are uploaded around the end of 
each month  
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 The Alpine Presbytery Gathering for 2018 will be held on the weekend 27th – 29th 
April at a venue to be confirmed in Christchurch; 

 The General Assembly of PCANZ will be held at St Andrew’s College Christchurch 
from the 3rd to the 7th of October 2018; 

 Dates for a Presbytery Retreat and mini-Regional Gatherings will be advertised 
into the New Year. 

A Success Story of a Church that explored 
possibilities… 
Kiwi Church is an innovative, relationally-

based faith community that has emerged in the past several years. Led by Rev  
Darryl Tempero and encouraged by the former Christchurch Presbytery and given 
some oversight by The Village Church in Christchurch, Kiwi Church has steadily 
found its way through its early days. Kiwi Church is a new model of church and like 
many other “fresh expressions” of church is not easy to understand from a         
distance. It looks different from what many people may consider forms a church 
but is nonetheless very relevant and connecting with its community. 

A short quote from their recent report to Presbytery Council says: 
We have a monthly rhythm of different activities, wanting to affirm healthy        
relationships are the key to all we do. While it is not about numbers, to give you an 
idea of our activity at a recent BBQ there were 45 people attending, and at the 
most recent fortnightly worship service (called “Thin Place” – a Celtic term) there 
were 47 people there, with around 18 under 20 years old. Every 5th Sunday we   
intentionally meet with God outdoors, and believe growing in our theology of the 
outdoors and creation is a vital missional activity. 

Darryl & team are very grateful to Presbytery and The Village who helped 
“incubate” this fledgling faith community. The freedom to experiment and the 
support to stand by and assist when necessary has been greatly appreciated. At 
their recent AGM Kiwi Church ordained its first 3 elders. 

Kiwi Church strives to be an authentic community of faith in today’s context. If you 
would like to know more about their journey please contact Rev Darryl Tempero at 
d.tempero@icloud.com or ph 027 556 0055 

Strategy Committee 
Strategy has asked for a standing reporting spot in all Alpine Presbytery               
Gatherings. Strategy has been working with Burwood-St Kentigern’s as they plan 
repairs and improvements to their building. Strategy has indicated strong support 
for building projects at Hope Rolleston and Hope West Melton and also a ministry 
appointment at Whakatu. Strategy is working with Crossway and Kaikoura parishes 
for helpful outcomes to their future mission. Strategy is seeking new membership 
and is planning a mid-December Retreat to plan for the future and to see how they 
can assist the Presbytery to move beyond survival mode.  

HR matters 
Items discussed by the HR team this month included: 
 A new KCML Intern, Donald Gordon, is beginning next year and will be based at 

Pleasant Point. His commissioning service will be on Sunday 18th February 2018; 
 Two Parish Review reports, from Kaiapoi Cooperating and Oxford Union, were 

received; 
 Rev Nancy-Jean Whitehead was appointed Interim Moderator at Kaiapoi          

Cooperating parish while Rev Stephanie Wells is on study leave in the UK from 
10th January till 10th April 2018; 

 Presbytery authorised Peter Smale to conduct communion in the Motueka        
Cooperating parish. 

Property & Finance 
Updates on some projects: 
 Plains – sale of Lauriston: a very successful auction day, property sold above 
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Presbytery Contact Details 

For the Executive Officer, Rev 

Barry Ayers email to:   

presbyteryalpine@gmail.com 

For the Presbytery Resource 

Minister, Rev Dr Darryl  

Tempero, email to: 

presbytery.resource@gmail.com 

Other items can be sent to the 

Office email address:   

alpinepresoffice@gmail.com 

mailto:d.tempero@icloud.com
mailto:presbyteryalpine@gmail.com
mailto:presbytery.resource@gmail.com
mailto:alpinepresoffice@gmail.com


valuation and contents all sold and removed on the day; 
 Crossway – development with North Avon Baptist: Presbytery reps have been 

working with the congregation and the various Church Partners to assist them 
with their building project and mission focus;  

 St James, Spreydon: a sale agreement was approved by Church Property     
Trustees and the property is listed on Trade Me with signage outside. Closing 
date for tenders is 6th December 2017 with settlement on 24th January; 

 Whakatu – Press Go application for a development grant: Presbytery              
supported the parish’s application for a new ministry initiative and the full grant 
of $115,000 was given by Press Go. 

 Whakatu – application for exemption from 10% MEF deduction on sale of      
Tahunanui property: Presbytery supported this to Council of Assembly and   
approval has been received.  

 St Paul’s Trinity Pacific - Church Build: the project is on track to be completed 
construction prior to Christmas. Code of Compliance will probably not be        
received until sometime in January and the new pews not installed until late     
January, hence a date has been set for an official opening service of 8 February 
2018.  

 Hope - Rolleston new build: concept plans and specifications received.  
 Banks Peninsula - Sale of Wainui property: market valuation submitted to CPT 

and approval of sale finalised; subsequently parish has received the go ahead to 
negotiate with a potential purchaser.  

 Korean Christchurch - strengthening of Packe Street is underway with the     
contract being signed.  

Matters discussed included: 
 Whakatu – sale of Richmond property: the parish has applied to sell their    

Richmond property as the next step in the restructuring of their property        
resources.  

 Hope – concept designs for West Melton building extensions: the parish has 
submitted concept plans and specifications for extensions to their West Melton 
property. 

 St Paul’s Trinity Pacific – Youth Hall detailed design: the parish has submitted 
the detailed design plans and specifications for the Youth Hall. 

Decisions made: 
 That Presbytery accepts the Alpine Financial Statements for the four months 

ended 31st October 2017; 
 That Alpine Presbytery approve the Whakatu Parish application to sell their 

property at 11 Florence Street, Richmond, at a price in line with the valuation 
received; 

 That Alpine Presbytery approve the Hope application for concept approval for 
major alterations/ additions to their property at 5601 West Coast Road, West 
Melton; 

 That Alpine Presbytery support the Kowai Cheviot submission to sell their       
Cheviot property to a Community Trust. 

Ministry Settlement Boards: 
Whakatu parish (Nelson): 
The Convenor reported on progress so far. With an Associate Minister position 
already approved, the parish recently had someone to come and meet with them 
and preach for a call. The congregational vote is scheduled for Sunday 3rd             
December. The process to date has run very positively. 

St Kents-Burwood (Christchurch): 
The Convenor, Rev Nancy Jean Whitehead, reported that the MSB, the Parish 
Council and the congregation have all agreed to a Call to Rev Bob Reid. Bob has 
been providing Stated Supply in the parish for some time, however the parish was 
seeking more stability and sought to provide a limited-term call. Rev Bob Reid is 
agreeable to this call. 

 

4 



Presbytery agreed: 
That Rev Bob Reid be called to a half-time ministry in the St Kentigern’s-Burwood 
parish for a period of 2 years ending at 31st December 2019. The terms of call     
being half basic stipend and allowances excluding housing allowance. 

Youth Coordinator’s Report: 
A report from Mike Dodge outlined some activities he had been involved in,          
including: 
 planning for an AMPED Intermediate Camp planned for the start of the school 

holidays; 
 discussions around potential youth work in the Hurunui region; 
 involvement with a new Youth Director appointment for Hope Church         

Christchurch; 
 raising a concern for prayer in light of the worrying numbers of young people 

committing suicide in the Canterbury region. 

Visitors to our meeting: 
Hamish Galloway updated us after a recent Council of Assembly meeting in      
Auckland. Council has many issues on their plate at present. Included in those area 
review of the Global Mission Office. There is also a review underway on the role of 
the PCANZ Moderator and also of the PCANZ Complaints process. COA is looking at 
the PCANZ’s Strategic documentation with a view to re-evaluating key priorities for 
the PCANZ moving forward in mission. These issues will be reported in due course 
to the General Assembly due here in Christchurch next October. 

Sue Quinn, Olivia LaMontagne and Blair Stirling came to share about the work of 
Presbyterian Support Upper South Island. There is currently quite a complexity of 
needs in our wider communities. Social and mental health issues are of growing 
concern. We were able to have a fruitful discussion around these issues and 
PSUSI’s role in helping with needs in the communities of our wider region. 

Students Committee: 
Liz Whitehead updated Council on progress with Local Ordained Ministry (LOM) 
assessments. 

Presbytery agreed: 
 That we endorse Lyn Heine for LOM training at Greymouth Uniting parish; 
 That Presbytery commission Lyn into the role of LOM Probationer at Greymouth 

Uniting. 

General Matters discussed: 
Liz Whitehead reported on feedback provided on Children & Youth Ministries in 
our Presbytery at the Timaru Gathering. As a result Council have asked the        
Presbytery Nominating Committee to establish a short-term Task Group to engage 
in a strategic assessment of whether a role is needed in Presbytery to resource 
these wider ministries. The Task Group would report back to Council and to the 
next Presbytery Gathering in Christchurch. 

Dates were confirmed for 2018 monthly meetings of Presbytery Council (each 
fourth Thursday). 

The Presbytery Nominating Committee has been asked to begin the process of  
reviewing any necessary appointments to various committees of Presbytery by the 
time of the next Gathering in 2018. 

Future events (at this stage) include: 
 Licensing for Sage Harris having completed his KCML Internship – will take place 

at Trinity Church, Darfield, on Thursday 14th December at 7pm (Presbytery 
meeting at 6.45pm); 

 Induction of Rev Alistair McNaughton at St Andrew’s, Geraldine, on Sunday 28th 
January at 4pm (Presbytery meeting at 3.45pm); 

 Official Opening of the new St Paul’s Trinity Pacific Church Christchurch on    
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Share the News! 

Please share this Newsletter 

around your Parish, especially 

with members of Session/Parish 

Council and all office bearers.  

Forward the email, or print out 

copies for people to take and 

read. If anyone wants to go on 

the  distribution lists to receive 

the Newsletter directly, please 

forward their details to Gail in 

the Alpine Office: 

alpinepresoffice@gmail.com 

mailto:alpinepresoffice@gmail.com


Thursday 8th February at 6pm (Presbytery meeting at 5.45pm). The PCANZ     
Moderator will be attending. 

Next Council Meeting: Thursday 25th January at Cashmere Presbyterian Church in 
Christchurch. Note: Council will not be meeting in December although Presbytery 
Committees will be active.  

The Presbytery Office will be closed from 22nd December though until 24th January. 
Our last e-Newsletter for the year will be sent out on Wednesday 20th December 
and the first for the new year on the 25th January.  

Please Note – the above information from Presbytery Council is a summary of    
recent decisions. For a full copy of the Presbytery Council Minutes please go to this 
link: Alpine Council Minutes November 2017 
 

From Jill Kayser 
I never thought this day would come!  

My 14 years as Kids Friendly Coach are nearly over (and I have to say I’m feeling a 
tad emotional – had a bit of a cry last night and my lovely husband Paul sprang into 
action with comfort strategies!) 

Tomorrow is my last day and this is the state of my 
office as I attempt to sort 14 years of resources 
and decide which bits to box and send to (poor) 
Robin in Christchurch, which ones to send to      
archives etc. I have been posting FREE resources 
on facebook – some have gone and others not, so 
have a peak and let me know if anything appeals. 

The jill@kidsfriendly.org.nz email will remain open for a month and will also be 
automatically forwarded to Robin (robin@kidsfriendly.org.nz).    

I start my new role as Chaplain at large to Auckland City Centre on 15 January and 
will have an email address there too but not sure what it is yet. 

Lots are asking: “So what’s happening with Kids Friendly?” 
The Council of Assembly are planning a thorough review of all the service team 
functions (including Presbyterian Youth Ministry and Kids Friendly). While this     
review is happening they will be appointing an interim Kids Friendly coach to work 
alongside Robin in Christchurch (hence the need to pack down the Auckland 
office!) Some of the usual Kids Friendly activity will be reduced due to Robin only 
working 20 hours per week. We (the Kids Friendly team with support from the Kids 
Friendly Focus Group), have highlighted for the COA what we believe are priorities, 
ongoing activities and reduced activities. Otherwise it is business as usual.   

Thank you so much for all your amazing love and support over the years. It has 
been such an incredible journey!       Jill  
 

Snapshots in Mission 
Attendees at the KCML Graduation were gifted with a copy of "Snapshots in       
Mission". This booklet is a collection of papers presented by various PCANZ leaders 
who attended a 2017 Conference of the Australian Association of Mission Studies 
held in Melbourne. The theme of the Conference was Reimagining Home.  

Rosemary Dewerse has edited this collection and it tells stories of imagination, 
faithfulness and challenge from the historical and present-day PCANZ. If you would 
like a copy please contact Rosemary Dewerse at rosemarydewerse@gmail.com for 
further information. 
 

Knox Centre for Ministry and Leadership (KCML) 
Family, friends and supporters from around the country gathered in St Mark's 
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Avonhead Church on Thursday evening 29th November to celebrate the gradua-
tion of 5 ministry Interns. Among the group was Sage Harris from Alpine who has 
successfully completed his studies while interning at Malvern Cooperating Parish, 
west of Christchurch. 

The service was inspiring with worship led by Malcolm Gordon and Rosemary    
Dewerse and musicians; a heart-felt message from Rev Cate Williams (a recent 
graduate now associate minister from St Peter's Tauranga); a meaningful narrative 
from Rev Dr Geoff New (Dean of Studies at KCML) and the presentation to the 5 
graduates of their Diploma in Ministry by Rev Dr Steve Taylor (Principal of KCML) 
and Rev Richard Dawson (Moderator PCANZ). 

The 5 graduates—Mike Coutts, Sage   
Harris, Mike Kirby-Sing, Paula Levy and 
Mark Maney were honoured and blessed 
for their future service in the wider 
church. 

The variety of skills, life-experience and 
wisdom of these KCML graduates is  
highly encouraging for the wider PCANZ. 

 
Above: Rev Dr Kevin Ward; Paula Levy; Sage Harris  
Below (left to right): Rev Dr Mark Johnston, Rev Dr Geoff New, Rev Cate Williams,  
Rev Kyoung Han, Rev Dr Kevin Ward and Rev Dr Steve Taylor 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From last week 
 KCML Graduation Service 
 St Albans Uniting Church Free Community Events:  

    Friday 1st December, 4.30-7pm, Community Funday 
     Friday 15th December, 6:30pm, Community Christmas Dinner 

 Part-Time Parish Administrator at The Village Church 
 Theology House: Diploma Christian Studies courses 2018  
 Advent & Christmas Worship Resources and Psalms 
 St James’ Spreydon church buildings 
 PWANZ Bushfire Newsletter 
 Banned West Papua Flag 
 World Council of Churches news 
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Newsletter Items 

Please spread the news about 

what is happening in your area, 

and remember to share this  

Newsletter around your Parish. 

Forward the email, or print out 

copies for people to take and 

read.   

Details of events, or requests to 

be added to the distribution list, 

should be emailed to the office.  

Deadline for items for the next  

Newsletter is Thursday 7th  

December 

Dropbox link for documents mentioned in this newsletter: control & click,  

or copy and paste the link to your browser:  

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/5k528skz4niqhgg/AABDjLatKUt2-C2reVHA6hVza?dl=0 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/y4ijoejpgz7gfs4/St%20Albans%20Community%20Funday.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/d2j6wort352h0l6/St%20Albans%20community%20christmas%20dinner.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/5k528skz4niqhgg/AABDjLatKUt2-C2reVHA6hVza?dl=0

