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Moderator’s Christmas message 
Christmas for the lonely   
Dear Friends,  
Christmas is a struggle for the lonely. Nothing compounds feelings of  loneliness 
quite like seeing others celebrate a festival for families, and being asked common 
pleasantries such as if family are coming to visit. It’s not the fault of Christmas but 
it’s what happens. Christmas is hard on the lost. Who can begin to be found when 
everyone’s so busy with each other that no one’s even looking for the lost? 

Christmas is tough for the unlovely. Those who feel rejected because of something 
they can’t help, struggle to feel valued at a time when value becomes synonymous 
with price.  

Christmas is great but I feel for the marginalised people who are forgotten at this 
time of year: the lost, the lonely and the unloved.  

I wonder if we could focus on making a difference this Christmas, even for just one 
person who lies completely outside the circle of our own family, someone who just 
won’t get to celebrate unless we include them in some way.   

Perhaps it’s a person living on their own. Perhaps it’s a solo parent living down the 
street. Perhaps it’s a couple of little ones you’ve seen playing around your place 
and you’re pretty sure they won’t be getting much in the way of Christmas fare on 
the 25th. Whoever and however you choose to help, if we each make an extra 
effort it would make a huge difference. 

I recently watched a wonderful video talk by Bryan Stevenson, Executive Director 
of The Justice Initiative, which among other things has saved many people from 
death row in America. The key phrase which still rings in my soul from that talk 
was the first point he made about justice: true justice requires proximity. That is, it 
requires us to get close to those who are suffering injustice. Isn’t this what Jesus 
did by coming to earth on this amazing day we celebrate as Christmas? Isn’t this 
the universe changing version of getting proximate?  I certainly think so. I want us 
this year simply to ask ourselves who we are going to bring into our inner sanctum, 
to share with and to learn from, who is in the lost, lonely and unloved category. 

I hope and pray that you might be greatly blessed this Christmas. Thank you for all 
you work and commitment to our Church. It makes a huge difference to me and to 
so many who travel with us in this journey of faith.  

God bless you and yours this Christmas, 

Richard Dawson,  
Moderator of the Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New Zealand 
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Coming Up 

 Retirement of Alan Missen 17 
December 2017 

 Induction of Sage Harris to 
Whakatu Presbyterian:  
Monday 22 January  

 Induction of Alistair 
McNaughton to St Andrew’s 
Geraldine: Sunday 28 January 

 Opening of new St Paul’s  
Trinity Pacific buildings:  
Thursday 8th February 

 Alpine Presbytery Gathering:  
27-29 April 2018, at Cashmere 
Presbyterian, Christchurch 
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Presbytery Office 
The Presbytery office will be closed from 22nd December until 22nd January. 

 Rev Barry Ayers will be unavailable from 23rd December until 21st January. The 
following people will be 'points of contact' during that time:  

 Rev Anne Stewart—021 032 3329; anne@villagechurch.nz 
 Ann McMillan—027 325 0397; galatos.mcmillan@gmail.com 
 Rev Dugald Wilson—021 161 7007; dugaldwil@gmail.com 

These people will not necessarily all be available all the time but one or other 
should be around and hopefully able to assist with any urgent queries. 
 

Health and Safety  
A big thank you to the 25 churches who have sent through the details of their H&S 
co-ordinator or person to communicate with for Health and Safety matters. 

I had hoped I would be in a position to start identifying where churches are at with 
ensuring they have a H&S process in place commenced by now but I continue to 
wait for a higher number of contacts.  

PLEASE those that have not done so to date please send the required details so we 
can start this work proper at the beginning of 2018. Send name and contact email 
to Helen at smith.hanmer@xtra.co.nz  
 

Retirement of Alan Missen 
Members of the Alpine Presbytery are invited to Rev Alan Missen's final service as 
Minister of John Knox, Rangiora, on Sunday 17 December 2017, before he retires 
after almost ten years in the Parish. The Service will start at 10am, and will be      
followed by a special morning tea.   

If you are unable to attend but want to send a message of congratulations to Alan, 
please feel free to send it through the Parish Clerk, Annette Paterson, at 
ae.paterson@xtra.co.nz  
 

Next week’s Newsletter will be produced on Wednesday 20th December, 

and will be the last one for the year. 

The first Newsletter of 2018 will be 25th January. Please send items for inclusion to 
the Presbytery Office by lunchtime on that date. 
 
 

PressGo Annual Report 
The 2017 Annual Report from PressGo is now 
available, and can be downloaded from the PCANZ 
website:  
http://www.presbyterian.org.nz/publications/
news-archive/pressgo-2017-annual-report-is-now-
available 

 
 

Training - Strangulation in the Family Harm Context 
Tuesday 20 February,Te Hapua, Halswell Centre, 341 Halswell Road, Christchurch 
Session 1—9.30am - 12.15pm; Session 2—1.00PM - 4.00PM 
Cost: $10 per session (Refreshments included) 

It is critical that agencies, professionals and the wider community recognise the 
signs of strangulation, physical injuries caused by strangulation, and the potential 
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Alpine Presbytery  
Strategic Framework  

Click here to download the  

Strategic Framework 

Presbytery Directory 

Click here to  download the latest 
version of the directory. Please 
continue to advise amendments 
or corrections to Gail in the      
Presbytery Office. New  versions 
are uploaded around the end of 
each month  

Presbytery Contact Details 

For the Executive Officer, Rev 

Barry Ayers email to:   

presbyteryalpine@gmail.com 

For the Presbytery Resource 

Minister, Rev Dr Darryl  

Tempero, email to: 

presbytery.resource@gmail.com 

Other items can be sent to the 

Office email address:   

alpinepresoffice@gmail.com 
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risk of injury and homicide. 

Topics will include risk assessment and safety planning, strangulation and trau-
matic brain injury, recommendations and findings from the fourth report of the NZ 
Family Violence Death Review Committee. Please select the workshop time that is 
most suitable for you and your organisation. 

Presenter Rob Veale: Rob has worked to reduce domestic violence, and the 
effects of violence, as a police officer, detective, national and international advisor, 
and member of the Family Safety Team National Steering Committee and NZ Fami-
ly Violence Death Review Committee. 

Registrations to Heather McBrearty: heather.mcbrearty@cdhb.health.nz 
Download poster here: Strangulation in the Family Harm Context 
 

Opening of the new St Paul's Trinity Pacific Church building 
The official opening of the new St Paul's Trinity Pacific Church building will be on 
Thursday 8th February 2018 beginning at 6pm, and the PCANZ Moderator, Rev 
Richard Dawson, will be in attendance. 
 

From last week 
 Ministry Call, Whakatu Parish 
 Next Alpine Presbytery Gathering: 27-29 April 2018, at Cashmere, Christchurch 

 Kids Friendly Administrative Assistant position  
 The Buzz—Newsletter from PYM 
 Going Further Discipleship Camp, Ponui Island: 6-12 Feb 2018 

 Bush Telegraph for December 
 Thames Union Parish—2 year appointment 
 New Presbytery Directory 
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Dropbox link for documents mentioned in this newsletter: control & click,  

or copy and paste the link to your browser:  

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/5k528skz4niqhgg/AABDjLatKUt2-C2reVHA6hVza?dl=0 

Share the News! 

Please share this Newsletter 

around your Parish, especially 

with members of Session/Parish 

Council and all office bearers.  

Forward the email, or print out 

copies for people to take and 

read. If anyone wants to go on 

the  distribution lists to receive 

the Newsletter directly, please 

forward their details to Gail in 

the Alpine Office: 

alpinepresoffice@gmail.com 

Newsletter Items 

Please spread the news about 

what is happening in your area, 

and remember to share this  

Newsletter around your Parish. 

Forward the email, or print out 

copies for people to take and 

read.   

Details of events, or requests to 

be added to the distribution list, 

should be emailed to the office.  

Deadline for items for the next  

Newsletter is Wednesday 20th 

December 
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