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Alpine Presbytery Moderator’s Christmas Message  
Only this week I was having a discussion with a man whom I had never met before. 
We happened, by circumstance, to be sitting next to each other at a function. He 
was a Lecturer at a University and I a Minister of the Gospel. He from a Roman 
Catholic background and I Moderator the Alpine Presbytery of the Presbyterian 
Church of Aotearoa New Zealand. What did we have in common that we may talk 
about? 

He said to me that he had no confidence in the political or institutional structures 
of the world—that they were basically self serving and the people of the earth 
were on a path of self destruction. His answer to this dilemma was that we would 
be better not to have children, inflicting a destructive future of mayhem on them. 
He also felt that it would be a positive thing if the destructive forces of climate 
change increased or even a small nuclear war (preferably at a distance from New 
Zealand) occurred, for these events would reduce the population of the earth and, 
hopefully, bring us back to our senses. 

He reminded me of the South African Professor of Philosophy, whom I heard on 
Radio New Zealand. He also was of the opinion that the world was in such a bad 
state that it was immoral to bring children into it and the best thing that we could 
do was to allow humanity to fade and decay. 

As I listened to both men I could not help but wonder whether they had heard the 
good news of the Gospel that God loves each and everyone in the world so much 
that God is constantly giving of God’s self for our wellbeing and good. Had they not 
heard the good news of scripture, from Genesis to the Revelation of John, that 
God’s desire is to have a world and a family with whom God can relate?  

God has not got it in for us, though the selfishness and greed of some may put the 
wellbeing of the earth and its people at risk. God loves us and asks that we love 
each other. Isn’t that the good news of the Christmas events—God coming and 
setting up God’s home on earth? As followers of Jesus we are a people of hope, 
not despair. Let that be our message this Christmas. A message that we share in 
action, in deed, in word.  

Some years ago now I was privileged to study and live with the Iona Community at 
the Abbey on the Isle of Iona. One of their books which I purchased is “The Pattern 
of our Days” edited by Kathy Galloway. I didn’t have the opportunity to share this 
passage with either man but allow me to share it with you. 

How terrible for us when we ignore the presence of strangers. 
How terrible for us when the sick and the old remain lonely. 
How terrible for us when the little ones are hurt or ignored. 
How terrible for us when the prisoner is deemed beyond redemption or love. 
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Coming Up 

 Induction of Sage Harris to 
Whakatu Presbyterian:  
Monday 22 January  

 Induction of Alistair 
McNaughton to St Andrew’s 
Geraldine: Sunday 28 January 

 Induction of Rev Mark Gibson 
at Port Hills Uniting Parish: 
Wednesday 7 February 

 Opening of new St Paul’s  
Trinity Pacific buildings:  
Thursday 8th February 

 Official Opening of new The 
Village Parish Church at   
Papanui: Sunday 11 February  

 Alpine Presbytery Gathering:  
27-29 April 2018, at Cashmere 
Presbyterian, Christchurch 

mailto:alpinepresoffice@gmail.com
mailto:presbyteryalpine@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/Alpine-Presbytery-1174600642554906/timeline/


How terrible for us when we do not question laws that reward the strong and put 
down the weak. 
How terrible for us when we know what we should do, and we walk the other 
way… 

    *** 
May blessing and laughter and loving be yours  
the love of a great God  
who names you and holds you  
while the earth turns and the flowers grow  
this day,  
this night, 
this moment,  
this Christmas and forever. 

David Coster 
Moderator, Alpine Presbytery 

 

Events early next year 
 Ordination/Induction for Rev Sage Harris as Associate Minister at Whakatu 

Presbyterian (Nelson) with a special focus on Local Mission.  
Monday 22 January at 6pm at 34 Champion Rd., Richmond (parking opposite 
Avery Park). Bring a chair - this is an outdoor occasion!  
* wet weather alternative - 271 Songer St., Stoke 
Presbytery meeting at 5.45pm prior to the service. 

 Induction for Rev Alistair McNaughton 
Sunday 28 January at St Andrew's Geraldine at 4pm (Presbytery meeting at 
3.45pm) 

 Induction for Rev Mark Gibson 
Wednesday 7 February, 7pm, at Port Hills Uniting Parish, 4 Augusta Street, 
Redcliffs, Christchurch 

 Official Opening of St Paul's Trinity Pacific Church  
Thursday 8 February, Fitzgerald Ave, Christchurch, at 6pm 

 Official Opening of new Village Parish Church at Papanui (formerly St Giles) 
Sunday 11 February at 2pm. Corner Papanui Road & Frank Street. Guest: Rt 
Rev Richard Dawson - PCANZ Moderator 

 Alpine Presbytery Gathering 
Friday 27 to Sunday 29 April at Cashmere Presbyterian Church, Christchurch. 
Theme: Future Focus - Re-framing in Hope 

 

Farewell for Rev Alan and Sue Missen 
A packed (overfilled!) 
church gathered for  
worship this past Sunday 
(17 December) and  
celebrated the Advent 
theme of Joy. In the 
midst of rousing singing, 
meaningful prayers and 
an inspiring message 
from Alan, memories 
were also shared and 
appreciation shown for 
the past 10 years of ministry shared at John Knox by Alan and Sue. In the context 
of a friendly church atmosphere warm words of encouragement, blessing,      
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Alpine Presbytery  
Strategic Framework  

Click here to download the  

Strategic Framework 

Presbytery Directory 

Click here to  download the latest 
version of the directory. Please 
continue to advise amendments 
or corrections to Gail in the      
Presbytery Office. New  versions 
are uploaded around the end of 
each month  

Presbytery Contact Details 

For the Executive Officer, Rev 

Barry Ayers email to:   

presbyteryalpine@gmail.com 

For the Presbytery Resource 

Minister, Rev Dr Darryl  

Tempero, email to: 

presbytery.resource@gmail.com 

Other items can be sent to the 

Office email address:   

alpinepresoffice@gmail.com 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/3q8spya50h7p8e9/Alpine%20Presbytery%20Strategic%20Framework%20May%202015.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/fddau4j186o1win/Alpine%20Presbytery%20Directory%20December%202017.pdf?dl=0
mailto:presbyteryalpine@gmail.com
mailto:presbytery.resource@gmail.com
mailto:alpinepresoffice@gmail.com


thankfulness and best wishes were exchanged—from people within the parish and 
from surrounding churches and Presbytery. Alan and Sue have been greatly       
appreciated by the church and community in Rangiora. While they will continue to 
live in Rangiora, people wished them well in their "re-wirement" and future 
planned endeavours. 
 

Kaiapoi Cooperating Parish 
White Ribbon riders:  
On Saturday 25 November 
Kaiapoi Cooperating was 
one of the last stops for 
the White Ribbon riders. 
After a welcome from 
Waimakiriri mayor David 
Ayers and local MP Matt 
Doocey, plus a blessing 
from Rev Stephanie Wells 
a delicious afternoon tea 
was enjoyed by all. 
 
Giant Advent Calendar: 
This year Kaiapoi Cooperating set up a giant Advent Calendar along their Peraki 
Street frontage. Each day a new picture, most of which have been made by the 
youth, replaces a number.  

 

New Parsonage: 
On Thursday 14th December the 
first sod was turned for the start of 
the Kaiapoi Cooperating parsonage 
(‘Manse’ to Presbyterians). After 
blessing the site and the work to 
come, Rev Stephanie Wells took 
control of a digger to do the       
honours. (The building committee 
lined up for photos with her after 
they had been assured the digger 
was switched off.) 
 

Presbytery Office 
The Presbytery office will be closed from 22nd December until 22nd January. Rev 
Barry Ayers will be unavailable from 23rd December until 21st January. The  
following people will be 'points of contact' during that time:  

 Rev Anne Stewart—021 032 3329; anne@villagechurch.nz 
 Ann McMillan—027 325 0397; galatos.mcmillan@gmail.com 
 Rev Dugald Wilson—021 161 7007; dugaldwil@gmail.com 

These people will not necessarily all be available all the time but one or other 
should be around and hopefully able to assist with any urgent queries. 
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Share the News! 

Please share this Newsletter 

around your Parish, especially 

with members of Session/Parish 

Council and all office bearers.  

Forward the email, or print out 

copies for people to take and 

read. If anyone wants to go on 

the  distribution lists to receive 

the Newsletter directly, please 

forward their details to Gail in 

the Alpine Office: 

alpinepresoffice@gmail.com 

mailto:anne@villagechurch.nz#
mailto:galatos.mcmillan@gmail.com#
mailto:dugaldwil@gmail.com#
mailto:alpinepresoffice@gmail.com


St James’ property, Spreydon  
Yesterday we achieved an unconditional agreement for the sale of this property on 
behalf of Presbytery, with a settlement date of the end of February 2018. Several 
details are still to be sorted so we don't have any further information at this point. 

We may have contents available if any parishes are interested so please contact 
Ann McMillan (galatos.mcmillan@gmail.com, phone 027 325 0397), or watch her 
TradeMe ID (galatos9696).   
 

Kids Friendly 
Download the December e-news here: KidsFriendly December e-news 

“What’s Happening with Kids Friendly?” 
You may have asked yourself this question recently. We’ve been hearing it, so 
thought it was time to give some clarity. Our dear long-serving, innovative Kids 
Friendly national coach, Jill Kayser, has resigned as the full-time national director 
to take up a new role as Auckland City Chaplain. Rev. Robin Humphreys (who was 
employed as a part-time coach by KF back in June 2017) has stepped up as the 
Acting Kids Friendly national coach. She is serving this role at half-time. Kids 
Friendly is currently in the interview process as we seek another team member to 
take on a half-time mostly administrative role and to join us in this new season of 
ministry. Simultaneously, the Council of Assembly is looking at how the functions 
of national staff serve our Presbyteries now and into the future. We hope this 
helps in clarifying where we are and a bit of where we are going in the new year. 
Thanks for your support and continuing to wave the Kids Friendly flag. 
 

Merry Christmas from PYM 
We wish you a Christmas filled with the wonder of the birth of Christ. Thank you 
for your ministry in 2017 and may you be refreshed for 2018. 

For many of us, the summer means taking young people to a festival, a camp or 
trip somewhere. Here are three things it is easy to forget to put in your RAMS 
form. 
 Keep safe while driving: take breaks, share the driving or use this Driver Fatigue 

Calculator  
 Be sun smart: Slip, Slop, Slap and Wrap 
 Stay safe in the water: stay safe in the pool, in the river or in the ocean this 

summer  

Please remember this summer to stay safe.  
 

Other Newsletters 
 Bush Fire—newsletter from Presbyterian Women Aotearoa NZ  
 People Helping People—magazine of Presbyterian Support Upper South Island 
 Charities Services Newsletter  
 Christian World Service Update 
 PCANZ Finance Newsletter 201 
 

From last week 

 Moderator’s Christmas message 
 Health and Safety  
 Retirement of Alan Missen 
 PressGo Annual Report 
 Training - Strangulation in the Family Harm Context: 20 February 208 
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Dropbox link for documents mentioned in this newsletter: control & click,  

or copy and paste the link to your browser:  

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/5k528skz4niqhgg/AABDjLatKUt2-C2reVHA6hVza?dl=0 

Newsletter Items 

The  first Newsletter of 2018 will 
be 25th January.  
 
Please send items for inclusion 
to the Presbytery Office by 
lunchtime on that date. 
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