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Message from the Moderator 
Fasting Fridays—Lent 2018 
Lent, in the Christian calendar, is defined as a period of spiritual preparation for 
the highlight of the Easter celebration. Easter is the highpoint of the Christian     
calendar. Arguably it is from this point that all liturgy and Christian worship begin.  

One of the most common approaches to Lent was the practice of fasting – largely 
from food or specific food types. Why fasting?  

In the Old Testament (OT) perhaps the ‘top quality’ of a follower of God was      
humility. All things in maturity came down to a fundamental humility which       
enabled the believer to live a life of obedience before God and a life of friendship 
towards others. The key practice in developing humility was… fasting. So, in James 
4 we have this passage: “But he gives all the more grace; therefore it says, ‘God 
opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble.’” 

In the OT we find that Moses, the key figure of the OT, was “more humble than 
anyone else on the face of the earth”. Again, in Psalm 149 we read: “For the Lord 
takes delight in his people; he crowns the humble with victory”. 

But how is this humility obtained? Again in both testaments one of the key        
answers to that question is… to fast. 

Psalm 35:13 says, “But as for me, when they were sick, my clothing was sackcloth;  
I humbled myself with fasting”. 

And again, in Ezra 8 we read: “Then I proclaimed a fast there at the river of Ahava, 
that we might humble ourselves before our God, to seek from him the right way for 
us and our little ones and all our possessions”. 

The notion of both the importance of humility and the link to fasting is clear. Today 
we need to retrieve this spiritual gift because we live in an age so dominated by 
the glory of technology that we have become almost allergic to proper reflection 
and meditation.  

Let me reiterate my initial claim that Christian maturity is dependent upon the   
development of a deep reflectiveness which grows out of humility.  

So come, fast with me that we might know again that humility which should be the 
mark of all Christians and of the Church. We have six Fridays before Easter. How 
about we do our best to miss a meal, or even two, on those Fridays? I will give you 
a run-down on how I am going on my blog https://moderator.presbyterian.org.nz. 
Let’s see where God leads us together.  

 Richard Dawson (Moderator) 
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Coming Up 

 Induction of Rev Bob Reid to 
St Kentigern’s Burwood:  
Sunday 25th February 

 Preaching the Scriptures 
Workshop: 17th March, at 
Whakatū Presbyterian 

 St Andrews, Blenheim—
Training Workshops: Saturday 
March 24th.  

 Alpine Presbytery Gathering:  
27-29 April 2018, at The      
Village Church 

 Ordination and Induction of  
David Sang-Joon Kim at St 
Mark’s, Avonhead: 5th April 

mailto:alpinepresoffice@gmail.com
mailto:presbyteryalpine@gmail.com
https://moderator.presbyterian.org.nz
https://www.facebook.com/Alpine-Presbytery-1174600642554906/timeline/


Induction - Rev Bob Reid 
On Sunday 25th February we are inducting Rev Bob Reid for a fixed-term (2-year) 
part-time (50%) appointment at St Kentigern's, Burwood Parish. The service will be 
at 10am at the church at 45 Rockwood Road, Christchurch. We realise that many 
people will be engaged in their own morning services at that time, but we would 
love to see those who are available to celebrate with Bob and the parish. Bob has 
already been working at St Kent's for some time as their Supply Minister. For those 
who can make it there will be a short formal Presbytery meeting immediately prior 
to the service at 9.45am. If you cannot attend please send your apology and 
greetings to the Presbytery Executive Officer so that we can share that with Bob 
and the parish. 
 

Alpine Presbytery Gathering 
27th-29th April 2018. Now to be held at The Village Church in Bryndwr (cnr Ilam 
Road & Aorangi Street). Registration for this important event will soon go live, and 
all parishes are encouraged to ensure that they are represented. 
 

Preaching the Scriptures Workshop – Geoff New 
Saturday 17th March, 9am-4:30pm, at Whakatū Presbyterian 271 Songer Street, 
Stoke. Whether you are an emerging or experienced preacher, this workshop is 
designed to encourage and deepen your ministry of preaching. Through a range of 
input, exercises and multi-media presentations you will be given the opportunity 
to hone your skills as you seek to hear the voice of God in your preparation and 
delivery of your sermons. 

This workshop includes sessions on: 
 Hearing a Voice – why we preach and our place as preachers 
 Seeing the Voice – considering Jesus’ example in addressing the church 
 Discerning the Voice – how to study Scripture for the sermon 
 Being a Voice – how to structure the sermon 

An extensive workbook will be given to all participants. 

Rev Dr Geoff New is the Dean of Studies at Knox Centre for Ministry & Leadership. 
He lectures in preaching and pastoral care. He was minister of Papakura East      
Presbyterian Church (1997-2015). He is co-ordinator of Kiwimade Preaching 
(www.kiwimadepreaching.com), conducts preaching training in south Asia and has 
authored two books on preaching.  

We ask for a $10 Koha towards hosting the event. This will provide morning and 
afternoon tea for participants. Please bring along your bible and lunch. RSVP by 
the 10th of March to Sage Harris either by phone 027 356 0740 or email 
sage.harris@hotmail.com 

Endorsements from previous participants 
“What impressed me especially was how biblically based the workshop was. Geoff 
treats Scriptures with curiosity and complete commitment to hearing what they 
say to us in our time and place. This inspires the task of preaching, upholds the 
role of preaching, and emphasises the huge responsibility of preaching. The     
workshop had an enjoyable atmosphere with a good mix of input from the front 
and discussion, making it relevant for a wide range of people.” 

“The workshop was both challenging and encouraging. One challenge was when 
people leave from that service, in terms of what is preached, who will they be 
thinking about? The point being, let it be Jesus Christ. One encouraging aspect was 
to be reminded of the value of our work (sermons) and acknowledgement of the 
many hidden hours in the process. I also enjoyed the relaxed feel of the workshop 
where we were free to interact, ask questions and make comments.” 

Book for Sale: Live, Listen, Tell: the art of preaching (2017) by Geoff will be for 
sale. $15 (cash or online banking) 
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Alpine Presbytery  
Strategic Framework  

Click here to download the  

Strategic Framework 

Presbytery Directory 

Click here to  download the latest 
version of the directory. Please 
continue to advise amendments 
or corrections to Gail in the      
Presbytery Office. New  versions 
are uploaded around the end of 
each month  

http://www.kiwimadepreaching.com
mailto:sage.harris@hotmail.com
https://www.dropbox.com/s/3q8spya50h7p8e9/Alpine%20Presbytery%20Strategic%20Framework%20May%202015.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/j5vc04drwh1568g/Alpine%20Presbytery%20Directory%20Feb%202018.pdf?dl=0


Vacancy:  
St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Hamilton—Lead Minister 
St Andrew’s, a committed congregation, is ready for transformation. St Andrew’s 
has superb facilities and we are particularly keen to use them in a way that brings 
Christ to more people, particularly young families and youth. In order to achieve 
this we know we need to do things differently to how things have been done in the 
past. We are more than ready to invest fully in a way forward. The documents on 
www.standrewshamilton.org.nz spell this out in greater detail. 

This is an exciting and challenging opportunity. Please consider prayerfully being 
the lead Minister of St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Hamilton – a church with a 
long and vibrant history. 

Contact Rev Alistair McBride by 27 April at denalmac@orcon.net.nz 
 

Commissioners for General Assembly 
Thank you to all the parishes that have already provided the requested details of 
membership to enable Presbytery to work through the 'formula' of deciding who 
could go as Commissioners to this year's General Assembly, which will meet in 
Christchurch from 3rd to 7th October at St Andrew's College.  

Please ensure that  you advise the number of full members (i.e. not including     
associate members) in your parish to the Presbytery office as soon as possible.  

Once we have this information, Presbytery then apportions one Commissioner per 
100 members, however at the same time trying to maintain a fair geographical 
spread for parishes and ministries concerned.  
 

St Andrews, Blenheim—Training Workshops 
Saturday March 24th. St. Andrews Church in Blenheim invites you to a training 
workshop including: 
 Leadership/ Eldership— Relevant to any church that uses team leadership 
 Child Protection policy—Why we need this/Review of our policy and explain it's 

application. 
 Expressions of Worship—Creating a worship programme. Exploring what is   

important in worship and how we go about it. 
 Communications and Committees—Share and learn ideas on creating good 

communications within our committees and church. 

Cost:  $10 P.P. All welcome. Enrolment forms and full details to follow. 
 

Grant Applications  
The next closing date for grant applications is fast approaching, being the 28th 
February. This is the small grants administered by Presbytery (not the Mission 
Fund). Please refer to the attached information sheet for details of the funds and 
amounts available. Any queries please contact Ann McMillan (ph. 027 325 0397; 
email: galatos.mcmillan@gmail.com) 

Alpine Grants Information Sheet February 2018 
 

Support the CWS Appeal for the victims of Tropical Cyclone Gita 
in Tonga 
Most New Zealanders will have heard about the devastating effects of Tropical 
Cyclone Gita on Tonga and other parts of the Pacific. Our Church’s aid and              
development partner, Christian World Service, has launched an appeal to support 
the victims of the cyclone. Moderator of the Presbyterian Church, the Rt Rev      
Richard Dawson, has encouraged Presbyterian and Uniting congregations and 
church members to support this appeal.  
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Presbytery Contact Details 

For the Executive Officer, Rev 

Barry Ayers email to:   

presbyteryalpine@gmail.com 

For the Presbytery Resource 

Minister, Rev Dr Darryl  

Tempero, email to: 

presbytery.resource@gmail.com 

Other items can be sent to the 

Office email address:   

alpinepresoffice@gmail.com 

http://www.standrewshamilton.org.nz/
mailto:denalmac@orcon.net.nz
mailto:Ann%20McMillan%20%3cgalatos.mcmillan@gmail.com%3e
https://www.dropbox.com/s/xi0pqii5mfgqy5s/Alpine%20Grants%20Information%20Sheet%20February%202018.pdf?dl=0
mailto:presbyteryalpine@gmail.com
mailto:presbytery.resource@gmail.com
mailto:alpinepresoffice@gmail.com


In launching the appeal, CWS stated that the category four storm hit Tongatapu 
and ‘Eua on 12 February causing extensive damage. Power lines, trees and      
buildings were flattened by winds that reached 233 km/hour and heavy rain.   

Our Church has close relationships with many Pacific communities and offers 
prayerful support for all those affected by the cyclone in Tonga. As a sign of        
solidarity with our Pacific members and communities, you are invited to respond 
generously to the CWS appeal to enable aid to be distributed to those most     
affected by this natural disaster.  

Read more information about the appeal here: http://www.presbyterian.org.nz/
sites/public_files/about_us/Tonga_media_release_0218.pdf.  
Donations can be made directly to CWS—details about how to do this are on their 
website:: http://www.cws.org.nz/what-we-do/emergencies/cyclone-gita-appeal  
 

The Easter Story: Fact or Fable? 
A six-week course of 2-hour sessions held on Thursday afternoons, 2pm – 4pm, 
commencing on 8 March 2018. The course will be facilitated by Charles Manning 
and Reverends Rodney Routledge and Sheena Dickson, and be interactive in      
format. 

VENUE: Iona House, Aranui.  
Enrolments by 2 March by email to office.stgeorgesiona@gmail.com or 355 6601 
(leave a message please) 
 

Nominations for Presbyterian Support South Canterbury 
With Jim Pearce’s retirement at the end of last year, there is a Presbytery nominee 
vacancy on the Board of Presbyterian Support South Canterbury (PSSC). The PSSC 
Board Member Job Description is available in the Dropbox. 

Other useful information for interested people is that this year Board meetings are 
held on the third Wednesday of each month from February until December, and 
normally run from 3pm to 5pm. The meetings rotate round PSSC sites in Timaru 
and Temuka. 

Further information can be obtained from the PSSC Chairman: Eoin Powell, 
pres4eoin@gmail.com,  Ph  03 688 5851, Cell  021 0275 7275. 
 

Labyrinth at St Ninians, Riccarton. 
There is a labyrinth painted on the ground at St Ninians, Riccarton. If you walk up 
the driveway you will find it between the tennis courts and the hall. Anyone is   
welcome to pop in and walk it especially during Lent. Please note that It has a few 
bumps and hollows and uneven footing so watch your feet. Consider it a highly 
symbolic meditative experience of the ups and downs and detours of life.   
 

Mediation Awareness and Skills Training 
Understand how your community, workplace, family or client base can benefit 
from mediation to address conflicts. 8 hours of Mediation Awareness and              
Mediation Skills training, 14th March, 9-5pm, at University of Canterbury, Ground 
Floor, Karl Popper Building.  

Cost: $85 per person. Limited places so make sure to book before 7th March. 

Training will be conducted by Tracy Scott M.A.  Tracy has been a mediator for over 
20 years as a Mediator/trainer in both the USA and New Zealand and has  Masters 
of Conflict Resolution from Antioch University. 

This is an opportunity for participants to gather a greater understanding of how 
mediation works while building valuable skills in effective conflict resolution and 
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Share the News! 

Please share this Newsletter 

around your Parish, especially 

with members of Session/Parish 

Council and all office bearers.  

Forward the email, or print out 

copies for people to take and 

read. If anyone wants to go on 

the  distribution lists to receive 

the Newsletter directly, please 

forward their details to Gail in 

the Alpine Office: 

alpinepresoffice@gmail.com 

http://www.presbyterian.org.nz/sites/public_files/about_us/Tonga_media_release_0218.pdf
http://www.presbyterian.org.nz/sites/public_files/about_us/Tonga_media_release_0218.pdf
http://www.cws.org.nz/what-we-do/emergencies/cyclone-gita-appeal
mailto:office.stgeorgesiona@gmail.com
https://www.dropbox.com/s/y6jajywvwzlko6b/PSSC%20Board%20Member.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/y6jajywvwzlko6b/PSSC%20Board%20Member.pdf?dl=0
mailto:pres4eoin@gmail.com
mailto:alpinepresoffice@gmail.com


how to deal workplace, personal and social conflicts. This will be a fun, experiential 
training, don’t miss this opportunity to see how mediation can work in your      
community.  

Download registration form here—Please register by 7/03/18  

Mediation Services is New Zealand’s Longest Running Community Mediation      
Service; Resolving Disputes Peacefully financially supported by Lotteries 

 
West Papua Update 
5.30 pm, Thursday 1 March 2018, with Rev Dr Robert Stringer (a Uniting Church 
(Aust) Presbyter and originally a NZ  Methodist Minister) from the Melbourne 
West Papua Centre, at Space Academy Café, 371 St Asaph St, Christchurch.  

Robert has spent four weeks in West Papua and is well informed on current events 
and the struggle of West Papua to be free of Indonesian occupation and genocide. 

Further details from: Brian Turner, Convenor West Papua Action Canterbury (ph 
021 1294 305; email: bhturner41@gmail.com 

 
New Presbytery Directory 
An updated version of the Directory is now available. Click here to view and      
download: Alpine Presbytery Directory February 2018  
 
From last week 
 Induction of Rev Mark Gibson at Port Hills parish 
 Opening of St Paul's Trinity Pacific  
 Opening of The Village, Papanui Church building  
 Interns in Presbytery 
 Presbyterian Women newsletter  
 NZ Christian Network newsletter 
 CWS Appeals for Tonga  
 From Presbyterian AFFIRM—End of Life Choice Bill 

 

5 

Dropbox link for documents mentioned in this newsletter: control & click,  

or copy and paste the link to your browser:  

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/5k528skz4niqhgg/AABDjLatKUt2-C2reVHA6hVza?dl=0 

Newsletter Items 

Details of events, or requests to 

be added to the distribution list, 

should be emailed to the office.  

Deadline for items for the next  

Newsletter is Thursday 1st 

March. 

 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/5uykcnbjdvq8ma2/mediation%20awareness%20registration.doc?dl=0
mailto:bhturner41@gmail.com
https://www.dropbox.com/s/j5vc04drwh1568g/Alpine%20Presbytery%20Directory%20Feb%202018.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/5k528skz4niqhgg/AABDjLatKUt2-C2reVHA6hVza?dl=0

