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Alpine Presbytery Gathering 

27th-29th April 2018, at  The Village Church in Bryndwr (cnr Ilam Rd & Aorangi St) 
Cuppa from 2pm on the Friday; official start at 2.30pm. The Gathering will end 
after church/morning-tea on the Sunday (service at St Andrew's College Chapel). 
Theme: With the changing shape of church how might we develop the social      
enterprise dimension of our life? 

Paperwork for the Gathering will be sent out early next week, for attendees to 
consider as they prepare to come. 

The programme for the weekend is as follows: 
FRIDAY 
 2-2.30pm  Registration and cuppa  
 2.30pm  Welcome  
 2.35pm  Opening worship   
 3.00pm  New Moderator’s address 
 3.10pm  Hanmer Project Update 
 3.40pm Business session:   

 Committees Reports including Strategy, Property & Finance 
and Human Resources. 

 Plans for Organisational Review. 
 Legislative proposals. 
 Alpine Mission Fund. 
 Budget 2018 / 2019. 
 General Assembly 2020 Moderator-Designate nominations. 

 6.00pm   Dinner 
 7.00pm StARR presentation 
 7.15-8.30pm  After dinner speech - Rit Rev Richard Dawson, Moderator PCANZ 

SATURDAY 
 9am  Opening devotions and Communion 
 9.30am Rev David Coster - valedictory speech 
 9.45am Speaker – Rev Sarah Rice (including Q & A)   

   “How does the Church participate in Redemptive Work?” 
 10.45am Morning tea 
 11.15am  Speaker – Rev Sharaine Steenburg (including Q & A) 

   “Getting the Church back into the Community” 
 12.15pm Lunch 
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Coming Up 

 Alpine Presbytery Gathering:  
27-29 April 2018, at The      
Village Church 

 

Registrations close this Sunday— 22nd April   

Register now at https://goo.gl/forms/RpLN0uoCuA0u5ylw1,  
or on the Events page on our website (https://alpinepresbytery.org/events/). 

(please note: we will be unable to provide meals for late registrants)  
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 1.30pm  Rev Hugh Perry - valedictory speech 
 1.45pm  Speaker – Rev Blair Stirling (including Q & A) 

   “Ethics, boundaries & motives behind Social Enterprise” 
 2.45pm  Prestons Project 
 3.00pm  Afternoon tea 
 3.30pm Video Project 
 3.45pm Workshops: 

 Silvia Purdie – “Encouraging creativity” 
 How to spark fresh ideas and deepen engagement in worship 

and church life. 
 Richard Dawson – “Change and the Church Today” 
 A look at what neuroscience says about managing change. 
 Darryl Tempero - Why did people leave church, and what kind 

of church would they want to belong to? (Thoughts from    
Doctoral Thesis) 

 Barry Ayers – Maintaining Trust in Churches: How can we walk 
the talk? 

…and keynote speakers available for chats  
 5.30pm Break 
 6.30pm Dinner 
 7.15–8.30pm  Speaker – Mr Stephen Moe: “Social Enterprises in NZ” 

Panel (all speakers) 

SUNDAY 
 10am  Presbytery Worship Service at St Andrew’s College 

 

Accommodation at the Gathering 
We are in need of one more billet for a person travelling to the Gathering from 
Geraldine. If you can assist please advise Gail in the Presbytery Office by Monday 
23rd April. 
 

A time to sow—An Alpine Presbytery Resourcing event 

Sunday 13 May 1.45–4pm, at Whakatu Presbyterian Church, 34 Champion Road, 
Richmond. An interactive, discussion based session for anyone looking to start 
something new.  Covering:  

 Planting new congregations 
 Starting new worship gatherings 
 Questions to ask 
 How to get started 
 Learning from the mistakes of others 

This session would suit anyone planning, thinking about, or remotely interested in 
exploring new forms of church. Open to anyone, although the most effective way 
to spend our time is if there is a team from your congregation who can continue 
the conversation together in your context.  

For more information contact: Darryl Tempero—presbytery.resource@gmail.com, 
Phone: 027 5560055 

Download the flyer here. 
 

General Assembly Commissioners 
As you will be aware the General Assembly will be meeting in Christchurch, at St 
Andrew's College, from Wednesday 3rd through till Sunday 7th October. GA will be 
following on immediately after the Methodist Conference that will be at the same 
venue. 

We are currently finalising details for Commissioners to be appointed to go to      
Assembly. We are entitled to appoint one Commissioner per 100 Communicant 
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Presbytery Contact Details 

For the Executive Officer, Rev 

Barry Ayers email to:   

presbyteryalpine@gmail.com 

For the Presbytery Resource 

Minister, Rev Dr Darryl  

Tempero, email to: 

presbytery.resource@gmail.com 

Other items can be sent to the 

Office email address:   

alpinepresoffice@gmail.com 

mailto:presbytery.resource@gmail.com
https://www.dropbox.com/s/2oekqk043czwfiw/a%20time%20to%20sow%20whakatu.docx?dl=0
mailto:presbyteryalpine@gmail.com
mailto:presbytery.resource@gmail.com
mailto:alpinepresoffice@gmail.com


members from our Presbytery. Current information would suggest our potential 
number of Commissioners from Alpine Presbytery will be in the mid-40's.  

We will be in touch with Ministers and parishes soon to invite them to consider 
being a Commissioner to this year's Assembly. Under the new system of              
appointing Commissioners it will mean that not every parish is represented. How-
ever some neighbouring parishes may be able to share a Commissioner and share 
costs at the same time. More information will come your way soon. 
 

Moderator's Anzac Message 
The commemoration of New Zealand’s involvement in both the first and second 
world wars has taken on a new life in the last 20 years or so. Crowds have grown at 
Anzac Day services, particularly among the young. Children and young people 
seem to make up at least a half of the congregation gathered for this special day 
and they usually have to sacrifice considerable comfort as they turn up to dawn 
services very early on those chilly Autumn days.  

 There is speculation about what is driving this unusual display of identification 
with generations past, but that it is exists is beyond question.  

The connection today’s young people are experiencing with this violent part of our 
history is occurring against a background of growing pacifist sentiment here in  
Aotearoa, and in the West generally. Indeed, since the Vietnam War in the 60s, 
youth have generally been identified with an anti-military stance and a latent    
pacifism that dislikes military solutions. This is, to my mind at least, as it should be.  

There should always be a policy of military involvement only being considered 
after all else has failed. The results of military action are almost always relative and 
incomplete creating – at best – an opportunity to resume building a peaceful and 
free state.  

The question remains, however, whether military force is able to be a part of a 
Christian solution to the political and social realities of human life. Can force ever 
be said to be a Christian option? Do we have to settle for violence?  

Whatever else may be said on this matter—and it is, admittedly, something that 
has occupied debate and discussion for centuries—several realities remain          
uncontested.  

Firstly, fallen humankind, sinful humankind will use power to enforce its will on 
others and that includes military power. In these circumstances, history often 
demonstrates that nothing short of a display of balancing power will stop the    
violence. Military action against Isis or Daesh (as they are otherwise referred to) is 
a good example. The terrorists who drove the violent Isis crusade represent no one 
but themselves and have been disowned by most of the Muslim world.  

A letter to David Cameron signed by the Islamic Society of Britain and the            
Association of Muslim Lawyers made this very clear when it stated (regarding Isis): 
“It is neither Islamic, nor is it a State. The group has no standing with faithful    
Muslims, nor among the international community of nations.”  

So this group who has no standing with the majority of peace-loving Muslims uses 
unconscionable force and violence to achieve its aims, and the only thing that will 
cause those involved in it to give heed to the voices of the innocents caught up in 
this violence is in fact, violence itself.  

And this is, in the end, what has happened: a coalition of western military has   
supported Iraqi military, and Russia has supported the Syrian military to defeat 
Isis. It hasn’t been easy and the violence has still not abated, but the alternative 
was to allow a violent faction take root in the world. And this brings me to my   
second point.  

In this life and in certain situations where the State or, indeed, the world is faced 
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Alpine Presbytery  
Strategic Framework  

Click here to download the  

Strategic Framework 

Presbytery Directory 

Click here to  download the latest 
version of the directory. Please 
continue to advise amendments 
or corrections to Gail in the      
Presbytery Office. New  versions 
are uploaded around the end of 
each month  

https://www.dropbox.com/s/3q8spya50h7p8e9/Alpine%20Presbytery%20Strategic%20Framework%20May%202015.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/j5vc04drwh1568g/Alpine%20Presbytery%20Directory%20Feb%202018.pdf?dl=0


with power that chooses violence – violence seems to be required to bring about a 
just solution.  

In such situations, however, it must also be admitted that the outcomes are        
extremely limited and often, in themselves, full of injustice. Innocent people are 
killed, violent people are exalted and the states which are left are often not much 
better off than before. Despite this, one must ask whether the alternative would 
have been preferred.  

Last century New Zealand lost thousands of men and women fighting a regime 
which chose violence to enforce its will on its own people and on the nations 
around it. It was determined to rule Western Europe and, in doing so, to rule the 
world. Today we no longer live with that threat because of their sacrifice. God    
forbid it should ever happen again, but if it does, I wonder if we’d make that same 
sacrifice so that our children and grandchildren might live in relative freedom 
again? 

Rt Rev Richard Dawson 
Moderator Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New Zealand 

 
Power Saving with Nice 1 
Nice 1 has been working with the Presbyterian Churches through the relationship 
with All Churches and CSC Buying Group for a few years now.  Time flies and the 
contract period is up for these churches and Nice1 propose going out for tender 
again. See all the details on the attached flier. All information needs to be           
submitted by 7 May. Over the past 2 years they have managed to save the         
Presbyterian Churches: 
 Total Presbyterian Churches / ICP's switched - 186 
 Total $ savings - $127,964.00 
 Total average percentage saving - 23.55% 
 Total spend of the group - $543,398.00 

This service is free to the churches so we encourage participation.  
Sandra Kennerley, Financial Services Manager, PCANZ 

 

An update on rebuild of the William Gray Memorial Church – 
Tanna Island, Vanuatu  
Last year we were contacted by Jaco Reyneke, asking for funds to rebuild the 
church in Waisisi. By October enough money was raised and the building started 
around November. Jaco has sent through an update on the progress: 

“God’s blessings upon the building project in Waisisi through the generosity of 
many people, churches and Presbyteries, were amazing. The Waisisi community 
was hugely encouraged by the support of their brothers and sisters in New Zealand 
and they enthusiastically started the rebuild towards the end of last year.  

 The process is not straight forward or easy. Neville Jones (PCANZ Global Missions 
Project Manager) order and buy material in Port Vila after receiving the list from 
the builders. When possible, the material is shipped to the Tanna ‘port’. I guess it 
would be about a ten-hour sailing. From there local ‘trucks’, which usually is old 
and, let’s say less roadworthy, vehicles, transport the material across the island to 
Waisisi.  

 There is no labour cost as the local people volunteer their time and expertise to 
build the church. After huge ground works was done manually the big build          
started. Neville visited the site last week and sent some photos.   

Unfortunately, rain brought by Cylone Hola damaged the road down to Waisisi on 
which material is to be transported.   

We thank God for the great progress made with the building. Wood, roof iron and 
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Share the News! 

Please share this Newsletter 

around your Parish, especially 

with members of Session/Parish 

Council and all office bearers.  

Forward the email, or print out 

copies for people to take and 

read. If anyone wants to go on 

the  distribution lists to receive 

the Newsletter directly, please 

forward their details to Gail in 

the Alpine Office: 

alpinepresoffice@gmail.com 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/igwfljqyxnqqjq5/Power%20Tender%20-All%20Churches.pdf?dl=0
mailto:alpinepresoffice@gmail.com


other materials for the next stage is probably on route to Waisisi this week.  

Please continue to pray for the project and the people of Waisisi and Vanuatu.” 

A printed version of this report, including photos, can be downloaded here:        
Update on William Gray Memorial Church 
 

Vaughan Park Anglican Retreat Centre  
This retreat centre in Torbay, Auckland, has advised us of upcoming courses. Visit 
their website for more details, or use the Booking enquiry form 

Through Julian's Windows: Living a Balanced Life 
Saturday 5 May 2018, 9.30am—4.00pm. Cost: $60 - includes retreat, teas & lunch. 
The three windows of St Julian’s anchorhold in 13th Century Norwich opened in 
three very different directions - to the church, to others and to her personal space. 
In 21st century Auckland, Julian’s windows still offer us a view into the balance of 
our relationships with God, others and our own needs. 

Take a peek through Julian’s windows into your life on this day retreat inspired by 
Julian and Elizabeth Ruth Obbard’s (ODC) book Through Julian’s Windows: Growing 
into Wholeness with Julian of Norwich. 

Created and led by Fran Francis and Kris Telfer of Solace Spiritual Direction.  
To register please email admin@vaughanpark.org.nz 
 
Introduction to Mindfulness and Christianity 
Friday 25 May 2018, 10.00am—3.00pm. Cost: $60 (please enquire for a special 
rate for unwaged). Includes retreat, teas and lunch. 
Mindfulness is the buzz word these days, infiltrating all sectors of society. It is  
highly recommended as both a preventative and curative strategy to manage 
stress, improve concentration, enhance relationships, improve emotional well-
being, facilitate study, manage chronic pain and reduce the likelihood of burn out. 
Is there anything that Mindfulness can't do you may well ask! 

Questions raised by some Christian people include, is mindfulness okay or is it   
encouraging people to embrace Eastern philosophy and spirituality? Does it     
somehow require us to empty our minds? 

This workshop is based on the book, Being Mindful, Being Christian – A Guide to 
Mindful Discipleship, by Bretherton, Collicutt and Brickman, psychologists living 
and working the UK and members of the British Association of Christians in         
Psychology (BACIP). 

We will explore, theoretically and practically the concept of mindfulness and how 
mindful awareness can enhance our lives and ministry as Christians. 

Facilitator: Linda Gow. To register please email admin@vaughanpark.org.nz 
 

Infoodle Roadshows  
Infoodle is community management made easy for Churches, Charities, 
Community groups—helping you improve your administration and              
communication. There are two South Island roadshows coming up:  

 Christchurch: 6th June 2018 
Cashmere Presbyterian Centre, 2 Macmillan Ave, Cashmere, Christchurch 

 Dunedin: 7th June 2018 
Mornington Presbyterian Community Centre, 16 Mayhill Tce, Mayhill, Dunedin  

These workshops are an opportunity to learn more about infoodle, a chance to up-
skill, check out the latest developments, hear what’s in the future pipeline and 
learn how to get the most out of infoodle through seminars and breakout sessions. 

A light lunch and refreshments will be provided. 
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This is free for all users and interested parties to attend. If you wish to learn more 
about how infoodle can help your charity, church or community group, register 
through their website: www.infoodle.com 
 

Charities Services Newsletter 
Download the April Newsletter here: Charities Services Newsletter - April 2018 
 

Calling all knitters 
Knitters needed for Christchurch Maternity: Christchurch Women’s Hospital 
(CWH) is short of knitted woollen items for newborn babies and has put out an 
‘SOS’ for help. 

Staff and community volunteers have been knitting woollen items for babies for a 
long time , however CWH Midwife Mary Campbell advises that they are in short 
supply at the moment, particularly of hats, singlets, cardigans and bootees, in      
newborn size. She is asking anyone who can assist to drop off these items to the 
hospital’s Birthing Suite on level 3, Maternity on level 5, or to herself on the 
ground floor, in Fetal Medicine. The items must be wool, not acrylic. 

The knitted articles are given to families who don’t have them in their hospital bag. 
Some forget to bring layers for their baby, others just don't have any, or the babies 
are too big or too small for the clothes they have brought. 

Mary is organising an evening at Knitworld, Peterborough St, on Tuesday April 24 
from 6-8.30pm and invites staff members and the public to come along and knit 
for the hospital to replenish their stores. The charity evening get together would 
be grateful for donations of wool. These can be sent to the Fetal Medicine Unit at 
Christchurch Women’s Hospital. 
 

From last week 
 GA18 Memorial Minutes 
 Ordination of David Sang-Joon Kim 
 LEAD Centre for not for profit leadership—courses 
 Other Newsletters: 

Kids Friendly April e-news 
The Buzz April 2018—Presbyterian Youth Ministry newsletter 

 New Presbytery Directory 
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Dropbox link for documents mentioned in this newsletter: control & click,  

or copy and paste the link to your browser:  

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/5k528skz4niqhgg/AABDjLatKUt2-C2reVHA6hVza?dl=0 

Newsletter Items 

Details of events, or requests to 

be added to the distribution list, 

should be emailed to the office.  

Deadline for items for the next  

Newsletter is Thursday 26th 

April 

 

https://infoodle.com/
http://createsend.com/t/j-971C4830819CEC892540EF23F30FEDED
https://us17.campaign-archive.com/?u=35d39f9b43b8390646929fd5b&id=a4e1df71c1
https://docs.google.com/document/d/155ozMYHR6IxynhujsqlPVHDwal8KV7I0Z7LNbCy5bMQ/edit
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/5k528skz4niqhgg/AABDjLatKUt2-C2reVHA6hVza?dl=0

