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St Ninian's Riccarton Centenary  
St Ninian's Riccarton Centenary will be marked with events at Queen's Birthday 
weekend: - a get together 4-6pm on Saturday; a communion service and lunch on 
Sunday. We invite anyone with links with St Ninian's to get further information by 
e-mail, stninian05@gmail.com, or ph 03 3486418." 
 

A time to sow—An Alpine Presbytery Resourcing event 

Sunday 13 May 1.45–4pm, at Whakatu Presbyterian Church, 34 Champion Road, 
Richmond. An interactive, discussion based session for anyone looking to start 
something new. Covering:  

 Planting new congregations 
 Starting new worship gatherings 
 Questions to ask 
 How to get started 
 Learning from the mistakes of others 

This session would suit anyone planning, thinking about, or remotely interested in 
exploring new forms of church. Open to anyone, although the most effective way 
to spend our time is if there is a team from your congregation who can continue 
the conversation together in your context.   

For more information contact: Darryl Tempero—presbytery.resource@gmail.com, 
Phone: 027 5560055. 
Download the flyer here. 
 

Alpine Mission Fund 
As you may have heard if you attended the recent Presbytery Gathering, the       
Alpine Mission Fund is now very well-resourced! An extremely generous gift of 
$3M was given to us by St Andrew's at Rangi Ruru for the Mission Fund. Along with 
other proceeds we are in a position to use these resources for the wider             
Presbytery. Our next closing date for applications to the Mission Fund is Thursday 
31st May (for our June Board meeting).  

Information and Application material is available the Presbytery office, or on the 
Presbytery website—alpinepresbytery.org/alpine-mission-fund-putea-missioni/. 

Please remember that we are looking especially for innovative, missional projects 
to support. Feel free to contact us to discuss your project. Contact details for our 
Mission Fund can be obtained from the Presbytery Executive Officer, Barry Ayers. 
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Telling our stories 
Alpine have a new You Tube channel where we plan to tell our stories from around 
the region. We hope we will be encouraged, inspired, and learn from each other as 
we tell our stories.   

Our first one is New Brighton Union, with a short version: https://youtu.be/
kU_7saRLolY; and a longer version: https://youtu.be/3gBz46pSAPY  

Feel free to share them around—Enjoy! 
 

St Albans Uniting Community Comment  
Friday 4th May, 7.30pm—Corner of Nancy Avenue and Knowles Street  
Rev Chris Purdie—Chaplin to the Armed Forces:  
Apart from his regular postings within New Zealand over a number of years Chris 
has had several interesting overseas postings and has a great story to tell .  
 

Living Wage 
What it is, why we have it, how to make it happen: Wednesday 9th & Tuesday 
15th May, 6.30-8.00pm, at WEA, 59 Gloucester Street, Christchurch 
Session 1:  Understanding the Living Wage and how we got to where we are. This 
will include a history of the Living Wage in New Zealand, and in Christchurch        
specifically, what is happening currently, and where do we go to from here. 

Session 2: Understanding the Living Wage model of broad-based community        
organising, which is unique in New Zealand & looking at how it can be used locally. 

Feel free to come to either one or both. Gold coin donation. For more information 
contact: karena.brown@etu.nz or 0275 498479  
Download flyer here. 
 

GA18 Memorial Minutes 
Part of the preparation of the White Book for our Assembly includes the collection 
of memorial minutes from Presbyteries for any active/retired ministers and key lay 
people (people who have had significant involvement in the wider church as well as 
the local church), who have died since the last General Assembly (2016).  

Church Councils are asked to forward any of these to the Presbytery office by 31st 
May so that they can be referred to the June Presbytery Council meeting. 
 

Climate Change Seminar 
Knox Christchurch (28 Bealey Avenue, Christchurch) and Opoho Presbyterian 
Church, Dunedin, are collaborating on a Climate Change programme of events (a 
morning service, book discussion group, and panel discussion). The first stand-
alone event happened in Dunedin last Sunday, and went brilliantly well. The   
Christchurch event is this Sunday (6 May), with a service at Knox at 10:00am, and 
the book discussion and panel discussion going from 2:00pm - 5:00pm. 

Details of the speakers are on the Knox Church website: www.knoxchurch.co.nz/
news.html 

Come along and be part of an important discussion. 

Download the poster here:  Climate Change Seminar 
 

Presbytery Gathering - Bryndwr (April 27th/29th) 
Around 80 people attended our recent Gathering in Christchurch. It was a           
stimulating weekend focused on The Church & Social Enterprise, with four keynote 
speakers along with workshops and the input of the PCANZ Moderator Rev Richard 
Dawson. 

Presbytery also received reports from our Standing Committees and dealt with a 
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number of business matters including the nomination of Rev Hamish Galloway as our Presbytery nominee for     
Moderator-Designate of General Assembly (for 2020).  

A significant moment was also the presentation of a cheque for $3M to the Alpine Mission Fund from St Andrew's at 
Rangi Ruru parish in Christchurch. This is a very generous gift and is a wonderful gesture from St Andrew's. Their 
'seed funds' will now be able to assist other parishes to develop innovative projects. 

Photos from the Gathering 
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1st Row: Members of Presbytery; Rev Sarah Rice. 2nd Row: Elma Todd (Parish Clerk of St Andrews at Rangi Ruru) presents 

the cheque to Anne Stewart, with Jonathan Barb assisting; Elma Todd; Rev Hugh Perry. 3rd Row: Presbytery praying a 

blessing on some of the members of St Andrew's at Rangi Ruru; Rev Sharaine Steenberg; Rt. Rev. Richard Dawson.  

4th Row: Rev Dr Blair Stirling; Stephen Moe; Rev Anne Stewart thanking Rev David Coster for his time as Moderator.  



What on Earth  is God Doing About Unity?  
Stories of Justice, Peace & Hope. Sunday 13 May, 7-8.30pm, Knox Church, 28 
Bealey Avenue. A lively panel discussion to kick-start this year’s Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity (May 13-20).  

Free/koha (Supper served after). Contact Mary 021-387088 Brian 021-1294305  
Download flyer here; Facebook: www.facebook.com/events/612123465788057/ 
 

Accounting for the Order of Things: Science, Chopin and the 
Word Made Flesh—A public lecture by Prof Murray Rae  

Monday 28 May, 7:30pm, Laidlaw College Christchurch, 70 Condell Ave, Papanui 
RSVP: by Thursday 24 May to chch@laidlaw.ac.nz or 03 354 4270  

In his letter to the Colossians, the apostle Paul makes an astonishing claim. In 
Christ, Paul claims, we have to do with the one in and through whom the entire 
universe came to be. We are encountered by the one who is in person the very 
logic of creation, the one who reveals the end and purpose to which all things are 
directed. Drawing an analogy with Chopin’s first Ballade, this paper will explore 
whether any sense can be made of this claim when set alongside scientific          
explanations of reality.  Full details here 
 

Update from Presbytery Council Meeting, Thursday 26th April  
Abiding in Christ 
David Coster shared a devotional thought from John 15: 1–8. The Greek word for 
abide is ‘meno’ which means “staying, remaining, abiding.” Life is full of many 
changes and transitions. The new business term for rapid change and needing to 
re-brand and alter how things happen is called being “agile”. It is hard to find a 
constant in a changing context! People become anxious and resistant. It is hard 
when people don’t want to change when required. There is also the clash between 
what people see as their “rights” and won’t acknowledge their responsibilities! 
However, with every act of grace there are new opportunities. The scripture calls 
us to abide in God. That is the tension within which we live! 

David opened in prayer and constituted our meeting. 

People matters 
 Marion Rowe tendered her resignation to Presbytery Council. It was received 

with regret and the Moderator thanked Marion for her involvement and wished 
her well; 

 Rev David Sang-Joon Kim has been ordained and inducted and is now Minister 
at St Mark’s Avonhead in Christchurch; 

 The Council congratulated Christine Arnold seeing it was her birthday! 
 Council farewelled Denis Brown (mid-Canterbury) and Liz Whitehead 

(Christchurch) as this was their last Council meeting as they rotated off Council 
prior to the roll-over at our Presbytery Gathering. Council also expressed         
appreciation to Anne Stewart as she finished her role as Convenor of our HR 
Committee.  

Looking ahead 
A Review of Alpine Presbytery will be initiated during this year. Council is currently 
looking at plans for this review which will seek to glean feedback and input from 
the various regions of our Presbytery; 

The General Assembly of PCANZ will be held at St Andrew’s College Christchurch 
from the 3rd to the 7th of October 2018; 

A Presbytery Retreat is planned for July 8th – 10th at Hanmer Springs. Details should 
be available soon. 

Important Information 
 The Assembly Executive Secretary, Wayne Matheson, has advised that the      
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Conditions of Service Manual and Code of Ethics has been updated and are 
available on the PCANZ website; 

 The AES had provided an update on statistics used to help us decide on numbers 
of Commissioners to GA18. We are entitled to send 47 Commissioners to       
Assembly. We will be contacting parishes soon to discuss who might be able to 
attend this year’s Assembly; 

 A draft updated Guide to Procedures (for Cooperative Ventures) had been      
received from UCANZ. This will be going to General Assembly for ratification; 

 Church Property Trustees are seeking a workshop day with Alpine Presbytery. 
Our thought was to negotiate a day around our July Council meeting; 

 We noted the concerns of Council of Assembly around support for Tertiary 
Chaplaincy services; 

 We noted the reminder about the coming work of the GA Nominating           
Committee; 

 We noted the request for Memorial Minutes required for GA18. It is important 
to note that memorial minutes apply to people who have had significant        
involvement in the wider (regional & national) church as well as their local      
parish; 

 We noted the update on the process for voting for Moderator-Designate of GA. 
We agreed on a process for the Presbytery Gathering to seek a 60% minimum 
vote for our nomination. 

Moderator’s report  
David Coster reported on attending St Andrew’s at Rangi Ruru to receive a $3M gift 
for the Alpine Mission Fund. David has also led the recent Ordination & Induction 
service for the Rev David Sang-Joon Kim at St Mark’s Avonhead, Christchurch.  

Today was David’s last day chairing the Presbytery Council during his term as     
Moderator. Council expressed their appreciation for his leadership over these past 
four years. 

Executive Officer’s Report  
Barry Ayers gave a brief update on his recent Study Leave break; updated Council 
on final arrangements for the Presbytery Gathering at Bryndwr; informed Council 
of planning details for the October GA with the assistance of Assembly                
Coordinators Liz Whitehead and Abi Trevathan; and gave an overview of plans to 
organise Commissioners for GA18. 

HR matters 
Items discussed by the HR team this month included: 
 Awatere: are looking at a new Anglican appointment. Marion Rowe attended 

a recent meeting on Presbytery’s behalf when a possible candidate for the      
position was interviewed; 

 Study Leave Report: has been received from Rev Stephanie Wells and will be 
reported on in due course; 

 St Andrew’s Ashburton: has requested a Ministry Settlement Board. Rev Eric 
Mattock has been appointed Interim Moderator from 1st May 2018; 

 Study Leave: has been requested by Rev Joshua Choi for the month of May 
2018. His topic will be: Korean Immigrant Church in Europe: how are they      
coping with cultural differences and difficulties, and what are they doing to pass 
on the gospel to the next generation? 

 Rest Home Ministry: two parishes have written to Presbytery Council raising 
issues around the sustainability of ministry to Rest Homes and suggesting      
options; 

 Rangi Ruru Board: Presbytery approval was sought for the appointment of a 
new Board member; 

 St Alban’s MSB: permission was sought to add a fifth member (from the        
congregation) to the MSB; 

 Mentor Minister: newly-ordained and inducted Rev David Sang-Joon Kim, as a 
new Minister, requires a Mentor Minister; 
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 Communion Elder: St Paul’s Kaikoura has asked for Mrs Marion Judge to be    
authorised as a Communion Elder. HR considered the context for this request 
and supported it. 

Decisions made: 
 Permission was given to Rev Joshua Choi (Christchurch Korean) to undertake 

study leave from 1-31 May 2018; 
 Approval was given for the appointment of Georgina Hunter to the board of 

Rangi Ruru School; 
 Approval was given to the Ministry Settlement Board at St Albans Christchurch 

to have a fifth parish rep; 
 Rev Murray Talbot was appointed as mentor Minister for Rev David Sang-Joon 

Kim; 
 Permission was granted for Mrs Marion Judge to be authorised to conduct     

communion in the context of the ministry of St Paul’s Kaikoura; 
 It was moved (A Stewart/M Rowe) and agreed: 

A response is being sent to St Marks and St Ninian’s thanking them for their 
ministry to rest homes, encouraging them in their work but advising that these 
are parish decisions and that Presbytery does not plan to engage with Rest 
Homes about providing chaplaincy. 
Council had considerable discussion around this matter. It was affirmed that 
Rest Home care is part of the church’s mission. Rest Homes have contracts 
guaranteeing spiritual care. Some homes (e.g. Diana Isaac in Christchurch)      
provide some resource for this. It is about churches building relationships with 
Rest Homes and their people. It is also a complex ecumenical issue. Council sees 
this issue as one which local parishes will need to engage in with Rest Homes in 
their area. 

cProperty & Finance 
dFollow up matters: 
a. St Paul’s Trinity Pacific – request for review of AA assessment: approved by CPT; 

b. Trinity Nelson - Deed resolution: our Presbytery input to the submission        
information has been sent to CPT; 

c. St Paul’s Trinity Pacific – application to apply for Lotteries funding: approved by 
CPT; 

d. St Paul’s Trinity Pacific – application to proceed to lock-up shell for Stage 2:     
approved by CPT with provision they must have a project manager as              
previously. Parish is finalising contract arrangements and Project Manager now 
in order to proceed; 

e. Hope West Melton and Rolleston projects: we are working with the parish to 
finalise the information required to process these applications; 

f. Albury Pleasant Point – hall issues: parish is working through getting necessary 
reports re cost of strengthening. CPT have advised parishes must get cost to 
bring up to both 34% and 67% before deciding/applying to go to the lower       
level; 

g. Hanmer: several maintenance issues dealt with; 

h. Banks Peninsula – sale of Wainui Property: sold slightly above valuation and 
settled November 2017; 

i. St Paul’s Ashburton – sale of manse: sold by private sale and settled November 
2017; 

j. Albury Pleasant Point – sale of church: sale finalised February 2018; 

k. Ellesmere – sale of two St David’s units: one new offer being processed but not 
yet confirmed. Still advertising. 

Matters discussed included: 
North Avon Presbyterian (part of Crossway Parish) Christchurch – further matters 
have been clarified around the build project and especially the Memorandum of 
Understanding between the various parties involved. The Relationship Agreement 
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required some clarification and updating and this has now been sighted and signed
-off by the various parties. Matters have now been clarified to go to CPT. 

St Martin’s (Christchurch) – has asked to withdraw their share of property funds in 
the St David’s Trust. This will assist with their church strengthening and               
improvement project. 

Decisions made: 

 Presbytery accepted the Alpine Financial Statements for the period ended 31st 
March 2018; 

 Alpine Presbytery is supportive of the North Avon Baptist application to utilise 
capital funds and collaborate in the proposed development in North Avon Road; 
accepting that the Methodist partner will buy the land and that Presbytery’s 
concerns have been addressed with the additional provisions in the Relationship 
Agreement document; 

 Alpine Presbytery approved the request from St Martin’s Parish Christchurch to 
withdraw their share of the ‘St David’s Property Trust’ monies (amounting to 
$38,136.33) held by Presbytery, to be utilised in the strengthening of the St 
Martin’s Church building project.  

General Matters 
 A Commission (under BOO 10.29) for the Combined Hurunui parishes has been 

formed. The Commission will assess the capacity of the parishes to support     
full-time ministry; 

 Council shared reflections on the input from the Strategy team’s presentation to 
the March Council meeting. It was felt it was a step in the right direction and the 
beginning of an opportunity to dream and imagine; 

 Liz Whitehead reported that several Parish Reviews are either underway or    
being planned; 

 Presbytery is able to send up to 6 Youth Commissioners to this year’s General 
Assembly; 

 Any Legislative Proposals for General Assembly need to be received by our May 
Council meeting. 

Pastoral 
Presbytery Council wishes to inform Presbytery that the Rev David Brown finished 
his ministry term at St Andrew's, Ashburton, on the 30th April 2018. The pastoral 
tie between Rev Brown and the parish was dissolved at this date after a lengthy 
PCANZ Disciplinary process. Nonetheless Presbytery respects the fact that Rev 
Brown has served for 20 years as Minister of St Andrew's parish and we wish him 
well as he leaves this position. Your respectful prayers for Rev Brown and his    
family and the parish are invited along with a desire to maintain confidence 
through what has been a challenging time for all concerned. 

Rev Eric Mattock has been appointed Interim Moderator for St Andrew's at this 
stage. 

Next Council Meeting: Thursday 24th May at Cashmere Church in Christchurch. 

Full minutes from this meeting can be viewed here: Alpine Council Minutes April 
 

From last week 
 Moderator's Anzac Message 
 General Assembly Commissioners 
 Other Newsletters: Presbyterian Church Schools' Resource Office Newsletter  
 Theology House  
 Nations Bless Israel 
 Do you remember Easter?  
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Dropbox link for documents  

mentioned in this newsletter:  

control & click, or copy and 

paste the link to your browser:  

https://www.dropbox.com/

sh/5k528skz4niqhgg/AABDjLatKUt2-

C2reVHA6hVza?dl=0 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/y50jw2fr8t3aafw/Alpine%20Council%20Apr18%20Minutes.doc?dl=0
https://mailchi.mp/036602df4201/presbyterian-church-schools-resource-office-newsletter-term-2720693?e=ba028ce5c1
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/5k528skz4niqhgg/AABDjLatKUt2-C2reVHA6hVza?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/5k528skz4niqhgg/AABDjLatKUt2-C2reVHA6hVza?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/5k528skz4niqhgg/AABDjLatKUt2-C2reVHA6hVza?dl=0

