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Alpine Mission Fund  
The next (and final round for 2018) for Mission Fund applications closes on Friday 
2nd November. The Information sheet and application forms have can be  
downloaded here: 
Alpine Mission Fund Info 
Alpine Mission Fund Expression of Interest 
Application Form—Building $10k+ 
Application Form—general $10k+ 
 

Spring Cleaning Sale 
Saturday 3rd November 9.30am - 11.30am 
St Andrews church Rakaia, by the 2 Big Trees. 
"A Bit of Everything" - A large selection of native plants and perennials donated 
by our local nursery Millwood; Jams, good clothing, Household goods, toys and 
puzzles, lots of treasures. 
 

John Knox Rangiora Community Fair  
Friday 23rd November, 4pm to 8pm , at John Knox Centre (corner King & High 
Streets, Rangiora). All the usual stalls plus Food Vans and Car Boot Sales.   
Download flyer here: John Knox Rangiora Fair 
 

Alpine Presbytery Review 
Last week Presbytery Council hosted Dr Rosemary Dewerse (researcher) and Dr 
Rod Watts (Northern Presbytery Executive Officer) for a two-day intensive  
process working with our Presbytery Council and key committees to review our 
life and work as a Presbytery. Both Rosemary and Rod had already carefully  
reviewed all the data from our Road Show and online feedback from many of you 
from around our Presbytery. They were impressed by the amount and the depth 
of the feedback you provided - thank you for that! They, and we, greatly  
appreciated your honesty and openness in providing a range of information and 
points of view on how our Presbytery is functioning. Rod and Rosemary were  
impressed by the levels of trust and engagement that many offered. 

We are now awaiting feedback and suggested ways forward from our two visitors 
and Presbytery Council will grapple with this information in the time ahead. 

We will keep you informed as we go along and a full report will be presented for 
the February 2019 Alpine Presbytery Gathering in Greymouth. 

Thank you all once again for your helpful engagement in this process! 
 

Alpine Presbytery Performance Report 2017/2018 
As you will note in our Presbytery Council Update, our Council signed off this 
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Coming Up 

 St Mark’s Twilight Fair:  

2 November, Christchurch 

 Canterbury Regional Forum 

meeting: 15 November 

 John Knox Rangiora Commu-

nity Fair: 23rd November 

 Presbytery Gathering: 15-17 

February 2019, Greymouth 

Alpine Presbytery  
Strategic Framework  

Click here to download the  

Strategic Framework 

Newsletter Items 

Details of events, or requests to 

be added to the distribution list, 

should be emailed to the office.  

Deadline for items for the next 

Newsletter is Thursday 8th  

November 
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year's Performance Report. However it is necessary for this to be approved by the whole Presbytery (voting members 
- Ministers & Presbytery Elders) so we will be sending this to all Ministers and Presbytery Elders soon for them to 
read the report and indicate their approval.  

We would ask you to please respond to this request as soon as possible as outlined in the communication you will 
receive - thank you! 
 

Armistice Day—Sunday 11th November 
 St Anne’s Anglican Church, 7 Wilsons Road, Christchurch—2pm. A service of hymns, readings and prayer to  

commemorate 100 years since the end of World War One. Afternoon tea to follow. 

 St Andrew's Presbyterian Church Rakaia— 9.30am  
Service led by Rev John Titlow, followed by with a Totara Tree planting at the Village Green.  

 The Roaring Chorus  
(from https://ww100.govt.nz/armistice) On Sunday 11 November, a two minute silence will be observed at 11am 
to acknowledge the immense loss and hardship endured throughout the war. Following this, organisations and 
communities are encouraged to gather whatever ‘instruments’ they have at hand, and help create a roaring  
chorus of jubilant sound that once again celebrates peace and hope for the future.   

The brief is wide open, you could ring bells, sound sirens, or toot horns. You could sing a waiata, beat drums or 
play music. You could incorporate something upbeat into an event you already had planned or do something stand 
alone. Anything goes. 

Download an information sheet about the Roaring Chorus 
 

Canterbury Regional Forum meeting 
Final meeting for 2018 for all people in Union and Cooperative Venture parishes in Canterbury. A chance to share, 
learn and encourage one another. 
Date: Thursday 15th November; Venue: New Brighton Union Church 
12.30pm bring your lunch; 1.00pm Forum starts 
Come & see the new building at New Brighton! Bring friends from your church 
For information on the programme and related documents click this link: Canterbury Regional Forum 2018. 
 

Bush Telegraph 
The November edition is available from the PCANZ website here: www.presbyterian.org.nz/publications/bush-
telegraph/2018/november-2018 

 
Update from Presbytery Council Meeting – Thursday 25th October 
Working the Angles 
Anne Stewart shared a quote from Eugene Peterson’s: “Working the Angles – the shape of pastoral integrity”.  
American pastors, says Eugene Peterson, are abandoning their posts at an alarming rate. They are not leaving their 
churches and getting other jobs. Instead, they have become "a company of shopkeepers, and the shops they keep 
are churches." Pastors and the communities they serve have become preoccupied with image and standing, with  
administration, measurable success, sociological impact, and economic viability. In Working the Angles, Peterson 
calls the attention of his fellow pastors to three basic acts—which he sees as the three angles of a triangle—that are 
so critical to the pastoral ministry that they determine the shape of everything else. The acts—prayer, reading  
Scripture, and giving spiritual direction—are acts of attention to God in three different contexts: oneself, the  
community of faith, and another person. Only by being attentive to these three critical acts, says Peterson, can  
pastors fulfil their prime responsibility of keeping the religious community attentive to God. 

Written out of the author's own experience as pastor of a "single pastor church," this well-written, provocative book 
will be stimulating reading for lay Christians and pastors alike. 

Anne opened in prayer and constituted our meeting. 

People Matters 
 Charissa Nicol (currently a Ministry Intern working at Preston’s) has been appointed as Alpine Presbytery’s  

representative on the PCANZ Council of Assembly (in place of Rev Hamish Galloway). We congratulate Charissa on 
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her appointment! 
 Our new Presbytery Resource Team-Leader, Abi Trevathan, was introduced to our Council. 
 Our Presbytery Deputy-Moderator, Rev Dr Andrew Nicol, attended our meeting. 

Moderator’s report  
Anne reported on her attendance at the General Assembly here in Christchurch in early October. She has also  
attended the Christchurch Heads of Denominations meeting where church leaders are seeking new ways to give  
expression to the unity between churches in the area. Anne also recently attended the Regional Forum executive. 

Executive Officer’s Report  
Barry noted appreciation to Abi and Liz and team who oversaw the planning for the recent General Assembly. The 
2020 Assembly will be held in Central Presbytery and Rev Hamish Galloway is the Moderator-Designate. The Alpine 
Presbytery Review is now in its second phase. Barry took recent leave for a training workshop based on the helpful 
work of Shirzad Chamine (www.positiveintelligence.com) looking at the ‘saboteurs’ that affect our lives and the  
research that can help us address these issues. 

HR matters 
Items discussed by the HR team this month included: 
 Ellesmere – the Methodist appointment process has achieved a possible ‘match’ for a ministry appointment and 

is seeking Partner Church approval as it continues the process;        
 St Andrew’s Blenheim – asked permission for Marion Rowe to be approved as an Authorised Elder to conduct 

baptisms. Parish Council has approved. Marion is already an authorised Elder for Communion. Resources are  
being sourced from KCML and Rev Stephanie Wells will follow up with any training and support; 

 Trinity Parish, Temuka – a parish review report was received and presented to Presbytery for approval. 
 St Paul’s Kaikoura – is looking at appointing a Stated Supply person who could then apply for reception to PCANZ 

for a possible future call to ministry there; 
 Alpine Presbytery Review – the committee had prepared a report for the Review process and will meet with the 

external review team when they are in Christchurch; 
 Preston’s New Mission Seedling – after last month’s report from the MSB and subsequent Council decisions there 

were a few further questions and the HR Committee is seeking to review the decisions made to clarify the Terms 
of Call. 

Decisions made included: 
 We supported the Methodist appointment of Rev. Willem van der Walt at Ellesmere Cooperating. 
 We approved Marion Rowe, elder at St. Andrews, Blenheim to officiate at baptisms with training to be completed 

once training information has been obtained. 
 We received and approved the parish review report for Trinity Presbyterian, Temuka and commended them on 

their good work. The summary report can be accessed here. 
 We adjusted and corrected the terms of call for the new mission seedling position at Preston’s. 

Property & Finance Committee Report 
The Team approved the payment of accounts totalling $191,965.37 for October 2018; this included the Mission Fund 
grants approved by the September Council meeting. The Alpine Financial Statements for September 2018 were  
reviewed. 

Matters under consideration included: 
 Alpine Presbytery Performance Report for the year ended 30 June 2018: this has been finalised and the review 

completed. We authorised the Convenor to sign the Representation letter to BDO and the Performance report. A 
précis has been prepared summarising the main points. The full report will be sent to the wider Presbytery for 
approval. 

 Hope Presbyterian Church – an application has been received to borrow funds for their West Melton project. 
They are also seeking permission to accept interest-free loans from congregational members on terms acceptable 
to debtor and creditor. Approval is always required if any loans are to be over $50,000 or a person wants it  
secured over a property no matter what value.  

 The Staveley Camp: papers have been received from a neighbour requesting the signing of a consent form as an 
affected person in relation to a subdivision. The Camp Committee are yet to meet and decide on their position; 
CPT have reviewed it and indicated that it would not affect the Staveley Camp title.  
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Updates on projects/ building issues etc: 
 St Martin’s: received an update that they are nearing completion of their strengthening/upgrading project. 

There has been quite a bit of extra cost but this is still within the 15% allowed by CPT before additional approval is 
required. Good to see this project nearly completed. 

Decisions made: 
 We approved the Alpine Financial Statements for the period ended 30th September 2018. 
 We accepted the Alpine Presbytery Annual Performance Report for the year ended 30th June 2018 and referred it 

to the full Presbytery for approval. 
 We approved the Hope Presbyterian Church application related to borrowing and accepting loans for the West 

Melton building project. 
 We gave authority to Property & Finance to process the Staveley Campsite Committee’s decision with respect to 

the proposed subdivision on a neighbouring property at 137 Sawmill Road. 

General Matters: 
 It was suggested that we change the January Council meeting from the 24th to the 31st January. 
 The next Alpine Presbytery Gathering is scheduled for the weekend 15th/17th February 2019 in Greymouth. 
 The next (November) Presbytery Council meeting will be held at Sumner and will involve a business meeting, a 

walk and a meal with Council spouses and staff. 

Our next meeting will be held on Thursday 22nd November 2018 at Sumner beginning at 1pm. This will be our final 
business meeting for the year. 

A full copy of the Minutes of this meeting can be accessed here. 
 

Ministry Vacancy 
Rural living with Urban Benefits 
Do you have a passion for biblical based ministry? Do you want to lead a group of dedicated folk who are wanting to 
see the gospel spread in their district? 

The people of the Malvern Co-Operating Parish based in Darfield are looking for a vibrant energetic minister to lead 
them. We are a rural parish with multiple preaching centres. We are a blend of Methodists and Presbyterians who 
enjoy a close working relationship with the local Anglicans through a shared use preaching centre in Darfield via the 
Trinity Church.  

Do you have an interest in all things rural and are able to relate to all things urban? Do you have an ability to com-
municate easily with young and old? Could this be God’s call for you? 

Interested? Contact Maureen Frew for details: Email maureenfrew828@gmail.com; phone 03 318 8272 
 

 

News from partner and other organisations 

The Pastoral Pitstop 
This is a follow up from the Pastoral Hui that was held earlier this year. This Pitstop is a half day event, picking up on 
issues raised from the Hui about helping those in crisis situations and keeping yourself healthy and sustainable while 
you do it. This event is open to all: pastoral workers, youth workers, helpers, home group leaders, etc. 

Here is the link with more info: https://www.strengthtostrength.co.nz/events 
To register, please email us: admin@strengthtostrength.co.nz 
 

Helping people become porn resilient  
Porn is a huge issue and a common struggle for many in our churches, both men and women. In this evening seminar 
I will show you what I do to help people break the porn habit and build resilience towards porn. 

Here is a link with more info: https://www.strengthtostrength.co.nz/events 

To register, click here or email us: https://www.strengthtostrength.co.nz/shopecwid/Seminar-Tickets-c31095029 
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An Interview with God 
An up-and-coming journalist finds his 
world and faith increasingly challenged 
when he’s granted the interview of a 
lifetime—with someone who claims to 
be God. 

In Cinemas 25th October 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From last week 
 GA18 take home information 
 Global Leadership Summit 2018 
 Next Presbytery Gathering: 15-17th February 2019 
 Parihaka Day—5th November 
 
 
 

Newsletter Items 
We encourage you to send us details of any events in your area that you think may 

be of interest to others—both in the wider Presbytery and limited to your local area. 
This can include events organised by partner and linked organisations as well as 

from our own Parishes. Email Gail at alpinepresoffice@gmail.com 
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Presbytery Directory 

Click here to  download the latest 
directory, dated September 2018 
 
Any amendments or corrections 
should be advised to Gail in the 
Presbytery Office, and these will 
show in the next printed version. 
(New  versions are uploaded 
about once a month.) 

Dropbox link for documents mentioned in this newsletter: control & click,  or copy & paste the link to 

your browser: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/5k528skz4niqhgg/AABDjLatKUt2-C2reVHA6hVza?dl=0 

Share the News! 

Please share this Newsletter 

around your Parish, especially 

with members of Session/Parish 

Council and all office bearers.  

Forward the email, or print out 

copies for people to take and 

read. If anyone wants to go on 

the  distribution lists to receive 

the Newsletter directly, please 

forward their details to Gail in 

the Alpine Office: 

alpinepresoffice@gmail.com 

Presbytery Contact Details 

Executive Officer 

Rev Barry Ayers:   

presbyteryalpine@gmail.com 

Presbytery Resource Minister 

Rev Dr Darryl Tempero: 

presbytery.resource@gmail.com 

Resource Team Leader  

Abi Trevathan: 

abi.trevathan@icloud.com 

 

Other items can be sent to the 

Office email address:   

alpinepresoffice@gmail.com 
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