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Moderators’ Christmas Messages 
From the Right Rev Fakaofo Kaio, Moderator Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa 
New Zealand  
Greetings.  

Christmas is always a day to look forward to with excitement and wonder: the 
cards, the carols, the decorations, the mood and the atmosphere leading up to 25 
December.   

In a sense, it is the anticipation and looking forward to two features of the season. 
Firstly, who is coming this Christmas, and, secondly, what will be received. This 
was my view and expectation as a child, and it probably still is today.  

In many ways, it is reflective of that very first Christmas in Bethlehem. Mary and 
Joseph were overjoyed about the baby Jesus. They would've also been wondering 
who was coming to visit them.  

Their reality was harsh and cruel. For the safety of their baby, they fled to Egypt.  

In our world today, there is much similarity with that first Christmas. We all aim 
and hope for quality time with family, and we anticipate receiving a card or a  
present. But sometimes, the reality does not always go as planned. For some of 
us, Christmas is a sad time. When a loved one passed away. When redundancy 
took place. When the budgeting failed miserably. When Mum and Dad called it 
quits, and went their separate ways. The list goes on and on. However, Christmas 
is for you this year. You are not alone. You are loved. May this be a new season for 
you.  

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.  

Rt Rev Fakaofo Kaio Moderator Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New Zealand  
 
From Rev Anne Stewart, Moderator of the Alpine Presbytery  
Greetings! 

As another year draws to a close I hope you can find the time amongst the chaos 
to reflect on the year that has been. From a Presbytery perspective it has been a 
full and fascinating year. As parishes reflect on their direction and what they need 
to help them in their call to make God’s great love known, ministries have 
changed – ministers have come and others have gone, buildings have come down 
and new ones have gone up, and ideas have been teased out – that’s what we do! 

This year we have three interns who graduated from their time with the Knox 
Centre for Ministry and Leadership and who next week will be licensed and  
pronounced ready for a call. Two of these three have calls waiting which mean 
they will both stay in Alpine and the third is beginning some conversations which 
we are hopeful something will come from. It’s always exciting to see what new 

 

 
Alpine Presbytery Facebook page 

Newsletter 13th December 2018 

Coming Up 

 Christmas at the Hall: 17th 

December, St Andrew’s 

Rakaia 

 Licensing Service: Tuesday 

18th December, 4pm, at the 

Village, Bryndwr 

 Presbytery Gathering: 15-17 

February 2019, Greymouth 

Alpine Presbytery  
Strategic Framework  

Click here to download the  

Strategic Framework 

Newsletter Items 

Details of events, or requests to 

be added to the distribution list, 

should be emailed to the office.  

Next week will be the last News-

letter for this year. Deadline for 

items is Thursday 20 December 

mailto:barry@alpinepresbytery.org
mailto:gail@alpinepresbytery.org
https://www.facebook.com/Alpine-Presbytery-1174600642554906/timeline/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/3q8spya50h7p8e9/Alpine%20Presbytery%20Strategic%20Framework%20May%202015.pdf?dl=0


‘blood’ brings to our life together. While I am on the subject of new things we were thrilled, a couple of months 
back, to appoint Abi Trevathan to the role of Presbytery Resource Team Leader. Abi has been busy making  
connections around the Presbytery and looking for ways she can assist parishes with their various resourcing needs. 
We are also looking forward to the ongoing development of a new ‘church’ based in the Preston’s community in 
North Christchurch with Charissa Nicol being ordained there early next year. 

This year, we also took the opportunity to embark on a fairly large scale review of the Presbytery. It was our way of 
saying, we are four years old now and it’s time to celebrate the journey thus far and to think again about who and 
how we need to be, going forward, in order to best serve the parishes in our care. This involved a survey where we 
asked for your feedback and then a road show around the Presbytery where people were invited to gather and be 
led through a process focused on what they felt was going well and what we could work on, as a Presbytery.  
Undoubtedly the big one people both appreciated, and wanted more of, was communication. I notice, on a parish 
level as well, it seems to be almost impossible to meet everyone’s personal needs or desires on this one. But it’s 
good to keep our communication to the fore and to keep working on ways we can better assist in keeping the  
Presbytery connected. 

The Presbytery Council are meeting for a retreat in late January to give some good time and energy to what we 
heard in the review and to chew over what can be done to be proactive and better prepared for what’s next. In line 
with this, I want to draw your attention to the Presbytery Gathering in Greymouth over the weekend 15th-17th  
February. One of the things that was evident throughout the roadshow was an increasing confusion over what it 
really means to be ‘Presbyterian’. Sometimes an idea is stopped because it isn’t deemed to be Presbyterian. This can 
feel like a ‘shut-down’ device for those with the ideas. So we want to give some time at the February event to really 
getting to the essence of what it means to be Presbyterian. In this we acknowledge that all cultures are evolving 
beasts and what has been meant in the past, may, in these times, need to take another form. But before we rush to 
change things simply because they annoy us, we need to know the rationale, both theological and practical, behind 
what has been so that we can then discern a path forward that still holds to the essence. We are thrilled to have 
some help coming with this; Jordan Redding will be there to help us with clarifying what has been understood as 
Presbyterian to this point in time and why. Then after we have had some time to reflect on this Ray Coster will  
facilitate us in having a healthy and robust conversation about what this means for us now. This will also assist the 
Council in its work of strategizing our path forward. We just don’t want to be doing what we are doing because we 
haven’t thought about how we might be doing it better or more simply. The needs of yesteryear may no longer be 
what we necessarily need today and we need to be open to change, where we agree it can help us to better serve 
our parishes. 

So in this time of reflection, on the year that has been and the one coming, can I encourage you to keep in mind 
what it means in each of our lives (and in our parish’s life) that Christ has come to live with us, as one of us. How do 
our lives share that message of overwhelming love? How do we live lives that are hopeful, peaceful, joyful and  
loving and therefore witness to our belief in this hope-giving, peace-bringing, joy-making, and love-filled God? 

Finally I want to thank the Presbytery staff, who do an amazing job of being available, being helpful and working 
wisely with parishes. What is exciting for me is that they do this, but they are also actively engaged in how we can 
be better, and in what we can do to make parish life flourish despite the very many challenges we face. I want to 
also thank the Presbytery Council and the standing committees who give their time and energy so willingly, because 
they too believe in this church that God has given us, in order to make Godself known. This work is seldom 
straightforward but needs to be done so that most of the people in the parishes never know what has to be done! 
And now we are heading with some excitement toward avenues that we hope will release some of this energy away 
from processes that deaden and toward work that inspires and enlivens.   

Thank you too for your support and care over the past year, have a good rest and let’s see where 2019 takes us. For 
Martin and I, that means six months away, walking, studying and generally being refreshed. While I am away from 
the Moderator’s post you will be in the very good hands of Rev Dr Andrew Nicol who has agreed to fill the role for 
that time – thanks Andrew (and St Margaret’s!) 

Go well and God Bless. Anne 
 

Licensing Service 
Our three recently-graduated Ministry Interns will be licensed at a special service at The Village Bryndwr (corner  
Ilam/Aorangi Rds) next Tuesday 18th December at 4pm. 

You are all warmly invited to attend and support Esther Sabey, Charissa Nicol and Jonathan Barb as our Presbytery 
recognises the completion of their last two years of internship and their readiness to serve in ministry. 



Presbytery Staff availability over Christmas 
 Rev Barry Ayers is on leave from 24th December until 7th January 
 Abi Trevathan is also on leave from 24th December until 7th January 
 Rev Dr Darryl Tempero is on leave from 7th to 27 January. 
 Gail will not be in the office, or checking emails, during the period 21st December 

to 4th January. 
 

Newsletter Dates 
Our final Newsletter for this year will be next week, 20th December. Items for  
inclusion need to be sent to Gail (gail@alpinepresbytery.org) by midday on  
Thursday 20th. 

Newsletters will start again in mid-January 
 

St Andrew’s, Rakaia 
Christmas at the Hall: Rakaia Community Centre, Monday 17 December 5 - 8pm 
Come and meet Santa; Come and bounce on the castle and spend time at the craft 
activity table. Lots of Christmas Joyful music with Daniel and Kate. Sausages in 
bread, sandwiches and gifted food provided for a shared meal. Welcome to people 
of all ages. 

A Community function organized by St Andrews Presbyterian Church, supported by 
other community groups …… Kiwi Church in action! 

Other Newsletters 
KidsFriendly December eNews 
BushFire—Newsletter of Presbyterian Women Aotearoa NZ 
 

New Directory 
An updated Directory is now available, and can be downloaded here: 
Alpine Presbytery Directory December 2018 
 

From last week 
 People Matters 
 What shall we sing for Christmas? (a new carol) 
 Other Newsletters: 

  Council News November 2018 
  Bush Telegraph December 2018  
  Presbyterian Church Finance Newsletter 209 November 2018 

 Charities Act 2005 Review  
 Presbyterian Support Upper South Island  

 
 

Newsletter Items 
We encourage you to send us details of any events in your area that you think may 

be of interest to others—both in the wider Presbytery and limited to your local  
area. This can include events organised by partner and linked organisations as well 

as from our own Parishes. Email Gail at alpinepresoffice@gmail.com 
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Presbytery Directory 

Click here to  download the latest 
directory, dated December 2018 
 
Any amendments or corrections 
should be advised to Gail in the 
Presbytery Office, and these will 
show in the next printed version. 
(New  versions are uploaded 
about once a month.) 

Dropbox link for documents mentioned in this newsletter: control & click,  or copy & paste the link to 

your browser: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/5k528skz4niqhgg/AABDjLatKUt2-C2reVHA6hVza?dl=0 

Share the News! 

Please share this Newsletter 

around your Parish, especially 

with members of Session/Parish 

Council and all office bearers.  

Forward the email, or print out 

copies for people to take and 

read. If anyone wants to go on 

the  distribution lists to receive 

the Newsletter directly, please 

forward their details to Gail in 

the Alpine Office: 

gail@alpinepresbytery.org 

Presbytery Contact Details 

Executive Officer 

Rev Barry Ayers:   

barry@alpinepresbytery.org 

Presbytery Resource Minister 

Rev Dr Darryl Tempero: 

darryl@alpinepresbytery.org 

Resource Team Leader  

Abi Trevathan: 

abi@alpinepresbytery.org 

 

Other items can be sent to Gail 

Weaver, Office Support, at  

gail@alpinepresbytery.org  
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