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Moderator’s Waitangi Day Message 
On this day in the life of our country, we each have a perspective, views and 
thoughts about the Treaty of Waitangi (Te Tiriti o Waitangi). Historically, it is well 
documented. The creation of the Treaty, between the Tāngata whenua (Māori/
people of the land) and the British Crown, was an event that defined the journey 
of this land and her people. The Treaty governs the relationship between Tāngata 
whenua and everyone who has migrated to New Zealand.  

The Treaty was signed on 6 February 1840 by 40 rangatira (Māori chiefs) and  
Captain William Hobson, on behalf of the British Crown. By September of the 
same year, 500 more chiefs from around the country had signed. It is said that all 
but 39 chiefs signed a Māori language copy of the Treaty. 

Why was a treaty necessary? New Zealand in the early 1800s was changing. Many 
Europeans ventured here, acquiring land, dealing, settling in a new frontier. Sadly, 
lawlessness, chaos, corruption was rife. Migrants arrived in droves. The British 
Government stepped in, or, was asked to intervene. Talks for negotiating New 
Zealand to be regarded as a colony of Britain commenced, with the sovereignty of 
New Zealand hopefully secured under Britain. France was also showing interest in 
New Zealand. 1  

The ongoing problem at the heart of the Treaty Waitangi, then and now, is that of 
sovereignty. The British Crown believed the Treaty of Waitangi would give it  
sovereignty. The chiefs believed the Treaty of Waitangi would protect the  
sovereignty of Tāngata whenua—rangatiratanga (chiefly authority). This issue, at 
the core of the Treaty of Waitangi persists today. The blunt reality…“When the 
Treaty of Waitangi was signed Māori owned more than 66 million acres. By 1975, 
when the Waitangi Tribunal began, almost 97 per cent had been sold or taken”.2  

The Treaty of Waitangi is noted as the founding document of Aotearoa, New  
Zealand. Many regard the date of the Treaty as our national day, to be observed, 
respected and remembered. And, like such national days in many countries, there 
are speculations, doubts of authenticity and relevancy. Some say it is the past…so 
what…what does it mean now? Still, each person in New Zealand today has a view 
and perspective on the Treaty of Waitangi document.  

I humbly and respectfully share my view and understanding of the Treaty of  
Waitangi. My journey in this land began in 1968. I am a migrant from Tokelau and 
Samoa in the Pacific. The status of people like me is manuhiri (visitor/guest). It is 
50 years since arriving here. This land has embraced me, nurtured me and  
moulded me into the person I am today. 

Pacific Islanders view New Zealand as the land of opportunity, land of milk and 
honey. New Zealand is the destination, the epitome, the land of promises—
Australia/USA rank after New Zealand.  
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My ministry parents sent all their children to New Zealand. As a 10-year-old, it was a cultural shock. But the blessing 
of the land and of the people, Tāngata whenua and manuhiri, have been tremendous. 

The Treaty of Waitangi is an incredible document in my eyes. It speaks of the history of New Zealand, the land, the 
people, the journey. There is a sense of awe, honour, respect, appreciation. There is also grief and pain, injustice and 
loss for the Tāngata whenua. There is hope, deliberation, intentional genuineness about building a home and moving 
forward as one nation. 

The Waitangi Tribunal is an avenue to acknowledge and accept responsibility, for moving forward. We will always be 
people of the Treaty of Waitangi, on a bicultural covenant with a multicultural perspective. We must honour this 
founding document for all New Zealanders.  

I understand myself as a manuhiri with a lifelong visa. This land is not the land of my birth, but it is the land where I 
will be buried. This is home for me now. I will give my best, my all for this land and for all her people. I respect and 
honour the intention of the Treaty of Waitangi. All my lifetime, all my days I stand in support of Tāngata whenua and 
the Crown. I will live with you both for better or for worse.  

We will build a future for the next generation. Let us be united, be at peace with one another. May the Spirit lead us 
in building relationships on Jesus Christ as Lord. 

Rt Rev Fakaofo Kaio, Moderator of the Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New Zealand  

 1. Polynesia & Contemporary Pacific Challenges (Treaty of Waitangi). Facebook: New Zealand: History & Natural History https://www.facebook.com/New-

Zealand-History-Natural-History-267744546741095/  
2. https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/104100739/treaty-of-waitangi-what-was-lost 

Kaiapoi Cooperating 40th Anniversary 

On Sunday 10th February Kaiapoi Cooperating will be celebrating the 40th anniversary of Kaiapoi Methodist and St 
Paul’s Presbyterian combining. All are welcome to the church service to be held at 53 Fuller St, Kaiapoi at 10am  
followed by the cutting of the cake and some celebratory drinks (non-alcoholic of course). A lunch will be held  
afterwards in the Wesley Centre hall.  

If attending the lunch please contact the church office by Thursday 7th February—phone 03 3277082 or email 
kaiapoi_coop_parish@xtra.co.nz  
 

Presbytery Picnic 

You’re invited to a Presbytery Picnic. Bring along the family and a picnic and join us at the Groynes (entry off Johns 
Road) in Christchurch on Sunday 3rd February from 11.30am. All welcome.  
 

Induction 
Rev Laurence Ennor will be inducted as part-time Minister of Oxford Union Church on Sunday 10th February at 
9.30am at the Oxford Union Church, 85 Main St., Oxford. Everyone welcome! We realise, of course, that most  
people will be committed to their own church activities that morning but people are welcome to note their apologies 
and any greetings via the Presbytery Office. 
 

Interim Minister at Amuri Cooperating parish 
Rev Dawn Daunauda is being appointed as Interim Minister at Amuri Cooperating parish. A welcome for her will be 
held in the Waiau Community Hall at 5pm on Sunday 17th February and will be led by the Bishop of Christchurch, 
Peter Carrell. 
 

Inauguration of a New Parish! 
A special service will be held on Sunday 10th February at the Ashburton Event Centre at 2pm to mark the  
inauguration of a new parish formed from the previous St James and St Paul's parishes in Ashburton. 

This is a Presbytery event so we welcome everyone who is able to attend to gather to celebrate this special event 
with our new parish! 
 

‘It’s Hot! Welcome to the Anthropocene'.  
Friday March 8th, 7-9.30pm, at St Ninian’s, Riccarton, 5 Puriri St.  
The Rev Dr Clive Pearson will present two lectures exploring the age of humans, i.e. the Anthropocene—an age which 
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signifies the extent to which the human species has affected the planetary Earth systems. First session 7-8pm then 
half hour break for questions and break. Second session, ‘Believing the Anthropocene’ 8.30-9.20pm.  

All Welcome. Further information available from smith.yvonne21@gmail.com 
 

Presbytery Gathering: 15th—17th February 2019 
Venue: Greymouth Uniting Church - 203 Tainui Street, Greymouth 
Start time: Friday 15th February—2pm for registration, 2.30pm opening worship. 

Theme: Back to the Future! Over the past few months our Presbytery Council has enacted a Review of Presbytery's 
life and function. We received feed-back on-line and also via our Road-Show and multiple meetings with key leaders 
and Presbytery Committees and outside facilitators. 

We plan to share some themes and issues resulting from that feedback at this Gathering and suggest some ways  
forward. We have also invited some people to come and facilitate our discussions and help us understand what it 
means to be "Presbyterian" or members of a church/Presbytery in these times. 

We are looking forward to seeing as many of you as possible in Greymouth over the weekend 15th - 17th February! 

Registration: 
     - Online form at https://goo.gl/forms/Unz2BVbRPvolGzdi1 
     - via the Presbytery website: alpinepresbytery.org/events/  

Guest Speakers: 
 The Right Rev Fakaofo Kaio, Moderator of the PCANZ, and his wife Ruth 
 The Very Rev Ray Coster 
 Rev Jordan Redding 

View the Draft Programme on line (may be subject to some changes!) 

Accommodation: 
We are not arranging any billets at this Gathering, so you will need to secure your  own accommodation. You may 
want to look at some of the following sites: 
AirBnB—www.airbnb.co.nz; Booking.com—www.booking.com; Bookabach—www.bookabach.co.nz 
 

A "Brave & Beautiful” Girls Event for girls 10yrs-17yrs  
Saturday 2nd February, 6:30pm-8:30pm at St Paul's Trinity Pacific Presbyterian Church. Hosted by Grace Women's 
Ministry. Activities include: Arts & Crafts, Music, Dessert etc. Theme: Royalty. Wear something purple. No cost! 
(Limited numbers). Download poster here 

Please R.S.V.P. for catering purposes, by 30 January to tina.trinitypacific@xtra.co.nz 
 

“For God so loved the world”  Creation in Worship 
Monday 4 March, 6.30pm, at The Village, Bryndwr, 365a Ilam Rd. (An event of A Rocha Christchurch)  
"Leading God’s people to God’s heart for the whole world": Forum, worship and dinner, sharing worship resources, 
music and song, prayer and poetry.  

All welcome. Cost: $5 + bring food to share for pot-luck meal. No need to register. For more info contact Silvia Purdie: 
027 242 1113, or email: christchurch@arocha.org 

Download flyer here: Creation in Worship 
 

Newsletter from Presbyterian Schools' Resource Office  
Download here: https://mailchi.mp/c2bf73511fe7/newsletter-from-presbyterian-schools-resource-office-term-1-
2019?e=ba028ce5c1 
 

News from partner and other organisations 

Vaughan Park Anglican Retreat Centre 
Based in Long Bay, Auckland, Vaughan Park has a variety of courses and retreats, including the one detailed below. 
View their website for full details—www.vaughanpark.nz 
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The Vaughan park publication—the Ruatara magazine—can be downloaded here: 
www.vaughanpark.nz/about/ruatara 

Celtic Spirituality – Ancient Wisdom for Today’s World: 9.30am Saturday 9th – 4pm 
Sunday 10 March 2019 
The ancient Celtic Christian spiritual tradition is deeply significant for our times,  
offering insights and spiritual practices that remind us of the unity of our origins, 
nourish our deepest longings for serenity, peace and oneness and nurture our  
respect and care for the whole of creation. We are glimpsing the imaginative stirrings 
of a Celtic consciousness, a contemporary spirituality that is organic, grassroots and 
countercultural. There is a yearning for new ways to belong and live in the world, to 
discover wisdom, beauty and love, and a sense of the sacred and of thankfulness  
restored. 

On this retreat… 
 Walk alongside some of the greatest Celtic mystics, visionaries and saints; 
 Discern the wisdom that shaped their lives and journeys and can shape ours; 
 Hear the music and songs, poetry, stories and blessings that moved them to dream 

and write, travel and share prayer, pilgrimage and hospitality; 
 Discover the places where they found meaning, comfort and peace and heard the 

heartbeat of God; 
 Warm your spirit, feed your soul, deepen your insight. Be gifted with peace, beauty 

and love to mind your life and the lives of others. 

Facilitated by the Rev. Dr. Hilary Oxford Smith and Celtic harpist, Julie Saraswati.  

Option 1: $135 includes retreat and catering 
Option 2: $192 includes retreat, catering and overnight accommodation. 

To register, please email admin@vaughanpark.org.nz or ‘phone 09 473 2600. 
 

Newsletter Items 
We encourage you to send us details of any events in your area that you think may 
be of interest to others—both in the wider Presbytery and limited to your local area. 
This can include events organised by partner and linked organisations as well as from 
our own Parishes. Email Gail at alpinepresoffice@gmail.com 
 

From last week: 

 Alpine Mission Fund Board  
 Changes in LOM application/assessment timing 
 Staveley Campsite Committee—Combined Church Service, 10th March 
 Theology House: Diploma Christian Studies courses 2019 
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Dropbox link for documents mentioned in this newsletter: control & click,  or copy & paste the link to 

your browser: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/5k528skz4niqhgg/AABDjLatKUt2-C2reVHA6hVza?dl=0 

Share the News! 

Please share this Newsletter 

around your Parish, especially 

with members of Session/Parish 

Council and all office bearers.  

Forward the email, or print out 

copies for people to take and 

read. If anyone wants to go on 

the  distribution lists to receive 

the Newsletter directly, please 

forward their details to Gail in 

the Alpine Office: 

gail@alpinepresbytery.org 

Presbytery Directory 

Click here to  download the latest 
directory, dated January 2019 
 
Any amendments or corrections 
should be advised to Gail in the 
Presbytery Office, and these will 
show in the next printed version. 
(New  versions are uploaded 
about once a month.) 
 

Alpine Presbytery  
Strategic Framework  

Click here to download the  

Strategic Framework 

Presbytery Contact Details 

Executive Officer 

Rev Barry Ayers:   

barry@alpinepresbytery.org 

Presbytery Resource Minister 

Rev Dr Darryl Tempero: 

darryl@alpinepresbytery.org 

Resource Team Leader  

Abi Trevathan: 

abi@alpinepresbytery.org 

 

Other items can be sent to Gail 

Weaver, Office Support, at  

gail@alpinepresbytery.org  
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