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WOF training day: final reminder 
This free warrant of fitness training day is 
run by PYM and Kids Friendly. 
THIS SATURDAY, 16th March, 9:30am-4:30pm 
Venue: Hope Hornby  

The warrant of fitness training day encompasses required training for all those 
ministering to children and young people as stipulated in the PCANZ Child  
Protection Policy. Click here to register 

Due to the sensitive nature of some of the content in the WOF training day the 
minimum age of a WOF participant is set at 16 years of age.  

For more information on the WOF training please visit http://pym.org.nz/wof/. 
Participants must attend the full day in order to receive the PCANZ WOF  
certificate.  

Cost: Free, but please bring a gold coin to cover the cost of morning tea, and  
provide your own lunch. 
 

St Martins Presbyterian reopening 
At long last, and after many frustrating challenges and delays, the church will have 
its official reopening on Sunday 31st March 2019 at 2.30pm. 

Everyone is welcome to come and join with us in celebrating this wonderful  
moment, take the opportunity to view the changes and share in afternoon tea 
afterwards. 
 

Ordinations/Inductions 
Hope Church:   
Ordination/Induction of Esther Sabey as Assistant Minister at Hope Church at the 
Lincoln Event Centre on Sunday 24th March at 10am. 
Brief Presbytery meeting at the venue at 9.45am; Morning-tea after the service 

Prestons New Mission Project:  
Ordination/Induction of Charissa Nicol as part-time Minister at St Luke's Church 
Redwood (cnr Main North & Daniels Rds, Christchurch) on Sunday 24th March at 
4.30pm 
Brief Presbytery meeting at the venue at 4.15pm; Shared meal after the service 

Note: both of these events are Presbytery events so we do encourage you to 
attend. However if you cannot make it please send your apology to the Presbytery 
Office along with a message of greeting to our two ministers. 
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Measles Outbreak 
We draw your attention to this media release from the Ministry of Health: 
The Ministry of Health is working closely with Pharmac and Canterbury DHB to respond to the local Canterbury 
measles outbreak and ensure our national immunisation schedule continues on track elsewhere in the country. 
There are currently 27 confirmed cases, with a further 20 suspected cases being checked. 

“The first priority for Canterbury is to reach children aged 12 months to 13 years who have never been immunised 
and also children and adults aged 14 years to 28 years who have never been immunised," says The Ministry of 
Health Dr Caroline McElnay, Director of Public Health. "A single dose of MMR typically confers 95% of people with 
immunity. People who have had one dose of MMR in the past and people who have had a single measles vaccine 
are therefore considered to have a good level of protection. Additional vaccine – more than 18,000 doses have  
arrived in Christchurch from Auckland today, 9,000 additional doses will arrive later this week, with further stock 
arriving next week.” 

She says it is important we maintain the existing nationwide immunisation programme, but also encourage  
teenagers and young adults who have never been vaccinated to get immunised. 

"Measles is a highly infectious airborne virus which affects both children and adults. If you think you have the  
measles, it’s important to call before visiting your doctor to avoid you spreading the virus in the waiting room.  
Anyone who is sick should also stay away from work, school or public places, to help prevent putting other people 
at risk. This also applies if you or a family member aren’t fully immunised and may have been in contact with  
someone with measles. By isolating yourself you will help protect vulnerable people including babies, pregnant 
women, cancer patients and others who are unable to be immunised and for whom the impact of the disease can 
be devastating," Dr McElnay says. 

The first symptoms of measles include, dry cough, runny nose and headache. This is followed by a blotchy rash. If 
you catch measles you're infectious 5 days before and until 5 days after the rash appears. If you detect any of these 
symptoms, call Healthline on 0800 611 116, for advice as soon as possible. You can check your vaccination status by 
looking in your Well Child Tamariki Ora or Plunket book, or by contacting your general practice. 
 

Knit & Natter in Kaiapoi  
On Sunday 3rd March knitting made by the Kaiapoi 
Cooperating Knit and Natter group was blessed 
during the church service before it was bundled 
up to be given to Operation Cover-up. This was 
done on Saturday 9th March when two cars loaded 
with wool blankets, mittens, scarves and hats 
helped fill a horse float parked at Rangiora  
Baptist. There a special morning tea was held as a 
thank you for all the groups contributing to the 
Mission without Borders’ Cover-up campaign. 
About 10 of the Knit & Natter group were able to 
go enjoy a talk from a representative from  
Mission Without Borders, a scrumptious morning 
tea provided by the Cover-up committee, collect 
more wool, and buy items from the sales table.  

The mountain of knitting is the result of six 
months of work by the group that meets weekly in 
the church lounge spending 2 hours knitting or 
crocheting, enjoying afternoon tea – and talking! 
Another pile will need blessing later in the year. 
 

Books seeking a new home 
We have the following two books looking for a new home: 
 "By Love Serve" - J D Salmond (1962). The story of the Order of Deaconesses of the PCANZ 
 "John Elmslie" - J G Elmslie (1961). An autobiography 

If anyone would like either or both of these historical works please contact the Presbytery Office. 



Update from Presbytery Council Meeting –Thursday 28th February 2019 
A question of vocation… 
In Luke 5 we read of Jesus calling Simon. He actually leaves his life-job and follows Jesus. While it’s not a universal 
experience that people called by Jesus leave their careers in this case Jesus gives Simon a new job. Instead of  
catching fish … Simon will now ‘catch people’ and help them into a new way of living! Like Simon, but unlike the 
fish, people will experience a renewed life and be set free. However the challenge in this story is that our identity is 
not in what we do! Everything we do is secondary to our priority – being pursued and ‘captured’ by God and set 
free to love and serve Him! 

Quote from Henri Nouwen: 
In recent years, I have become more and more aware of my own tendency to think that the value of my presence 
depends on what I say or do. And yet it is becoming clearer to me every day that this preoccupation with performing 
in fact prevents me from letting God speak through me in any way he wants, and so keeps me from making  
connections prior to any special word or deed….over the years we have developed the idea that being present to 
people in all their needs is our greatest and primary vocation. The Bible does not seem to support this. Jesus’ primary 
concern was to be obedient to his Father, to live constantly in his presence. Only then did it become clear to him 
what his task was in his relationship with people. 

Andrew opened in prayer and constituted our meeting. 

Upcoming Events: 
 Rev Esther Sabey will be ordained and inducted as assistant minister at Hope Presbyterian Church at a special 

combined service on Sunday 24th March at the Lincoln Events Centre at 10am (short Presbytery meeting at 
9.45am); 

 Rev Charissa Nicol will be ordained and inducted into the Prestons New Mission Seedling project at a service to 
be held at St Luke’s Church (Christchurch North) on Sunday 24th March at 4.30pm followed by a shared dinner 
(short Presbytery meeting at 4.15pm). 

Please note: everyone is warmly invited to all these special events. If you cannot attend please send an apology 
and a message of support to the Executive Officer, Barry Ayers, in time for the event – thank you! 

Ongoing learnings (so far) from the Presbytery Review 
Council affirmed a structural change which sees the Executive Officer “line-manage” staff i.e. the Resource Team-
Leader, the Resource Minister, the Admin Support & (in the short-term) the Prestons’ New Mission Seedling  
Minister. Council also approved an overall composition for the Resource Team. (Contact the Executive Officer for 
more detailed information) 

Comprehensive Motion 
To shift our process into more of a “governance/strategic” role we gathered most of our regular business into a 
comprehensive motion. 

Matters agreed under this motion included: 
 Apologies from our meeting – Dugald Wilson, Maureen Bishop. 
 Minutes of the 30th/31st January 2019 Council meeting, the 10th February 2019 Induction, the 15– 17 February 

2019 Presbytery Gathering (adding Rev Brendan O’Hagan to the apologies), the Inauguration services and the 
21st February 2019 Induction service; 

 The approval of the agenda; 
 Correspondence report, plus an update from UCANZ;  
 The Resource Team Leader’s report; 
 HR Committee report – including: 

 That the report be received. 
 That Rev. Sylvia Purdie and Rev. David Kim be approved for the reconvened MSB at St. Albans Uniting.   
 That Marion Rowe (St Andrew’s, Blenheim) replace the Rev Colin Price on the St Paul’s Kaikoura  

 Ministry Settlement Board. 
 Property & Finance Committee report – including: 

 That the report be received.  
 That Presbytery approves the Alpine Financial Statements for the period ended 31st January 2019.      
 That Alpine Presbytery, having received the Kaikoura Parish response to the letter from CPT, concur with the 

parish input and continue to support the parish’s original proposal presently being considered by CPT. Alpine 
Presbytery have no issue with this parish building premises part of which will be commercially leased,  
owning premises that will be leased to a licensed restaurant and having parish space in the same building or 



alcohol being sold in it; we are supportive of this small parish undertaking this venture. We see the merit in 
some of the alternative suggestions for re-establishing facilities however the parish has explored these and 
wishes to proceed with the original proposal which we are prepared to continue supporting. 

In addition to our Comprehensive motion we also discussed several other important matters: 
 Feedback on the KCML pre-change proposal 

After significant discussion at the recent Presbytery Gathering we decided to collate feedback from that event to 
send to Council of Assembly. We also included a report from our HR Committee. (If you would like to view those 
detailed reports please contact the Executive Officer) 

 Child Safety & Health and Safety processes 
Helen Clyde-Smith has recently relinquished her role as Presbytery Health & Safety Officer – thank you for your 
work in this role, Helen! We are reconfiguring this role, especially now with the advent of the child safety policy, 
and will oversee these areas via the Presbytery Office. 

 National & Locally Ordained Ministry processes (NOM & LOM) 
We have noted the changes to the time-frame for application for Locally Ordained Ministry (LOM) and will draw 
this to the attention of people who may be interested in pursuing a call to ordained ministry. 
In future any applications for LOM assessment will need to be in Presbytery hands by April of any given year with 
assessment taking place in September/October. 
NOM process continues to be applications in October and assessment in May. 

 Decisions and Matters from GA18 
The Rev Wayne Matheson briefly attended our meeting and informed us that Legislative Proposals would soon 
be sent giving Presbyteries and congregations the opportunity to respond later this year to suggested changes in 
the PCANZ. 

 Retiring / Retired Ministers 
A paper presented to the recent Gathering by Rev Alastair Taylor was discussed and matters around preparation 
for retirement and ongoing pastoral care for ministers and spouses were noted for future discussion. 

 Executive Officer 
Council considered the process around the review of the Presbytery Strategic Framework. A small task group will 
be formed and the process will seek feedback from the wider Presbytery. 
Council will look at forming a task group to deal with more complex pastoral and conflict matters that may arise 
in the life of the Presbytery. 

 Presbytery Gathering 
The recent Gathering held in Greymouth was thought to be a very helpful event. We appreciated the input of 
Rev Jordan Redding, the Very Rev Ray Coster and our PCANZ Moderator Rev Fakaofo Kaio and his wife Ruth. 
Our next Gathering is planned for Friday to Sunday, the 27th – 29th September 2019 at St Paul’s Trinity-Pacific 
Church in Christchurch. Please keep this weekend free! 

 Future Council meetings 
Our Executive Officer will be on leave from 4th April until 13th May and with the school holidays falling in the 
latter part of April Council decided to cancel its April meeting. However, provisions will be in place to deal with 
any urgent matters. Our May meeting will be postponed one week until the 30th May. 

 UCANZ Update 
We are awaiting final information about Cooperative Venture parish assessments which will become active from 
1st July 2019. We note that the Executive Officer of UCANZ, Rev Adrian Skelton, will be in Christchurch for a 
meeting of the Regional Forum at St Alban’s Church on Thursday 21st March at 1pm. Interested people are  
welcome to attend. 

 Mission Coaching / Discernment 
Presbytery Council endorsed the Mission Discernment process developed by Rev Dr Darryl Tempero and the 
team of Mission Coaches in our Presbytery. Council approved the appointment of a Mission Coach Team Leader 
who will be appointed under the Resource Team budget and work one day per week to assist the development 
of this important area of our Presbytery’s life. Final details are being confirmed prior to announcing this  
appointee. 

 Pastoral 
 A mediation process was approved to assist some folk in one of our parishes; 



 A Commission reported back on the financial viability of our St George’s-Iona parish in Christchurch. As a  
result of the Commission’s report Presbytery Council reluctantly determined it needed to conclude the  
ministry position of Rev Sheena Dickson by the 7th September 2019 as the congregation could no longer 
afford to support ordained ministry. Council is mindful of its need to support Rev Dickson as she considers 
the future. The decision will be reviewed as per Book of Order (section 10.29) guidelines during the ensuing 
6-month period. Our thoughts and prayers are with Sheena and her congregation. 

 Waiau Project 
Some further funds were released from the Alpine Relief Fund for the Waiau New Homes & Jobs Initiative. This 
fund is held by Presbytery since natural disasters have struck our region and due to the generosity of many  
people from within Alpine Presbytery and around the PCANZ we have been able to assist people in the most 
affected areas. 

Our next meeting will be held on Thursday 28th March at The Village Church Bryndwr beginning at 9.30am 

A full copy of the Minutes of this meeting can be accessed here. 

 

 
News from partner and other organisations 

 
South Island Ministry Conference—14 & 15 May 2019  
East Taieri Church, 12a Cemetery Road, Mosgiel  

Pursuing God’s Will Together: Do you long for your leadership group to hear more clearly from God and follow? 
The Conference will explore spiritual practices needed for us to put aside our own agendas and listen to each other 
and to God. Getting beyond voting, or the strongest voice wins the day to discernment together. 

Download the flyer here: South Island Ministry Conference  

Information and registrations are also available online at http://www.etchurch.co.nz/conference/registrations.  
Early Bird Registrations close on 14th April 2019, so get in quick if you want a discounted price. 
 

Pastoral Care Hui 2019  
Topic: Addiction 
When: Wednesday 20 March, 9am - 3pm 
Where: La Vida Centre, 34a Hansons Lane, Christchurch 
Our aim for this event is to help those in pastoral care and helping work, who journey with those struggling with 
addiction. It is easy to feel out of your depth and not know what to do. This hui is being put on as a contribution to 
help strengthen these frontline workers. 

Speakers: Geoff Howard, Drug Arm; Ray Johnstone, Alcohol Counsellor; Jeremy Baker, GP; Cathy Richardson,  
Pastoral Care Coordinator; Richard Black, Counsellor. 

This is a FREE event but an offering will be taken to offset costs. Registration is essential– register here 
 

ENews from Vaughan Park 
Click to read the full text of Vaughan Park’s enews, which showcases their current scholar in residence, Dr Anne 
Shave from Cashmere Presbyterian Church. 

Details of their upcoming retreats are also included in the newsletter. 
 

Charities Review - Your Feedback is Encouraged 

This quick read (Modernising the Charities Act quick read) explains how to have your say on modernising the  
Charities Act 2005 (the Act), the reasons for modernising, and key issues that the DIA want your feedback on.  

Your submission is crucial to help the Government consider how to improve the Act. Submissions close on 30 April 
2019. 

To read the discussion document or to find out more information about the modernisation work and community 
meetings, visit https://www.dia.govt.nz/charitiesact 
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PWANZ Newsletter 
Download here: PWANZ Bushfire March 2019 
 

From last week: 
 Presbyterian Church Finance Newsletter—Payday Filing 
 Vacancy—St Pauls Trinity Pacific, Christchurch  
 East Side Multicultural Games—Saturday 23rd March 
 Presbyterian Youth Ministry Newsletter—The Buzz Newsletter 
 Updated Presbytery Directory 
 Mission Action Experimenting Course 
 Lenten Studies 
 Vacancy—Presbyterian Church Schools’ Resource Office Director 
 Canterbury Regional Forum Meeting—Thursday 21 March 
 Other Newsletters: 

Bush Telegraph 
Charities Services Newsletter, February 2019 
World Communion of Reformed Churches eNews: February 2019 

 
 
 

Newsletter Items 

We encourage you to send us details of any events in your area that you think may be 
of interest to others—both in the wider Presbytery and limited to your local area.  

This can include events organised by partner and linked organisations as well as from 
our own Parishes. 

Email Gail at gail@alpinepresbytery.org   

Dropbox link for documents mentioned in this newsletter: control & click,  or copy & paste the link to 

your browser: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/5k528skz4niqhgg/AABDjLatKUt2-C2reVHA6hVza?dl=0 
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Share the News! 

Please share this Newsletter 

around your Parish, especially 

with members of Session/Parish 

Council and all office bearers.  

Forward the email, or print out 

copies for people to take and 

read. If anyone wants to go on 

the  distribution lists to receive 

the Newsletter directly, please 

forward their details to Gail in 

the Alpine Office: 

gail@alpinepresbytery.org 

Presbytery Directory 

Click here to  download the latest 
directory, dated March 2019 
 
Any amendments or corrections 
should be advised to Gail in the 
Presbytery Office, and these will 
show in the next printed version. 
(New  versions are uploaded 
about once a month.) 
 

Alpine Presbytery  
Strategic Framework  

Click here to download the  

Strategic Framework 

Presbytery Contact Details 

Executive Officer 

Rev Barry Ayers:   

barry@alpinepresbytery.org 

Presbytery Resource Minister 

Rev Dr Darryl Tempero: 

darryl@alpinepresbytery.org 

Resource Team Leader  

Abi Trevathan: 

abi@alpinepresbytery.org 

 

Other items can be sent to Gail 

Weaver, Office Support, at  

gail@alpinepresbytery.org  
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