
 

Newsletter Date 

www.alpinepresbytery.org 
Street Address: 2a Macmillan Ave, Cashmere, Christchurch. Ph (03) 4201400  

Postal Address:  Alpine Presbytery, P.O. Box 42120, Tower Junction Post Shop, Christchurch 8149 

Email: barry@alpinepresbytery.org or gail@alpinepresbytery.org 

Responses to Friday’s act of terrorism 
In the light of last Friday's events we have been working to collate some resources 
that may be helpful for families in our midst and for our congregations. We have 
been talking to both Presbyterian Support and Te Whare Awhero and they have 
provided us with some great information from their teams.  

Key points: 
 If you or someone you know would like someone to talk to around your mental 

well-being please call or text 1737 to talk to a trained counsellor. 
 Check in on friends, family and neighbours and ask them how they're going. 
 Keep your kids away from TV and media—especially the younger ones, and  

express confidence in the police response. Make time to talk to them and let 
their questions guide the conversation. 

 Help children to understand their emotions—there are many helpful tips on 
how to do this online. Some ideas include using faces, helping them link  
emotions that they are feeling or pointing out different emotions in movies and 
books. 

 Provide a calm space at home for children—an area where they feel at peace 
and relaxed. More information and ideas on helping keep kids calm can be 
found here. 

 Most of all, encourage people not to go at it alone and to practice good  
self-care. Spend time with the people you love, do an activity you love and be 
kind to one another. Some practical tips here. 

We have also put together a list of links drawing from places like The Parenting 
Place, Kids Friendly and PYM on how to deal with trauma. There are also some 
articles around pastoring, working with those directly affected and helping our 
people lament and grieve that others may find helpful. These can be found here. 
(This page will continue to be updated as we pull together more resources. If you 
find something you feel could be helpful please email me so we can add it to the 
list.) 

Finally, please continue to pray for our people on the front lines—particularly the 
hospital and school chaplains—as well as those in our community who have been 
deeply affected by this tragedy.  

"Until then, there are three things that remain: faith, hope and love—yet love  
surpasses them all. So above all else, let love be the beautiful prize for which you 
run." - 1 Cor 13:13 (TPT) 

Helping kids through tough times: The events of Friday have left us all with great 

sadness, and many questions. The Kids Friendly Team have forwarded this list of 

resources, prepared by our Anglican friends at STRANDZ, and the Baptist Children 

and Families Ministry Team, which you may find helpful. 
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Coming Up 

 East Side Multi Cultural 

Games: 23 March 

 Ordination/Induction of  

Esther Sabey: 24 March at 

Lincoln Event Centre 

 Ordination/Induction of 

Charissa Nicol: 24th March at 

St Luke’s Redwood. 

 St Martin’s Presbyterian 

church reopening: 31st March 

Newsletter Items 
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be added to the distribution list, 

should be emailed to the office.  

Deadline for items for the next 

Newsletter is Thursday 28th 
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How to talk to Children about Terrorism (The Conversation) 
How to talk to kids about trauma (Parenting Place) 
Ministry of Health - Helping Children - mindful of the different stages of development. 
10 Tips for helping children cope with disaster (Save the Children) 
Helping Kids Cope with Disaster and Trauma  (Nigel Latta) 
Supporting your Children/Teen after a stressful or traumatic event (Skylight) 
5 components of psychological first aid - Psychological First Aid Toolkit—What’s in Yours?  

#Givenothingtohate: Here's a creative and meaningful idea from our Anglican friends. Wear 

a green heart to stand in solidarity with our Muslim neighbours. Download the image from the 

Transitional Cathedral site and print some stickers! http://www.cardboardcathedral.org.nz/ 

Kaiapoi Cooperating: As part of our response to the events of 15th March the Kaiapoi Cooperating Parish Council 

catered a special morning tea for the staff of our neighbouring St Patrick’s Catholic School on Wednesday 20th. They 

went into lockdown on the Friday and had to deal some very stressed children, and parents. Our church also 

opened our doors to some of the parents that day as they waited for their children. We have agreed with the school 

that our facilities will be officially noted as a parent refuge if a lockdown ever happens again. 

From one child to another: An opportunity for children to express their feelings of sympathy to the children who 
are journeying through a loss at the moment. Would your children like to create cards? Would your parish like to 
care for a family at this time from our Christchurch community? If you are interested, please email or phone for 
more information. From one child to another love will win.  
Lea McEwan, Director of Outreach, Hope Presbyterian—email: www.hopechurch.net.nz 

Message from PCANZ Moderator Rt Rev Fakaofo Kaio  

We pray for our Presbyterian Church family in Christchurch as they endure another tremendous shake up to their 
lives that will test their resilience. The attack on folks at worship is a violation of our whole nation. We stand united 
in Aotearoa. Kia kaha. 

Earlier this week, on Tuesday, I was privileged and honoured to represent the Presbyterian Church family, along 
with selected religious leaders, as guests of Parliament’s Speaker of the House. 

The prayers, as well as the debate by leaders of political parties—especially the Prime Minister—were both  
profound and somber. The emotions and grief were overwhelming, with weeping of men, women and children.  For 
a moment, we were a family standing together sharing our sorrow.  

We uplift and encourage all the good and loving work carried out by our Presbyterian family in this crisis. There are 
so many giving unselfishly of your resources, time and energy. We think of our chaplains at St Andrews College and 
Rangi Ruru, of our churches and schools in the area, and our family in Christchurch. You are in our prayers.   

I also want to share that we have been touched by prayers and messages of support from ecumenical partners and 
denominational leaders from the world over. The message (below) from Pakistan-based Ecumenical Commission for 
Human Development, is one of many our Church has received expressing condolences for the victims of this terrible 
tragedy. 

May we be ever thankful for the love and power of God throughout the world. 

Letter from James Rehmat,Executive Director - Ecumenical Commission for Human Development 

We were with great saddened to hear that 49 people have been killed and at least 20 were wounded in terrorist 
attacks at the Al Noor mosque in Christchurch and at the mosque in the suburb of Linwood in New Zealand.  

On behalf of the Ecumenical Commission for Human Development, a Christian independent, ecumenical advocacy, 
humanitarian relief and development agency is extending our heartfelt condolences to Aotearoa New Zealand 
churches, national and local governments and to the people who lost family members and friends. 

We kindly ask you to share our message of condolence with your member churches in New Zealand.  

Be assured that Aotearoa New Zealand churches and people are in our prayers in this time of sorrow. May the 
words of the God comfort you and remind you of God’s endless mercy: 

“Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help 
us in our time of need.” Hebrew 4:16   
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A new Hymn– Say welcome to the real world:  Hymn writer and retired Methodist Minister Bill Wallace has written 

this hymn in response to the events of last Friday. 

Say welcome to the real world (Tune: Passion Chorale—WOV255) 

Ordinations/Inductions—this Sunday 
Hope Church: Ordination/Induction of Esther Sabey as Assistant Minister at Hope Church at the Lincoln Event 
Centre on Sunday 24th March at 10am. 
Brief Presbytery meeting at the venue at 9.45am; Morning-tea after the service 

Prestons New Mission Project: Ordination/Induction of Charissa Nicol as part-time Minister, at St Luke's Church 
Redwood (cnr Main North & Daniels Rds, Christchurch) on Sunday 24th March at 4.30pm 
Brief Presbytery meeting at the venue at 4.15pm; Shared meal after the service 

Note: both of these events are Presbytery events so we do encourage you to attend. However if you cannot make it 
please send your apology to the Presbytery Office along with a message of greeting to our two ministers.  
 

St Martins Presbyterian reopening 
At long last, and after many frustrating challenges and delays, the church will have its official reopening on Sunday 
31st March 2019 at 2.30pm. 

Everyone is welcome to come and join with us in celebrating this wonderful moment, take the opportunity to view 
the changes and share in afternoon tea afterwards. 
 

News from partner and other organisations 
  

The Gospel in the City 
16th & 17th May 2019, 9:30am—3:30pm (Registration at 9:00am), at All Saints Church, 338 Church Street,  
Palmerston North.  

Cost: $90.00 (EarlyBird); $110.00 (after 30 April 2019); Contact:(06) 358 2203; info@allsaintsnz.com  

The remarkable success of the churches in New York has been a phenomenon. A key influence has been the  
leadership and approach of Timothy Keller. This conference will explore his approach to doing church in the city, for 
the sake of a city.  

Andrew Katay and Gunna Ramen head City to City Networks that are part of Timothy Keller’s global networks. It will 
be a great experience learning from two gifted practitioners.  

Download poster here: The Gospel in the City 

Hosted by All Saints Palmerston North & the Wellington Anglican Diocese.  

1. Say welcome to the real world, 
A world where crosses grow, 
Nurtured by groups whose “One way” 
Can seem as pure as snow. 
The crosses we find growing 
Are planted in the mind 
That thinks its way of living  
Is best for humankind. 
 

2. Both Leaders and the workers 
All share a common quest 
Promoting their own life styles 
That they all think are best 
But hidden in their thinking 
Lie seeds of hate and death 
Disparaging all others  
Destroying their self worth. 

3. As well as grieving deeply 
For tragedy and loss 
We need to look inside us 
And find each inner cross 
That threatens to expand now 
And burn with fiery hate 
The life that we love dearly 
Till death becomes our fate. 
 

4. To counter all this thinking  
We need an open mind  
To other forms of faith-life 
To which we may be blind. 
God’s wisdom has no doorway  
Through which we all must go 
Except the common bonding 
That suff’ring love can know 

Text © William Livingstone Wallace 
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Staveley Camp Open Days - Weedbusting/Peoplemeeting  
10am Saturday 6th – 5pm Sunday 7th April. Come for an hour or stay for the whole 
weekend.  
Staveley Camp and the Mid Canterbury Timebank present their second 
Open Weekend. Building on the success of the first one in November last year, they 
are aiming to remove significant areas of sycamore to really change the balance in 
favour of our native flora in the forest.  

And in recognition and appreciation of all the wonderful work our forest volunteers 
will do, Mid Canterbury Timebankers will provide all sorts of activities to inspire,  
enjoy and rejuvenate!  

The Open Days are free, including accommodation and food. Please help them plan 
by registering your intention to come.   

More information and registration at Eventbrite 
 

Scholarships available to young Christians studying media 
Christian Broadcasting Association (CBA) is offering three $2,500 media scholarships 
(towards fees or living costs) for tertiary students studying media, journalism,  
communications, broadcasting, or audio engineering. We also offer to pay for each 
recipient to attend the Venn Summer Conference at our expense, so the total  
scholarship is valued at well over $3,000. 

Selection Criteria 
We are looking for young people who have: 
 Leadership skills. 
 A passion for media. 
 A current enrolment in an NZQA tertiary level course. 
 A commitment to the Christian faith and ideals, as well as living these out in  

everyday life. 

Please note that this scholarship is only available to New Zealand citizens or  
permanent residents. 

Application Process 
Applications are open now and close 12th April 2019. To apply please fill in the  
application form and provide three referees as per our website:  
www.cba.org.nz/scholarships 

The decision will be made in July 2019 and all applicants will be advised of the  
outcome. For any further questions please contact the scholarship secretary, Louise 
Haitoua, scholarships@cba.org.nz 
 

News for Uniting Congregations: download March uNETy here 

 

From last week: 
 Measles Outbreak 
 Knit & Natter in Kaiapoi  
 Books seeking a new home 
 Update from Presbytery Council Meeting –Thursday 28th February 2019 
 South Island Ministry Conference—14 & 15 May 2019  
 Pastoral Care Hui 2019  
 ENews from Vaughan Park 
 Charities Review - Your Feedback is Encouraged 
 PWANZ Bushfire March 2019 

 

Dropbox link for documents mentioned in this newsletter: control & click,  or copy & paste the link to 

your browser: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/5k528skz4niqhgg/AABDjLatKUt2-C2reVHA6hVza?dl=0 
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Share the News! 

Please share this Newsletter 

around your Parish, especially 

with members of Session/Parish 

Council and all office bearers.  

Forward the email, or print out 

copies for people to take and 

read. If anyone wants to go on 

the  distribution lists to receive 

the Newsletter directly, please 

forward their details to Gail in 

the Alpine Office: 

gail@alpinepresbytery.org 

Presbytery Directory 

Click here to  download the latest 
directory, dated March 2019 
 
Any amendments or corrections 
should be advised to Gail in the 
Presbytery Office, and these will 
show in the next printed version. 
(New  versions are uploaded 
about once a month.) 
 

Alpine Presbytery  
Strategic Framework  

Click here to download the  

Strategic Framework 

Presbytery Contact Details 

Executive Officer 

Rev Barry Ayers:   

barry@alpinepresbytery.org 

Presbytery Resource Minister 

Rev Dr Darryl Tempero: 

darryl@alpinepresbytery.org 

Resource Team Leader  

Abi Trevathan: 

abi@alpinepresbytery.org 

 

Other items can be sent to Gail 

Weaver, Office Support, at  

gail@alpinepresbytery.org  
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