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Easter Messages 
From Right Rev Fakaofo Kaio, Moderator PCANZ 
Greetings.  

Christ is risen. Alleluia. Praise the Lord. 

The highlight of our Christian world is Jesus rising from the tomb. This act of God 
changes everything. Dejection, betrayal, denial, desertion: the disciples were lost 
and shattered. The one they adored and followed was crucified and publicly   
ridiculed. But, Jesus rose from the tomb. Everything changes. 

Easter is our celebration of Jesus’ resurrection. It is understood as the defeat of the 
two worst fears of humanity: death and sin. Jesus defeated death once and for all. 
Death where is your sting? Where is your victory? Death will not bring fear and 
dread to our lives anymore. In Jesus, and through Jesus, we have life in full—in this 
world and in the world to come. Praise and thanks to God.  

Sin, which has bound and suppressed humanity since the beginning of creation, you 
too have lost your grip. You will not terrorise and dominate anymore. God has  
defeated sin through Jesus, our Lord and Saviour. Jesus is the lamb of God, sacrificed 
on the cross for the sin of humanity. Jesus redeemed us from sin and brought us 
into a new relationship with God.  

Sin, we know you are there, still trying to hurt and influence lives, but you are  
powerless, for our Lord Jesus reigns supreme forever.  

Jesus Christ is risen. Alleluia. Praise God. Christians, get up and share this glorious 
news with all who will listen. This is the good news of salvation. It cannot be   
silenced. 

Happy Easter, everyone. Jesus Christ is risen. Yes. 

In life and in relationships, we must be Christ-like. Jesus was rejected and deserted 
before the cross. When he met his disciples after death, Jesus was loving,  
compassionate and kind. Jesus said over and over again: “Peace be with you, receive 
the Holy Spirit”, and he embraced them. 

This Easter, be at peace with all people: be reconciling and be forgiving. Be a new 
person for your sake. May the Holy Spirit be your constant companion in all your 
relationships with people, and especially with God. 

Happy Easter. Christ is risen. Alleluia. Praise the Lord! 

Download the Moderator’s Easter Message 
 
From Rev Dr Andrew Nicol, Deputy Moderator, Alpine Presbytery  
Dear people of Alpine Presbytery, 

God bless you all as you minister and are ministered to in your churches, homes, 
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Coming Up 

 BraveGirl Conference: 3-4 May, 

Hope Presbyterian 

 Tatou Tatou 19: A Citywide 

Church Event: 11th May, 7pm 

in the Christchurch Town Hall 

 Presbytery Retreat: 23-25 June, 

in Hamner Springs. 
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workplaces, and communities. 

Poet Christian Wiman writes, “God goes belonging to every riven thing he’s made.”1 
What is riven is broken or rent, torn apart violently. This week Christians will gather 
all over the world to worship and encounter a crucified Palestinian Jew, murdered in 
an act of terror aimed at demoralizing, instilling fear, and begetting betrayal and  
division.    

This passion week Christians focus on the confession that everything has been made 
new through the once-for-all work of God in the cross of Jesus Christ. Here at the 
cross we meet a Love that is always toward us. I submit, that if Christians are to resist 
the powers of hatred, anxiety and division at this time they must live in the life of the 
Christ-like God—‘Behold the Lamb, just like his Father.’2 To say less is to retreat from 
scripture’s central assertion that “in Christ God was reconciling the world to  
himself.”3 God in Jesus Christ by the power of their Spirit overcomes death and  
decay, hostility and alienation. As Tom Wright once quipped if it doesn’t look like that 
to us it’s because we have the wrong idea of what power is and how it works.  

Understandable, as it is at this time to consider Jesus as an archetype of non-violent 
resistance, the gospels point beyond this to the cross and resurrection as Jesus’  
enthronement in a topsy-turvy kingdom. He said to those who would murder and 
abandon him (and this was most) “You would have no power over me, unless it were 
given you from above.”4 Jesus’ kind of kingdom arise out of the life of the Triune God.  
We see this on (at least) two occasions in the gospels where things are ‘torn’—at  
Jesus’ baptism where we hear God’s declaration of delight in the Son (and the Spirit 
alights), and secondly immediately after the Son’s death where the temple veil is torn 
apart from the top. The temple veil is both a sign of God’s presence in the cross and 
of the abolition of exclusion and division in the kingdom. As Peter Leithart puts it, 
“Justice is realized when the divisions of Babel are broken down in the death and  
resurrection of the Son of God, when a new order of life and worship is established in 
which the distinction of Jew and Gentile has become utterly inconsequential.”5  

The crucifixion was an act of terror. Terror claims that the powers have free reign and 
seeks disarray out of distinction. But this is the good news of Good Friday and the 
resurrection, that God goes healing that which has been torn apart; the powers have 
been disarmed—in Christ ‘difference’ finds inclusion and is radically relativized.   

The Christian’s response to difference, to neighbours, strangers and enemies is the 
way of the cross—the compassionate posture of God. “For God so loved the world” 
means God has moved through the life, ministry, death, resurrection and current 
reign of Jesus to move his people for the sake of the world, forward in a kingdom 
arising through the Son who bore our sin and humanity and makes it new. This 
means that the centrality of Christ is both un-substitutable, and at the same time a 
Christian’s foundation and source of hope for the flourishing of all human life and 
indeed the welfare and destiny of creation itself. 

1 “Every Riven Thing” Christian Wiman 
2 Brad Jersek, A More Christ-like God (Plain Truth Ministries, 2016). 

3 2 Corinthians 5:19 
4 John 19:11 

5 Peter J. Leithart, Delivered from the Elements of the World: Atonement,  
Justification, Mission (Downers Grove, IL: 2016), 294. 

 

Alpine Presbytery Retreat 
The Retreat this year will be from Sunday 23rd to Monday 24th June, with an  
optional programme on Tuesday 25th June, and will again be held at Hamner Springs. 
More details and registration will be available soon. 
 

Informal Minister's Catch Up and Prayer 
These Ministers’ lunchtime meetings will not be happening over the Easter holidays, 
which includes this week, and the decision has also been made to now reduce these 
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to monthly. They will now occur on the third Wednesday of each month, with the 
next meeting being on Wednesday 15th May, 12.30pm, at the same venue, The  
Village, Bryndwr. Remember to bring your lunch! 
 

Lock-Down Procedures 
The Assembly Office report that a number of churches have been visited by police on 
the matter of lock-down procedures, and that they have followed this up with police, 
who advise that they are visiting churches to discuss basic security aspects. Following 
the attacks in Christchurch, police felt it important to reach out to places of worship 
to discuss this important topic. Advice is often given as part of these visits. Part of 
that advice is encouraging vigilance and ensuring that people know to call 111 if they 
note anything suspicious.  

 Police have advised that they have no information of a specific threat against 
churches, but the threat level in New Zealand remains at high. 

Police state in regard to Easter, our advice to churches regarding Easter gatherings is 
the same for any type of large gathering or event while the threat level is high—
remain vigilant and report anything suspicious or concerning to Police on 111  
immediately.  

This is now a part of the wider Health & Safety and Risk Management issues. Parishes 
may wish to look at implementing policies in this area, and school policies may give a 
good starting point - see http://www.safeschools.co.nz/lockdown/.   

Rev Martin Baker has advised that the Clevedon Parish in Auckland – which includes 
a pre-school – have recently completed a lockdown procedure and guidelines and is 
willing to be contacted to discuss with others what is involved. You can contact  
Martin via email: martin@clevedonpresy.co.nz 
 

Te Raranga Pastor’s Follow up Meeting 
Tuesday 30 April, 10.30am - 12pm, at Majestic Church, 25 Wilmer Street 
A report back to church leaders following the events of March 15th. There will be a 
facilitated discussion on “Where to from Here" 
 

Sing for the World  
With John Bell, in the Knox Centre Hall,, Christchurch, Tuesday May 21st 7-9pm. 
Cost: Koha 
Calling all church musicians and those who love to sing. Many of you will be familiar 
with the Wild Goose, Iona songs and hymns—here's an opportunity to sing with one 
of the sources. John Bell is a Resource Worker with The Iona Community, who  
lectures, preaches and conducts seminars across denominations around the world. 
He is a hymn writer, author and occasional broadcaster, but retains a primary passion 
for congregational song. John is based in Glasgow and works with his colleagues in 
the areas of music, worship and spirituality. The Iona Community is a dispersed,  
global, ecumenical Christian community of men and women who seek to live out the 
Gospel in a way that is inclusive and relevant to life in the 21st Century.  
The hospitality and educative work at the Iona Abbey, Isle of Iona, Scotland runs  
under their auspices.  
 

South Island Ministry Conference—14 & 15 May 2019  
East Taieri Church, 12a Cemetery Road, Mosgiel  
Pursuing God’s Will Together: Do you long for your leadership group to hear more 
clearly from God and follow? 

The Conference will explore spiritual practices needed for us to put aside our own 
agendas and listen to each other and to God. Getting beyond voting, or the strongest 
voice wins the day to discernment together. 
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Presbytery Directory 

Click here to  download the latest 
directory, dated March 2019 
 
Any amendments or corrections 
should be advised to Gail in the 
Presbytery Office, and these will 
show in the next printed version. 
(New  versions are uploaded 
about once a month.) 

Alpine Presbytery  
Strategic Framework  

Click here to download the  

Strategic Framework 

http://www.safeschools.co.nz/lockdown/
mailto:martin@clevedonpresy.co.nz
https://www.dropbox.com/s/8hf9e45qyiyz9ej/Alpine%20Presbytery%20Directory%20March%202019.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/3q8spya50h7p8e9/Alpine%20Presbytery%20Strategic%20Framework%20May%202015.pdf?dl=0


Download the flyer here: South Island Ministry Conference  

Information and registrations are also available online at http://www.etchurch.co.nz/
conference/registrations.  
 

PWANZ Newsletter 
Bush Fire April 2019 
 

AED-Defibrillator Offer to all Churches and places of worship 
St John organisation are offering 25% off their defibrillators to ALL churches, 
denominations and places of worship, and if there is enough interest in purchasing 
a defibrillator, then that discount may be increased! 

Follow this link to view information about defibrillators, St John’s offer, and funding 
options http://www.methodist.org.nz/caring_for_our_people/defibrillator_offer 

Registrations of Interest are open until 30 June 2019, and can be made from the 
above webpage. 
 

From last week: 
 Presbyterian Investment Fund Interest Rate change 
 PYM Newsletter: The Buzz - April 
 Contacts whilst Barry is overseas 

 
 
 
 

Dropbox link for documents mentioned in this newsletter: control & click,  or copy & paste the link to 

your browser: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/5k528skz4niqhgg/AABDjLatKUt2-C2reVHA6hVza?dl=0 
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Share the News! 

Please share this Newsletter 

around your Parish, especially 

with members of Session/Parish 

Council and all office bearers.  

Forward the email, or print out 

copies for people to take and 

read. If anyone wants to go on 

the  distribution lists to receive 

the Newsletter directly, please 

forward their details to Gail in the 

Alpine Office: 

gail@alpinepresbytery.org 
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