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Anchored (Pilot Programme) 
PYM and Kids Friendly are looking for Ministers in Alpine Presbytery to help pilot the 
Anchored Confirmation/Baptism programme. 

This will involve bringing along a few young people (years 7-10) from your church to 
the Weekend Retreat at Woodend Christian Camp on 15-16 June, and then leading 5 
further sessions at your church. If they so choose, the young people would be  
invited to be baptised or to confirm their baptism within the context of their home 
church. 

More information and registrations here https://anchoredpilot.wordpress.com  
 

Alpine Presbytery Retreat 
Sunday 23 to Monday 24 June, with an optional programme on Tuesday 25 June 

Many felt that the March 15 Christchurch Mosque shootings evoked both  
compassionate solidarity and sober reflection on the tendency to distance 'the  
other'.  As we dwelt a bit in the shadows we had to ask how we might be led into 
deeper discipleship. Indeed, how might Alpine Presbytery build character which 
commits itself, to tell the truth about ourselves and our context, resists the  
assumption of power,  seeks God in the face of the stranger, and celebrates  
difference whilst appreciating the manner in which the new humanity in Christ  
relativizes all culture? 

These are big questions and no doubt require sustained attention.  This retreat will 
be a precious opportunity to spend time with one another, find some rest, and  
explore what God might be saying to us individually and corporately as we dwell in 
the account of Peter and Cornelius found in Acts 10.  In Gal 3: 26-29 (a lectionary 
reading for April 23) we are told that in God’s household there is a new humanity 
which supersedes human boundary markers.  What will God do in us as we sit with 
the account of Peter meeting Cornelius…when God’s mission changes not only the 
world but the church. 

The Retreat this year will again be held at the Hanmer Springs Golf Club, with the 
Tuesday morning session being at the Anglican Church. 

Register by 17 June at https://forms.gle/mrXEggCpVkVbqMWi8, or on the Events 
page of the Presbytery website: https://alpinepresbytery.org/events/  

You may wish to arrange your own accommodation, and links to some providers are 
below. We will also have the opportunity for some to participate in shared houses, 
and if you wish to do this please indicate on your registration (note: register by 31 
May if you choose this option) 
Accommodation websites: 
Hanmer Holiday Homes; Alpine Holiday Homes; Bookabach; Booking.com; Airbnb 
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Coming Up 

 BraveGirl Conference: 3-4 May, 

Hope Presbyterian 

 Tatou Tatou 19: A Citywide 

Church Event: 11th May, 7pm 

in the Christchurch Town Hall 

 Informal Minister’s Catch-up & 

Prayer, Christchurch: 15 May 

 Sing for the World: 21 May, 

Knox, Christchurch 

 Presbytery Retreat: 23-25 June, 

in Hamner Springs. 

 Presbytery Gathering:  27-29 

September, St Paul’s Trinity 

Pacific, Christchurch 

Newsletter Items 

Details of events, or requests to be 

added to the distribution list, 

should be emailed to the office.  

Deadline for items for next week’s 

Newsletter: Thursday 9th May 
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Sing for the World—Tuesday 21 May, 7-9pm  
With John Bell, in the Knox Centre Hall, Christchurch. Cost: Koha 
Calling all church musicians and those who love to sing. Many of you will be familiar 
with the Wild Goose, Iona songs and hymns—here's an opportunity to sing with one 
of the sources. John Bell is a Resource Worker with The Iona Community, who 
lectures, preaches and conducts seminars across denominations around the world. 
He is a hymn writer, author and occasional broadcaster, but retains a primary passion 
for congregational song. John is based in Glasgow and works with his colleagues in 
the areas of music, worship and spirituality. The Iona Community is a dispersed,  
global, ecumenical Christian community of men and women who seek to live out the 
Gospel in a way that is inclusive and relevant to life in the 21st Century.  
The hospitality and educative work at the Iona Abbey, Isle of Iona, Scotland runs  
under their auspices.  
 

EcuAction 2019 Forum Series: Climate Change & a Faith Response 
Knox Church Centre, Cnr Bealey Ave & Victoria Street, Christchurch  
4 Thursdays in May, 5pm for 5.30 – 7pm (Refreshments at 5 pm)  
All Welcome. Koha to defray expenses please  

Presenters:  
 Climate Change & The Atmosphere: Richard McKenzie (May 9)  
 Climate Change & The Earth: Colin Meurk (May 16)  
 Climate Change & Capitalism: Charles Drace (May 23)  
 Climate Change & Water: Kathleen Gallagher (May 30)  

Each forum will also feature a respondent from a Faith tradition before the topic is 
opened up for “Questions, Answers & Comments”  

Organised by EcuAction, a Canterbury based Interfaith Network. Further info from: 
ecuactioncanterbury@gmail.com, or Marilyn 021 061 3940 or Mary 021 387 088  

Download poster here 
 

Moderator’s Letter to the National Christian Council of Sri Lanka 
Dear Rev Maxwell Doss, 

We were deeply saddened to learn of the Easter Sunday terror attacks that has left 
253 Sri Lankans dead and many more injured.  

Religiously motivated attacks touch each and every citizen of the world, for what 
could be more abhorrent than attacking people as they peacefully gather for  
worship? Thousands of kilometres away, New Zealand feels your country’s loss very 
keenly, following the 15 March attacks in which a terrorist attacked two Christchurch 
mosques killing 50 men, women and children.   

On behalf of the Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New Zealand, please accept our 
sincere and heartfelt condolences to the Christian community in Sri Lanka, and of 
course, to all of those who have lost family members and loved ones in the attacks. 

Please be assured that you are in our prayers at this time of great sadness. 

May this adversity help your resolve to remain strong in the Lord.  

May our faith strengthen our determination for the value for human life, freedom 
and justice. Our hope is in our Lord Jesus Christ. We stand together in the peace he 
promises, and we forgive in his crucifixion.  

May the Holy Spirit of God comfort your families and your nation.   

Yours in Christ, 

Rt Rev Fakaofo Kaio, Moderator, Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New Zealand 

(Download the letter here: Moderator’s letter to the head of the Sri Lanka Church) 
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Presbytery Contact Details 

Deputy Moderator 

Rev Dr Andrew Nicol  

andrew@stmargaretschurch.org.nz 

Executive Officer 

Rev Barry Ayers:   

barry@alpinepresbytery.org 

Presbytery Resource Minister  

Rev Dr Darryl Tempero: 

darryl@alpinepresbytery.org 

Resource Team Leader  

Abi Trevathan: 

abi@alpinepresbytery.org 

 

Other items can be sent to Gail 

Weaver, Office Support, at  

gail@alpinepresbytery.org  
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Other Newsletters 
 Bush Telegraph May 2019 
 WCRC eNews April 2019  
 

News from partner and other organisations 
 

Tatou Tatou 19/Together 19 

Important Update—Postponement  
Dear Friends, 
Yesterday we took the difficult decision to postpone the Together 19 event at the 
Town Hall on 11 May.  Given recent events, the tragedy of 15 March and even the 
attacks in Sri Lanka, there is a general reluctance to engage in an extra large scale 
public event.  The Churches Memorial Service in Latimer Square was the first of  
several large public events in Chch, and the timing of the Town Hall event is just not 
good.  The Town Hall management have graciously offered to postpone at no  
additional cost to us.   

All tickets bought will be fully refunded. Details to follow. 

At a meeting of pastors yesterday, there was a strong sense of unity and a desire to 
be together. We are going to take time to have conversations widely across the 
churches about what unity means and how a Town Hall event adds to this. 

Thank you for your encouragement and patience as we look to serve our city  
together as the Christian Church. 

Yours in Christ,  
Ken, Paul and Donald 
On behalf of Te Raranga 
 

From last week: 
 Sunday prayer for Sri Lanka  
 Moderator's Anzac Day Message 
 Pacific Islander’s Presbyterian Church, Newtown, Wellington: full time Minister 
 UCANZ Forum—17-20 October 
 New Presbytery Directory 
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Presbytery Directory 

Click here to  download the latest 
directory, dated April 2019 
 
Any amendments or corrections 
should be advised to Gail in the 
Presbytery Office, and these will 
show in the next printed version. 
(New  versions are uploaded 
about once a month.) 

Alpine Presbytery  
Strategic Framework  

Click here to download the  

Strategic Framework 

Dropbox link for documents mentioned in this newsletter: control & click,  or copy & paste the link to 

your browser: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/5k528skz4niqhgg/AABDjLatKUt2-C2reVHA6hVza?dl=0 

Share the News! 

Please share this Newsletter 

around your Parish, especially 

with members of Session/Parish 

Council and all office bearers.  

Forward the email, or print out 

copies for people to take and 

read. If anyone wants to go on 

the  distribution lists to receive 

the Newsletter directly, please 

forward their details to Gail in the 

Alpine Office: 

gail@alpinepresbytery.org 

https://www.presbyterian.org.nz/publications/bush-telegraph/2019/may-2019
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https://www.dropbox.com/s/armbevrdk3v3g1o/Alpine%20Presbytery%20Directory%20April%202019.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/3q8spya50h7p8e9/Alpine%20Presbytery%20Strategic%20Framework%20May%202015.pdf?dl=0
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