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Please note: there is no pdf version of the Newsletter this week or next, whilst Gail is on leave 

 

Alpine Presbytery Retreat 

Sunday 23 to Monday 24 June, with an optional programme on Tuesday 25 June  

Many felt that the March 15 Christchurch Mosque shootings evoked both compassionate solidarity and 

sober reflection on the tendency to distance 'the other'. As we dwelt a bit in the shadows we had to ask 

how we might be led into deeper discipleship. Indeed, how might Alpine Presbytery build character which 

commits itself, to tell the truth about ourselves and our context, resists the assumption of power, seeks 

God in the face of the stranger, and celebrates difference whilst appreciating the manner in which the new 

humanity in Christ relativizes all culture? 

 

These are big questions and no doubt require sustained attention. This retreat will be a precious 

opportunity to spend time with one another, find some rest, and explore what God might be saying to us 

individually and corporately as we dwell in the account of Peter and Cornelius found in Acts 10.  In Gal 3: 

26-29 (a lectionary reading for April 23) we are told that in God’s household there is a new humanity which 

supersedes human boundary markers. What will God do in us as we sit with the account of Peter meeting 

Cornelius…when God’s mission changes not only the world but the church. 

 

The Retreat this year will again be held at the Hanmer Springs Golf Club, with the Tuesday morning 

session being at the Anglican Church. 

 

Register by 17 June at https://forms.gle/mrXEggCpVkVbqMWi8, or on the Events page of the Presbytery 

website: https://alpinepresbytery.org/events/ 

 

The cut off date for shared accommodation has now passed, so you will need to make your own 

arrangements for accommodation, and links to some providers are below. 

 

Accommodation websites: 

Hanmer Holiday Homes; Alpine Holiday Homes; Bookabach; Booking.com; Airbnb  
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Christian Meditation – a new group 

Jesus often withdrew to places of stillness and solitude to re-orientate his life in God. Early Christians 

practiced mediation. Today this practice has often been ignored, yet passages like “be still and know that I 

am God” attract us. Spiritual teacher of our time Fr Thomas Keating said “silence is God’s language”. A 

new group is starting with the aim of learning and practicing the art of Christian Meditation.    

Christian Meditation is based on: stillness, silence and simplicity. The aim is to move closer to union with 

God by sitting quietly. To aid us in being still we are invited to repeat in silence the word “Maranatha” 

which means “come Lord”. We come in simplicity, not asking for anything, or seeking to tell God anything, 

just wanting to be open to God. We are leaving busyness and self-consciousness aside to let 

God transform us deep to deep. We’re not thinking about anything, spiritual or otherwise, just seeking to 

be in the presence of God and to be wholly present to God. Those who persevere will inevitably see the 

results in their lives, “the fruits of the spirit” (Galatians 5): love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, 

faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. 

  

Meditation does need to be regular, and it does require discipline. 

   

The new group will meet for the first time at St Martins Presbyterian Church, 43 St Martins Road, on 

Tuesday June 11th at 7pm. If you are interested come and see. The group is not for experts, but for 

people interested in exploring a form of prayer that is much needed in our time. Our aim is to meet weekly 

for those who can make it, but to also encourage a daily personal practice of mediation. 

  

For more information make contact with Dugald at dugaldwil@gmail.com or go to 

www.christianmeditationnz.org.nz &/or www.wccm.org  

 

 

Connect—National Youth Leader Conference  

This year Connect is being hosted by Te Aka Puaho and Presbyterian Youth Ministry at our national 

marae at Ohope, from 19th—21st July. PCANZ Moderator Right Rev Fakaofo Kaio will be in attendance, 

and sends his encouragement to join him there, and to take along the youn adults from your parish. 

 

The theme is Te Whakakotahitanga - Gathering as one people under Christ. Over the weekend, all of our 

many cultures will be honoured and celebrated. Our Church is blessed to be beautifully multicultural. Let 

us take this opportunity turn to one another and explore what it means to be the Church in Aotearoa. 

 

Please send those from your church who have a heart for youth ministry. We will truly experience the 

many blessing of our Lord during our time together. 

 

Our youth are not just the future of our Church, they are our Church now, so let us show them our belief in 

them by investing in them as our younger (than most of us!) leaders. 

 

Download the flyer here: Connect 2019 or see http://pym.org.nz/connect/ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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New Presbytery Role 

We are excited to announce that Clare Ayers has been contracted by Alpine Presbytery to be part of the 

newly-formed Presbytery Resource Team. She will work up to 32 hours per month. Clare will take on the 

leadership of the Mission Coaching team from Darryl Tempero who will focus on other areas of Presbytery 

resourcing. Clare will be responsible for the ongoing development of the Presbytery mission discernment 

process including strategic planning tools for congregations; training and support of Mission Coaches; and 

work closely with those involved in Parish Reviews to aid congregations in their future mission. 

Abi Trevathan will be your first point of contact for any resourcing need, and if it is in the mission and 

strategic planning area, Clare and our Mission Coaches will be available to support you. Any enquiries 

contact: 

abi@alpinepresbytery.org or darryl@alpinepresbyery.org 

Clare's contact is clare@alpinepresbytery.org or 021 217 1581 

 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Ordination / Appointment 

We invite all members of Presbytery to come along next Tuesday evening for a special service of 

ordination and appointment of Rev Jonathan Barb as Minister at Linwood Avenue Union Church. The 

service will be at 7.00pm with a brief meeting of Presbytery at 6.45pm. You will find the church complex 

on the corner of Linwood Ave & Tilford St in Christchurch (378 Linwood Ave). This is a Partner Church 

appointment so the Presbytery, the Methodist Synod and Christian Churches NZ will be represented at 

the service. If you cannot attend please note your apology with the Executive Officer of Presbytery and we 

do encourage you to send a message of support to Jonathan on this special occasion. A social time and 

refreshments will be shared after the service. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Studying Theology at the University of Otago  

The Theology Programme at the University of Otago offers many opportunities for the study of Theology, 

Church History, Ministry, Biblical Studies, and Pastoral Theology, both on-campus and to many students 

across Aotearoa New Zealand through its successful distance study programme. We are committed to 

serving Christian communities throughout the country. 

Semester 2 starts on July 8th and new enrolments are due by June 25th. For details of papers go 

to: https://www.otago.ac.nz/theology/study/papers/   or see the attached poster.  
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To enrol go to https://www.otago.ac.nz/study/enrolment/ 

_________________________________________________________________________________  

  

 

Newsletter Items 

We encourage you to send us details of any events in your area that you think may be of interest to 

others—both in the wider Presbytery and limited to your local area. This can include events 

organised by partner and linked organisations as well as from our own Parishes. 

Email Gail at gail@alpinepresbytery.org   

 

    

 

COMING UP:  

 

 

Blending Well Workshop: 15th June at 

Hope Presbyterian 

  

Presbytery Retreat: 23-25 June, in 

Hamner Springs. 

 

Presbytery Gathering:  27-29 

September, St Paul’s Trinity Pacific, 

Christchurch 

  

   

  

 

   

 

 

SHARE THE NEWS  

 

Please share this Newsletters around your 

Parish, especially with members of 

Session/Parish Council & all office 

bearers. Forward the email, or print out 

copies for people to take and read. 

Anyone wanting to go on the distribution 

lists to receive the Newsletter directly, 

please contact Gail in the Alpine Office:  

 gail@alpinepresbytery.org 

 

NEWSLETTER ITEMS  

 

Details of events, or requests to be added 

to the distribution list, should be emailed 

to the office. 

Deadline for items for next week's 

Newsletter is Thursday 13th June 

 

     

 

PRESBYTERY CONTACTS  

 

 

Executive Officer, Rev Barry Ayers: barry@alpinepresbytery.org  

 

Presbytery Resource Minister, Rev Dr Darryl Tempero: darryl@alpinepresbytery.org  

 

Resource Team Leader, Abi Trevathan: abi@alpinepresbytery.org  

 

Other items can be sent to Gail Weaver, Office Support, at gail@alpinepresbytery.org  
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PRESBYTERY DIRECTORY 

 
Click here to download the latest directory (dated April 2019). 

  

Any amendments or corrections should be advised to Gail in the Presbytery Office, and these will 

show in the next printed version. (New  versions are uploaded about once a month.) 

  

 

 

THE ALPINE PRESBYTERY STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK 

 
This can be downloaded here, or from the Alpine Presbytery website: alpinepresbytery.org 
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