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Presbytery Retreat  
A brief report on the Retreat held at Hanmer Springs, 23—25 June: 

Our Presbytery retreat this year was once again held in beautiful Hanmer Springs.  
Following from the lead of previous years we sought to make space to deepen our  
relationships, cultivate our culture and attend to God’s voice. Picking up on the theme 
of God’s presence in the darkness, we explored the fact that darkness can mean a lot 
of things, that God’s presence is with us in darkness as much as light, and that there 
may be some things that we can only perceive in such a space. These reflections 
flowed into extended dwelling on our posture, our power and our practices—in turn 
examined through the story of Peter and Cornelius. A key insight of that account in 
Acts 10 being that it reflects the conversion of the church as much as it does the  
extension of mission. We explored the very human reflex 
which pushes away those who are different and how  
hospitality in gospel terms actually means making room 
within ourselves—room which is characterised by God’s 
embrace. There was a sensitive and collaborative  
environment where many people led us in wisdom and 
discernment, a special part of which was an interpreted 
tongues message reminding us to continue to seek God 
and trust him for our future and a release of his Spirit, to 
work to continue to break down the walls that lead 
to exclusion and isolation and to remember his love and 
mercy towards all peoples. We give thanks for the blessing 
of this time and the sense of God’s work in the Spirit 
amidst us. 

 

Follow-up matters from last year's General Assembly (GA18) 

There are various matters from GA18 which all parishes have been asked to respond 
to. We will also address these matters at the September Gathering however this will 
lead to a Presbytery response and parishes are still requested to make their own  
responses. 

 Book of Order Changes: All presbyteries, Te Aka Puaho, and church councils are 
asked to vote on a number of proposed legislative changes. The results of votes, 
either in support of or against these changes, need to be returned to the Assembly 
Office by 10 December 2019.  
Download the paper, including voting form, here: Book of Order changes 
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Coming Up 

 Brave & Beautiful Girls dessert 

evening: 20th July, St Paul’s 

Trinity Pacific 

 Youth Service, 21 July, 6pm, at 

Hoon Hay Presbyterian Church  

 Headspace: The Landscape & 

Language of Trauma, 24 July, 

Cashmere Presbyterian 

 Towards Spiritual Health: 

5.30pm, Sunday 4 August, at 

Cashmere Presbyterian 

 Knox Café: Sunday 4 August, 

7pm, at Knox, Christchurch 

 Putea Misioni (Alpine Mission 

Fund) - next deadline for appli-

cations is 30 August 2019 

 Intentional Leadership Coach-

ing: 4 September, 9am-4pm, 

Cashmere Presbyterian 

 Presbytery Gathering:  27-29 

September, St Paul’s Trinity 

Pacific, Christchurch 
Above: Andrew Nicol;  

Left: participants 

reflecting on God 

being present in the 

darkness as well as 

the light 
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 Decisions of the Assembly & a matter for study: At GA18 a number of matters 
were referred for discussion. One of these related to the Accra Confession. Included 
in the papers “Decisions of the Assembly & a matter for study” is a study paper on 
this subject. Please take the time to read these. 

 Doctrine Core Group Report on End of Life Choice Bill: The Doctrine Core  
Reference Group’s report on the End of Life Choice Bill is now available to be  
referred, in revised form, to your church council and congregation for study, along 
with the decisions of the Assembly on this matter and also an accessible summary 
of the report. To assist, a series of questions has been included. Download here: 
Doctrine Core Group Report on End of Life Choice Bill 

 

Youth Service at Hoon Hay Presbyterian Church  
21 July, 6.00—7:30pm. The theme is ‘Who’s the boss? (exploring issues of authority). 
Supper to follow. All welcome 
 

Knox Cafe 
The next Knox Cafe will be on Sunday 4 August, 7pm in the Knox Lounge. Hugh Wilson 
will be speaking about his work in restoring native vegetation at Hinewai Reserve on 
Banks Peninsula. We hope to screen the short film "Fools and Dreamers"  about Hugh 
and his work. All welcome. Bring your own drinks and nibbles; tea and coffee  
provided. Koha to support the work at Hinewai welcomed.  
 

Warm Wednesday's 
Malvern Anglican and Malvern Co-operating Parish look forward to every Wednesday, 
when they get to bless Darfield High School students passing through on their way to 
school through the Trinity Church grounds. Since 12th of June, every Wednesday at 
Trinity Church, from 8:00 am to 8:30 am, students can pick up some Winter cheer. Hot 
Chocolate—served in a Bio-cup of course—with some added marshmallows, a swirl of 
condensed milk and some 
friendly banter with 
Church members bring a 
happy start to the day. 
Usually we serve 70 in the 
half hour or so. A great 
way to connect with our 
Darfield Community. We 
will start up next week and 
continue until the end of 
August. The milk has been 
generously gifted each 
week by the team at  
Fonterra. 
 

Congratulations! 
To Jonathan & Joc Barb and Emmy on the birth, on Friday 5th July, of Arlo Austin  
Giovanni Barb. We wish them all God's blessing as they settle in with a new member of 
their family! (Jonathan is Minister at Linwood Avenue Union Church in Christchurch) 
 

Hammer Springs Host 
Following on from our news last week, we are now in a position to seek a person (or 
persons) for: Alpine Presbytery Hanmer Springs Host 

Alpine Presbytery is looking for a person (or persons) to host an exciting new initiative 
forming a new style of Christian community in Hanmer Springs, and providing  
hospitality to locals and visitors to the region. 

This will include experimenting with different expressions of church, partnering with 
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Presbytery Directory 

Click here to  download the latest 

directory, dated July 2019 

Any amendments or corrections 

should be advised to Gail in the 

Presbytery Office, and these will 

show in the next printed version. 

(New versions are uploaded 

about once a month.) 

Alpine Presbytery  
Strategic Framework  

Click here to download the  

Strategic Framework 

Presbytery Contact Details 

Executive Officer 

Rev Barry Ayers:   

barry@alpinepresbytery.org 

Phone: 021 264 9677  

Presbytery Resource Minister  

Rev Dr Darryl Tempero: 

darryl@alpinepresbytery.org 

Phone: 027 556 0055  

Resource Team Leader  

Abi Trevathan: 

abi@alpinepresbytery.org 

Phone: 027 339 6006  

 

Other items can be sent to Gail 

Weaver, Office Support, at  

gail@alpinepresbytery.org  
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https://www.dropbox.com/s/w48yk7h6bxivc0y/alpine%20presbytery%20directory%20july%202019.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/3q8spya50h7p8e9/Alpine%20Presbytery%20Strategic%20Framework%20May%202015.pdf?dl=0
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others to serve the local community, hosting Presbytery gatherings, exploring the  
future use of the St Andrews church building and site, helping the Presbytery grow in 
our theology of the outdoors, and hosting accommodation for visitors. 

This is a 0.8 FTE position which includes some provision for housing, and it could be 
shared by more than one person with complimentary skills. We expect the Host to live 
in Hanmer Springs. The Host will be: highly relational, able to relate to all ages,  
cultures and demographics; hospitable and generous in character; able to facilitate 
spiritual conversations and activities; a strategic thinker and team player. They will 
also be able to help lead the next phase of the project developing the site. Building 
construction, and maintenance skills are an advantage. 

Applications are due by Monday 5th August. For further details including a role  
description, Contact Dan Spragg, dan@villagechurch.nz.  
 

Ministry Development Review Pilot 
This is an opportunity for ten to fifteen ministers to undertake their Ministry  
Development Review whilst being part of a Leadership Subcommittee sponsored pilot 
to develop, trial and evaluate a different, and a more beneficial approach to MDRs.    

The Pilot is being led by the Northern Presbytery.  The approach has been developed 
by the Very Rev Andrew Norton, which has utilised previous commentary on the  
provision of MDRs, relevant research, and being tested by twelve ministers, who 
ranged in age, culture, gender, ministry context and theological background. Clare 
Ayers and Cheryl Wright, two experienced MDR Reviewers, will be undertaking the 
reviews with the appointed Ministers in the Pilot.   

The new approach has been designed to be able to be conducted using technology 
and focuses primarily on the minister’s development. The cost will be the same as  
current MDRs; that is, $500.    

The reviews will be undertaken during August, September and October of this year 
(2019). If you have an MDR due during 2019, and have not as yet made arrangements 
with a reviewer, then please consider being part of this important pilot. Contact 
Northern Presbytery’s Executive Officer, Rod Watts, on (09) 522 2170, or 
clerk@northpres.org.nz for further information and to enrol in the pilot. 
 

Presbytery Strategic Direction 
As Presbytery, we are spending time discerning our strategic direction, which will lead 
us to writing a new version of the Strategic Framework to help chart our course for the 
next few years. The key aspect of this is us identifying together, what kind of  
Presbytery do we want to be in the future? 

As part of this process, Parish Councils have been asked to discuss some key questions 
together and give feedback.  If individuals would like to give feedback please complete 
this survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/9GZ3NVN by the end of August.  The 
data will be gathered and discussed at our Presbytery Gathering in 27-29 September in 
Christchurch.   

Contact Darryl Tempero, darryl@alpinepresbytery.org or 027 5560055 if  you wish to 
discuss this further. 
 

Alpine Presbytery Gathering 
Our next Presbytery-wide Gathering is scheduled for the weekend 27—29 September 
in Christchurch. Details of programme and registration will be coming soon. Could all 
Ministers and Presbytery Elders—and all others who may wish to attend—please keep 
this weekend available. The Gathering is expected to begin on the Friday afternoon 
and conclude after a service on the Sunday morning. Our national Moderator, Right 
Rev Fakaofo Kaio will be attending. 
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Share the News! 

Please share this Newsletter 

around your Parish, especially 

with members of Session/Parish 

Council and all office bearers.  

Forward the email, or print out 

copies for people to take and 

read. If anyone wants to go on 

the  distribution lists to receive 

the Newsletter directly, please 

forward their details to Gail in the 

Alpine Office: 

gail@alpinepresbytery.org 

mailto:dan@villagechurch.nz
mailto:clerk@northpres.org.nz
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/9GZ3NVN
mailto:darryl@alpinepresbytery.org
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Intentional Leadership Coaching 

This day workshop is being offered by the Presbytery on Wednesday 4th September, 
9am-4pm, at Cashmere Presbyterian Centre, 2 Macmillan Avenue Christchurch. 

Who is this for? All Ministers, Pastors, Priests, Church Staff, Church Leaders (Note: 
for Presbyterian Ministers this event qualifies as a Continuing Ministry Formation 
(CMF) event and can be covered by that budget from your parish (ref PCANZ Conditions 
of Service Manual 2.5.8.3)) 

Intentional Leadership is a practical process that prepares you to leverage the cyclical 
nature of dilemmas such as: How can we hold on to our best traditions and engage 
people through new ways of discipling? How can staff/clergy use their gifts to lead 
well and encourage lay leaders to use their gifts? How can we serve the needs of the 
world and serve the needs or our members? - while factoring in who you are, who 
you’re leading, where you are now where you want to go, and what obstacles unique 
to your situation might get in the way. 

Cost: $60pp (early bird fee) up to 4 August; $80pp from 4 August to Friday 30 August 

What to Bring? Bring your own Lunch. Tea and Coffee will be provided. Morning and 
Afternoon Teas will be provided 

Your workshop facilitator is Dr Jane Kise, author of Intentional Leadership and  
founder of Differentiated Coaching Associates. We are thrilled to have this  
opportunity to have Jane here and grateful that she is willing to give us this unique 
opportunity so we can continue to full our kete bag with helpful and relevant  
leadership tools. I encourage you to make this a priority for your on-going leadership 
development. 

Numbers will be limited in order to allow for maximum learning opportunities for 
those attending. 

Download more information here: Intentional Leadership Coaching.  
Register here: https://forms.gle/LnUKcLy5UxwvGD347 

If you have any questions, please write to clare@alpinepresbytery.org  
 

Other Newsletters: 
Bush Fire July 2019 
Charities Services Newsletter 
 

Presbytery Directory 
An updated Directory is available, and can be downloaded here: Alpine Presbytery Di-
rectory July 2019 
 

From last week: 
Access previous Newsletters here: www.alpinepresbytery.org/newsletters/  
 Alpine Presbytery Mission Fund - Putea Misioni 
 Good News Stories 
 Presbytery Office 
 Presbytery Retreat 
 Towards Spiritual Health—Sunday 4 August, 5.30 - 8.00pm,  
 WOF Training – PYM Need your help 
 Other Newsletters: 

  Presbyterian Church Property Trustees - News about staff changes 
  The Buzz—Newsletter from PYM 
  Vaughan Park Retreat Centre eNews 
  KidsFriendly July 2019 

 Resourced for Worship  

Dropbox link for documents mentioned in this newsletter: control & click, or copy & paste the link to 

your browser: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/5k528skz4niqhgg/AABDjLatKUt2-C2reVHA6hVza?dl=0 
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Newsletter Items 

Details of events, or requests to be 

added to the distribution list, 

should be emailed to the office.  

The deadline for items for next 

week’s Newsletter is Thursday 

25th July. 
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https://www.dropbox.com/s/w48yk7h6bxivc0y/alpine%20presbytery%20directory%20july%202019.pdf?dl=0
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