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Very Rev Andrew Norton 
This week we, the PCANZ, Alpine Presbytery, and many 
of us, have lost a great friend and mentor in Andrew 
Norton, who died at the Hospice at 5pm on Monday 9th 
September. All the family were, or had been, with him 
through the day. 

In the time since Alpine was formed Andrew has worked 
with the Presbytery on various occasions, which were 
always deeply profound occasions. He encouraged us to 
connect more deeply with our imaginations and our  
creativity and to find our way to expressing this, as we 
are each gifted to do. 

We will forever be grateful to Andrew for his quiet patience, his passion, and his  
accompanying us as we found our way into what it means to be a connected and  
caring ‘family’ of Presbyterians.   

Andrew had many close friends in the Presbytery and our thoughts and prayers are 
with these people as the relationships they have known are now forced to change 
shape and find new ways of being. In particular I ask that you hold Hamish Galloway in 
your prayers as he prepares to lead his dear friend Andrew’s funeral, so closely after 
saying goodbye to his own father. 

This prayer was included in the email sent from St Columba church. 

Gracious God 
We have such huge love and respect for Andrew 
We have anguished over this pain and suffering 
Yet, time and again ‘Andrew’ rose up to amaze and delight us afresh. 
We salute his courage, his wisdom, his deep faith and his generous love. 
We will never forget this man for he lives in our hearts. 
We release Him into Your loving care. 
Be warned, he will have bold ideas about how heaven could be better! 
I guess you already know that. 
Amen 

A note from Sue and the Norton family: 
Our mighty Totara has fallen into the arms of the Great I Am. 

Our beloved Andrew, a former senior minister of nearly 20 years and a recent  
moderator of the PCANZ, passed away at Totara Hospice, early last evening. 

Andrew was insistent that though he endured a long and painful illness he would  
proclaim, love wins! 

Many know him as a preacher, priest, prophet, photographer and poet, who  
embraced life, faith, family, friends and work with keen perception and vigorous  
passion but to us he is a much-loved Dad to Angela, Elliot, Hannah and Jon, Phoebe 

 

 
Alpine Presbytery Facebook page 

Newsletter 12th September 2019 

Coming Up 

• Presbytery Gathering:  27-29 

September, St Paul’s Trinity 

Pacific, Christchurch 

• Eastern Churches Together 

Sponsored Walk 29 September 

• 40th Birthday of Trinity Church, 

Darfield: 29th September 

• Plants 4U @ Rakaia: Saturday 

5th October 

• St Andrew’s, Blenheim, 50th 

Anniversary: 12 & 13 October 

• Code of Ethics Workshop: 23rd 

October 

• Financial Consolidation Road-

show: 4th -8th November 

Share the News! 

Please share this Newsletter 

around your Parish, especially 

with members of Session/Parish 

Council and all office bearers.  

Forward the email, or print out 

copies for people to take and 

read. If anyone wants to go on 

the  distribution lists to receive 

the Newsletter directly, please 

forward their details to Gail in the 

Alpine Office: 

gail@alpinepresbytery.org 

mailto:barry@alpinepresbytery.org
mailto:gail@alpinepresbytery.org
https://www.facebook.com/Alpine-Presbytery-1174600642554906/timeline/
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and Ryan, and Grandy to Charlie, Olive and Lucie. 

He leaves St Columba and the wider church with an amazing legacy. 

Knowing we wouldn’t reach our 40th wedding anniversary at Christmas, we renewed our marriage vows as part of a 
small gathering at our new home in Beachlands recently.   

May you know how very grateful we are for all of your expressions of love, care and prayer over the past months. 
Words can’t describe how thankful we are to have had him in our lives and how much he will be missed.   

A celebration of Andrew's life will be held at St Columba on Friday afternoon. 
 

Code of Ethics workshop 
The new revised PCANZ Code of Ethics is an important part of working in our churches and ministries. It is also part 
of the requirement of maintaining our ordained Ministers' Certificate of Good-Standing so attendance at an event at 
least every three years is essential. 

Our national Executive Officer, Rev Wayne Matheson, will be running a Code of Ethics workshop in Christchurch on 
Wednesday 23rd October (venue to be confirmed). Wayne will run two sessions (to give an option for attendees) at: 
➢ 1.30pm - 3.30pm (finish with a cuppa), and  
➢ 7.00pm - 9.00pm. (cuppa at 6.45pm) 

You can choose to come to either the afternoon or the evening session. No cost for attendees. Ministers, key leaders 
of ministries, elders and any other interested people are welcome to attend.  
Please register your attendance here: https://forms.gle/42XpTBqkPp9AVSAY8. 
 

Moderator of Alpine Presbytery 
Alpine Presbytery is seeking to nominate a new Presbytery Moderator who will help lead Presbytery forward. See 
the full Role Description and Nomination Form here. It is important that this information is taken into account when 
nominating someone to the position.  

Nominations can be made by parishes, sessions/parish councils or members of Presbytery, and should be sent to 
the Presbytery Office no later than Thursday 31st October 2019. Nominees are required to verify their willingness 
to accept a nomination. This verification can be completed by an electronic signature or supporting email, especially 
if the nominee is at a distance from the nominator. 

If more than one person is nominated then an election will be held by Presbytery. 
 

Special Last-Minute Offer for the Gathering! 
Presbytery Council has freed some resources to assist any Youth Leaders in our parishes to attend the coming  
Presbytery Gathering at the end of September. We would like to help Youth Leaders connect around our Presbytery 
and also discuss with them future support and resourcing. So... 

If there are any Youth Leaders out there who could attend the Gathering please get in touch with our Resource 
Team Leader, Abi Trevathan, as soon as possible to register for the Gathering. We will cover the registration 
(including meals) cost for Youth Leaders and also travel costs for those outside Christchurch. We would ask parishes 
to support with any accommodation costs where possible. 

We will have a special "hui" for Youth Leaders near the start of our Friday programme at the Gathering and then 
invite Youth Leaders to be involved in our programme which has the theme Caring for Creation - a very important 
theme for this day and age. 

We look forward to hearing from all Youth Leaders as soon as possible! (Note - where churches have more than one 
Youth Leader please invite them all to respond!). Contact Abi - abi@alpinepresbytery.org 
 

Alpine Presbytery Gathering: 27th to 29th September 2019 
Theme: Caring For God's Creation  
Venue: St Paul's Trinity Pacific Church Hall - 45 Fitzgerald Ave, Christchurch 
Time: registration from 2pm with welcome at 2.30pm on the Friday 

Note: there is a Pre-Gathering meeting with the Theological Education & Leadership Training PCANZ Review team —
the new version of the former KCML Review process—at the venue at 11.30am (includes lunch provided for 
attendees) to discuss future options. 
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More information on the Gathering, including details of the Speakers, is on our Presbytery website—https://
alpinepresbytery.org/events/  

Our Gathering is mainly about connecting & resourcing! This is a twice-per-year chance to meet people from 
around our Presbytery and experience key learning and connecting time together. Everyone is welcome! We  
especially want to see all ordained ministers & Presbytery Elders however a team from all parishes would be great! 
PCANZ Moderator Right Rev Fakaofo Kaio will also be attending. 

Download the programme here: (AP Gathering programme)  

Cost: Attendance fee is $15, plus cost of meals (Friday & Saturday evenings are $30 each; Saturday lunch $15). 
Please note that, while we have a cost for attending, the Presbytery also subsidises the cost of this event. 

Registration is now open—go to https://forms.gle/FdvRxDnojkqzqSPs5. Cut-off for registration is 20th September, 
but please register as soon as you can so that we can make arrangements for catering, etc. Please be aware that if 
you pull out of coming at the last minute there may still be a charge to cover catering arrangements. 

Papers for the meeting:  are available to view and download here: Papers for Presbytery Gathering 

Any questions please contact Gail at gail@alpinepresbytery.org or Barry at barry@alpinepresbytery.org 
 

Hoon Hay Presbyterian 60th Anniversary 
Hoon Hay Presbyterian Church celebrated its 60th anniversary on 8th September. 

A cake, video presentation and special morning tea marked the occasion. A 

number of founding and early members were present including the first Session 

Clerk, Mr Alan Simson, and Mrs Jean Grimson, who has lived in the area for 67 

years and been attending Hoon Hay from the start. Rev Sandra Wright-Taylor 

preached on John 6 (the loaves and fishes) and how God can do a great deal 

with what we see as little.  
 

 

 

New Ministry - Ellesmere Cooperating 
A crowd of people gathered at the Leeston Church in Ellesmere Cooperating Parish to welcome and induct Rev  
Willem van der Walt as their new minister last Thursday evening 5th September. The Rev Jill van der Geer (Acting 
Methodist Synod Superintendent) led the service along with our Executive Officer Rev Barry Ayers. Jill welcomed 
Willem and his wife Jené and their 6-month old son Samuel to NZ (from South Africa) and to the Ellesmere parish. 
Rev Anne Preston, who trained alongside Willem in South Africa 15 years ago, preached the sermon about the 

"doors" we encounter in life and how important it is to follow God's leading 
and guiding. 

Greetings were shared from 
church and community leaders. 
Our Presbytery looks forward to 
further contact with the Walt  
family in the time to come! 
 
 
Far left: Rev Willem van der Walt;  
Left: Rev van der Walt with Rev Jill van 
der Geer and Rev Barry Ayers 
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Above: Rev Sandra-Wright Taylor 

preaching at the anniversary service; 

Far left: The first Session Clerk, Mr Alan 

Simson, with Ministry Team Leader, Dr 

Michael Reid; 

Left: The anniversary cake. 
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https://alpinepresbytery.org/events/
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40th Birthday of Trinity Church Darfield 
Sunday 29th September. Church Service 9:30am to 10:30am (note Daylight Savings day starts) followed by a  
Celebratory Morning Tea. ALL WELCOME! 
 

PCANZ Safety Warrant of Fitness 
The online, video-based version of the PCANZ Safety Warrant of Fitness is ready for local churches to use. The video-
based WOF training can be done in a local church and can be facilitated by anyone in the church at any time the 
church chooses. All videos, manuals, facilitators guide and other information for the PCANZ Safety WOF training can 
be found here http://safetywof.org.nz 

Child Protection Officer Manuals: Included in the resources for the Safety WOF training online are manuals for both 
a Presbytery Child Protection Officer and a local Church Child Protection Officer. The manuals and a checklist which 
the manuals refer to can be downloaded here: Child Protection Documents 
 

St Luke’s Halswell Union Church  
Come and minister in the growing and developing suburb of Halswell, Christchurch in a church that is looking  
forward to it’s next season of ministry with a new leader!  And although this is a 0.5 role at the moment, there is an 
aspiration to make this full time in the future. 

We are looking for a Ministry person who:  
• Will help us achieve our mission – ‘to be a vibrant Christian worshipping community which is connected with  

wider Halswell’ 
• Leads inspiring worship, taking perhaps three services a month 
• Has a strong faith which they can share while nurturing faith in others 
• Is a good communicator able to build warm relationships with a wide range of people    
• Will lead and support outreach initiatives in the community 
• Will help continue our development of lay leadership  
• Is child friendly and energetic  
• Is positive and well organized 

And to a lesser extent, able to: 
• provide pastoral care and visiting  

We are open to: young or older; couple sharing ministry; non ordained; part time nationally ordained or an Intern.   

The church house (50 year old, 4 bedroom and study brick home – up to code) may be available or the church may 
rent a home in Halswell for the minister if it was considered a more suitable option. 

For a fuller picture and a full parish profile please email the MSB convener Rev. Marty Redhead at 
marty.redhead@hopechurch.net.nz  Applications in by the 31st October please.  
 

Calvin Community Church, Gore, are seeking a full-time Youth Director starting January 2020. Full details 

at www.calvin.org.nz 
 

Inter Church Bioethics Council 
The PCANZ is represented on the Inter Church Bioethics Council. This group has produced some high quality  
resources and made submissions on important legislation proposals, and we currently have a vacancy on this group. 

Ideally we would like to increase our diversity on this body - and so are specifically looking for suitably qualified and 
interested people from within our Maori and Pacifica communities who are members of the PCANZ. 

People who have an interest in and passion for developing bioethical concerns include biotechnological responses 
to climate change and use of digital technologies. We need people who can reflect theologically on the issues 
raised.   

To express interest in this opportunity please contact Wayne Matheson, Assembly Executive Secretary, at 
wayne@presbyterian.org.nz 
 

Financial Consolidation  
We are currently finalising details for the planned Alpine Presbytery Roadshow which will happen in our area  
between 4th & 8th November 2019. We plan to touch base with groups in Timaru, Ashburton, Christchurch, Kaikoura, 
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Blenheim, Nelson and Greymouth. Once we have confirmed dates, times and venues 
we will advise you. 

This is taken from the PCANZ website: 
Good News for parish treasurers! Change is coming that will make things easier.  
We are consolidating all parish and related entities financial accounts into General 
Assembly’s year-end financial statements. We’ll help you every step of the way!  

Why change?  
Consolidated financial accounts is a requirement for PCANZ under the Financial  
Reporting Act. We can’t afford to lose our charitable status!  
Don’t worry, consolidation does not change anything at all regarding stewardship of 
your parish resources and funds.   

How are things made easier?  
Consolidation equals:  
• Less compliance work for parishes and their treasurers  
• No individual annual returns for Presbyterian churches.  
• Completion of compliant year end accounts no longer required at a parish or  

presbytery level for Presbyterian churches  

When does this begin?  
 For 30 June 2019 - Kaimai Presbytery & Te Aka Puaho to include their financial  

information into General Assembly accounts.  
 For 30 June 2020 - all presbyteries & parishes consolidated.  

What support will be offered?  
We will work alongside you every stage. Sandra Kennerley PCANZ Finance Manager & 
expert Glen Williams, who completed consolidations for both the Anglican Church and 
Scouts New Zealand, alongside presbytery support will:   
• Visit presbyteries and parishes to provide ongoing support.  
• Provide helpful resources.  

How will we keep you updated?  
• Email updates to parish treasurers  
• Up to date information right here on our website   
• Treasurers’ Newsletter  
• Videos  
• Communications from your presbytery   

In addition, this Financial Consolidation FAQ information sheet from PCANZ may prove 
useful. 
 

Other Newsletters 
The Buzz—PYM Newsletter 
KidsFriendly enews 
 

From last week (view older Newsletters: www.alpinepresbytery.org/newsletters/) 

• Induction 
• Progressive sponsored walk: 29th September 
• Annual General Meeting of Presbyterian Church Property Trustees  
• Full time Chaplaincy position—Wellington Hospital  
• Strength to Strength—Raising Capable Kids  
• Other Newsletters 

Bush Telegraph 
Bush Fire September 2019 
Presbyterian Church Property Trustees - September Newsletter  
Charities Services Newsletter 

• Hewitson Library updates 
 
 

Dropbox link for documents mentioned in this newsletter: control & click, or copy & paste the link to 

your browser: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/5k528skz4niqhgg/AABDjLatKUt2-C2reVHA6hVza?dl=0 
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Presbytery Contact Details 

Executive Officer 

Rev Barry Ayers:   

barry@alpinepresbytery.org 

Phone: 021 264 9677  

Presbytery Resource Minister  

Rev Dr Darryl Tempero: 

darryl@alpinepresbytery.org 

Phone: 027 556 0055  

Resource Team Leader  

Abi Trevathan: 

abi@alpinepresbytery.org 

Phone: 027 339 6006  

Other items can be sent to Gail 

Weaver, Office Support, at  

gail@alpinepresbytery.org  

Presbytery Directory 

Click here to  download the latest 

directory, dated August 2019 

Any amendments or corrections 

should be advised to Gail in the 

Presbytery Office, and these will 

show in the next printed version. 

(New versions are uploaded about 

once a month.) 

Alpine Presbytery  
Strategic Framework  

Click here to download the  

Strategic Framework 

Newsletter Items 

Details of events, or requests to be 

added to the distribution list, 

should be emailed to the office.  

The deadline for items for next 

week’s Newsletter is Thursday 

19th September. 
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