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Presbytery Moderator’s Christmas Message 
The calendar and the carols are reminding me of just how close we are to another 
Christmas and year end. Like you, I’m guessing, this time of year is full of end of year 
functions, far too much food, sharing memories of a year of being alongside different 
people in different activities. Most of us are tired and ready for a break, yet also  
excited at the prospect of families gathering and far too much food (again!). It’s  
interesting how we mark our significant times with far too much food. 

The end of the year needs to be marked though. It’s important to take time to reflect 
on the year that has been – the highs and the lows. For Martin and I, the highs were all 
about our time in Europe, walking the Camino, being at Cambridge (courtesy of the 
Cheshunt Foundation) and then making our way around different parts of Europe. The 
only low in all of that was the news from home on March 15. We awoke that day on 
our first rest day on the Camino to phone calls from our kids which were unbelievable. 
It took the next couple of weeks to really take in the enormity of that frightful day. 
Two weeks on we were able to live-stream the national memorial service from Hagley 
Park where some great and wise words were shared, and we walked on the next day 
somewhat freed from the pain that had tied us back here. I am enormously grateful to 
Rev Dr Andrew Nicol for leading the Presbytery through that horrific time, so ably and 
caringly.   

On this other side of that day I have looked for signs that some lessons were learned 
about difference and how we handle it. I would love to be hearing less of the language 
of ‘they’ and ‘them’ and more of ‘us’ and ‘we’. I know it has, and is, happening. I sense 
the growing awareness of the many ways in which we treat ‘others’ as those to be 
feared or as lesser than us. Some of these old ways are so deeply ingrained and 
change is slow, but I am inspired by many of our younger people who seem to  
embrace difference so ably. At a recent Heads of Churches meeting we spent some 
time considering how we attend to difference and how we can be better at this, 
whether it be around race, gender, sexual identities, age etc. As Christians, our call is 
to see all people as God does, as perfectly made. To look for the good in all and to  
celebrate this before we zero in on what is not so good.  I hope this Christmas is a time 
when we can reflect on how we are going with this and how we might manage even 
better next year.   

There have been highs and lows within our Presbyterian family too. It is not so easy 
being church in these times. When things come at us and it gets tough, relationships 
can be the first place to feel, or express, the strain. I am constantly in awe of the  
privilege it is to be in ministry among so many great people, each of whom has a story 
to tell. It is a privilege too, to work among so many able colleagues who are so  
dedicated to our life together in Christ. To those for whom this has not been an easy 
year, can I encourage you to look for the learnings among the pain, to see the many 
and varied ways that you are being led to know yourselves better and be strengthened 
to be in a better place to serve God and others.   
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Coming Up 

• Mission Fund and  Presbytery 

Grants applications closing 

dates: 28 February 

• Induction of Rev Charissa Nicol 

as Chaplain at Rangi Ruru: 17 

February 

• Induction of Rev Dennis Flett to 

Hope Church: 15 March 

• Presbytery Gathering: 27—29 

March, Ashburton 

Newsletter Items 

Details of events, or requests to be 

added to the distribution list, 

should be emailed to Gail Weaver 

at gail@alpinepresbytery.org   

This is the final Newsletter for next 

year. The first Newsletter for 2020 

will be 16th January, and that is 

also the cut-off date for sending 

items through for inclusion. 
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My Christmas wish is that we find ways in the coming year to be more honest with ourselves and with one another, 
more loving with ourselves and with one another and more kind with ourselves and with one another. Let’s work to 
give one another the benefit of the doubt, and act graciously toward one another, remembering that we are all doing 
our best, with what we have, to further the work of the kingdom. 

God Bless, 

Rev Anne Stewart (Alpine Presbytery Moderator) 
 

Message from the Moderator on the Samoa measles epidemic  
Samoa, our neighbour in strife  
The measles outbreak in the beautiful islands of Samoa has rocked and shaken this pristine paradise to its very core. 
The lives of so many lost so harshly - especially the lives of little infants, so fragile, so beloved.  

New Zealand has once more responded magnificently to a Pacific neighbour in need of assistance. Both financially and 
with resources, medicines, and most vitally, experts in the health sector. It is gracious and impressive, an  
overwhelming response. I am touched and very honoured to be called a Kiwi. We are all part of our nation’s response.  

Whatever you can do, give or offer to help the people of Samoa know that it is appreciated. You make all the  
difference by being involved, participating and assisting those in need.  

Please offer your prayers to all those affected by the measles epidemic – those who have lost their lives, those who 
are sick, families and friends who grieve, health care workers who are doing all they can, and for all who have been 
touched by this terrible disease.  

Bless you and your loved ones at this Advent Season. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. We serve and live as  
followers and people of Christ. The baby of Bethlehem gives us all hope, faith and love.  

Blessings,  
Right Rev Fakaofo Kaio  
Moderator of the Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New Zealand  
 

Newsletter 
This week will be our final Newsletter for 2019. Thank you to everyone for your contributions this year! We look  
forward to more good news stories and resourcing information in 2020 to keep everyone informed and to assist us 
all in God's Mission! [Special thanks to Gail for editing and sending out this e-Newsletter every week!] 

Our first Newsletter for the New Year will head your way on Thursday 16th January so any contributions to 
gail@alpinepresbytery.org by Wednesday 15th January please. 
 

Staff/Resource Team 
While the Newsletter will not be issued between 19th December and 16th January, some of our Staff will be available 
over that time. 
• Barry (EO) will be on leave from 25th December to 5th January and back at work on 6th January. 
• Gail will be on leave from 20th December and back on 6th January. 
• Darryl will be around through till 6th January then back on 20th January. 
• Abi (Resource Team Leader) will be on leave from 20th December and back on 6th January. 

For urgent matters please contact our Moderator, Rev Anne Stewart (021 032 3329) or Barry Ayers (021 264 9677). 
 

Parental Leave 
Abi Trevathan is heading off on parental leave after 23rd January 2020 for approx 6 months as she and Isaac and  
family await the birth of their third child. We do wish them God's blessing as they prepare for this special time ahead. 

The Presbytery Resource Team will re-group over that time and in various ways absorb Abi's work while she is on 
leave. We will be in touch in the New Year to let you know about how that change will work through. Rest assured, all 
of Abi's work will continue through the Team as we engage in the year ahead. 
 

Mission Fund 
An early heads-up that the first round of applications to the Alpine Mission Fund will close on Friday 28th February 
2020. There will be four closing dates during 2020 so please ensure that you file any applications in time for  
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consideration. Further information can be obtained from our Presbytery website (alpinepresbytery.org) or by  
contacting Barry Ayers. 
 

Presbytery Grants 
The first round of applications for general Presbytery Grants close on Friday 28th February 2020. Please remember 
that there are only two application rounds for these grants (the second in August) per year so it would be prudent to 
be aware of any project applications as early as possible. Further information on our website or from Barry Ayers. 
 

Update from the O'Hagans  
We are please to share with you that Brendan O'Hagan has accepted a full time Chaplaincy position at Palmerston 
North Hospital, starting 21st January 2020. 

The Chaplaincy role will be split 50% in the General Hospital and 50% in the Mental Health Unit, and Brendan says 
that “it is going to be a challenge and a privilege to be present with people in their times of distress and also to  
support the staff as they care for others.” 

We wish Brendan and his family all the best as they prepare for this next chapter in his Ministry.  
 

Inductions 
We are aware of and are planning for some Minister Inductions in the first part of 2020 so please keep your eye on 
the Newsletters in January/February. On our 'radar' at present are: 
• Rev Martin Harrison at St Paul's Kaikoura - To be confirmed for a Thursday evening in February 
• Rev Charissa Nicol as Chaplain for Rangi Ruru Girls' School on Monday 17 February at 1.45pm (Please Note: due to 

capacity issues in the Chapel this will be a restricted event. If you would like to inquire about attending please  
contact Gail or Barry) 

• Rev Dennis Flett as Senior Minister of Hope Church on Sunday 15 March at a combined Hope Church Service at the 
Lincoln Events Centre. 

[Please note - these are the details we have at present for these inductions but do please keep an eye on our New 
Year Newsletter in case details change and for updates on these special occasions]. 
 

Alpine Presbytery Gathering - March 27th to 29th Ashburton 
A reminder that this important event now needs to be in your diary for next year. This will be our one 2020  
Resourcing & Business Gathering for the whole Presbytery (as General Assembly will be in October 2020). We will be 
meeting at St David's Union Church, Ashburton beginning on the Friday afternoon around 2.30pm and concluding 
after church on the Sunday morning. You might want to secure accommodation now. More information will be  
coming out in the New Year. 
 

General Assembly 2020 
We will be sharing more information into the New Year. Next year's Assembly will be held at Lindisfarne College in the 
Hawkes Bay. A certain number of Ministers and  Elders will be invited to attend. This is a biennial event for our  
national PCANZ. The Rev Hamish Galloway will become Moderator of the PCANZ at next year's Assembly. We wish 
him well as he prepares for this appointment!  

Any churches who may wish to bring special matters to the Assembly will be invited to raise those with Presbytery 
early in the New Year. Please contact our Barry Ayers for further information about this. 
 

Presbytery Council 
The Council has met 10 times during 2019 and worked hard on a number of matters. Similarly the Committees of  
Presbytery have worked steadily and processed a number of matters brought to their attention. During the year and 
over the Summer some matters have also been resolved by electronic means when meeting face-to-face has not been 
possible or some matters have needed attention at short notice.  

The next meeting of Presbytery Council will be a full-day meeting on Thursday 23rd January. 
 

Hope Youth Team Leader Roles 
Hope has a strong history of youth work in the Selwyn community. As a result of a structural review, Hope Youth is 
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seeking to appoint two team leaders to oversee youth and young adult’s ministry:  

Youth & Young Adults Pastor, Community Focus—The focus of this role is in the  
development of the community facing youth and young adults’ communities. 
Youth & Young Adults Pastor, Church Focus—The focus of this particular role is the 
development of the church youth and young adults’ communities. 

Each role would be 30 hours per week, but depending on the availability, skills and 
interests of applicants, these roles could look different or be supplemented by either a 
24-7 role or school chaplaincy up to full-time roles. Job Descriptions for these two 
roles can be found here: www.hopechurch.net.nz/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/
Rolleston-Youth-Pastor-JDs.pdf  

Hope Youth are also recruiting for two 24/7 Youth Workers at Rolleston School, and 
two 24/7 Youth Workers at Rolleston College. These are 10 hour per week positions 
employed through the Hope Youth Trust commencing in late January 2020. The job 
description for these positions can be viewed here: www.hopechurch.net.nz/wp-
content/uploads/2019/12/24_7-Youthwork-Job-Description-in-Rolleston-School-_-
College.pdf  
 

ICHC Hospital Chaplaincy Vacancies 
The Interchurch Council for Hospital Chaplaincy (ICHC) comprises a broad composition 
of Churches. We are committed to promoting, maintaining and developing, relevant, 
flexible, and competent Chaplaincy services within the Aotearoa New Zealand 
healthcare environment. The primary purpose of our ministry is to foster good health 
through excellence in pastoral care. Our Chaplains stand alongside other healthcare 
professionals in the hospital setting. We are committed to the principles of  
partnership expressed in the Treaty of Waitangi. Spiritual care and support is provided 
by Christian Chaplains in the most appropriate way for all healthcare clients,  
regardless of religious denomination, faith-orientation, beliefs, ethnicity, gender, or 
sexual orientation. Clients are at liberty to access the spiritual care of their choice. Our 
Chaplains’ role is to coordinate that process. 

There are currently several vacancies throughout the country, full details of which can 
be found on their website: https://www.ichc.org.nz/blog  
  

Signposts on the Way: theological reflections on the practice of ministry  
Graeme Ferguson has written a theological reflection on the practice of ministry as he 
experienced it from the mid 60's to 2000. The book costs $40, and is due for release at 
the end of this month.  

The book features the mission priorities of ministry in the inner city as encountered 
first in Wellington in the formation of the inner city ministry with St Peters and Wesley 
and the theological issues which arose at that time. Then it deals with shaping  
theological education in Australia within the Uniting Church together with the theolog-
ical structuring of contextual theology. The third section is a sustained reflection on 
priorities for ministry in St Davids Auckland in the 1990s. 

More information available, including an order form, on this flyer: Signposts on the 
Way 

 

From last week  
(view older Newsletters: www.alpinepresbytery.org/newsletters/) 
• Alpine Presbytery Executive Officer Vacancy 
• Community Christmas at Linwood Avenue Union Church 
• Te Waiora Retreat House Hosts—visit www.tewaiorahouse.org.nz 

Dropbox link for documents mentioned in this newsletter: control & click, or copy & paste the link to 

your browser: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/5k528skz4niqhgg/AABDjLatKUt2-C2reVHA6hVza?dl=0 
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Share the News! 

Please share this Newsletter 

around your Parish, especially 

with members of Session/Parish 

Council and all office bearers.  

Forward the email, or print out 

copies for people to take and 

read. If anyone wants to go on 

the  distribution lists to receive 

the Newsletter directly, please 

forward their details to Gail in the 

Alpine Office: 

gail@alpinepresbytery.org 

Presbytery Directory 

Click here to  download the latest 

directory, dated November 2019 

Any amendments or corrections 

should be advised to Gail in the 

Presbytery Office, and these will 

show in the next printed version. 

(New versions are uploaded about 

once a month.) 

Alpine Presbytery  
Strategic Framework  

Click here to download the  

Strategic Framework 

Presbytery Contact Details 

Executive Officer 

Rev Barry Ayers:   

barry@alpinepresbytery.org 

Phone: 021 264 9677  

Presbytery Resource Minister  

Rev Dr Darryl Tempero: 

darryl@alpinepresbytery.org 

Phone: 027 556 0055  

Resource Team Leader  

Abi Trevathan: 

abi@alpinepresbytery.org 

Phone: 027 339 6006  

Other items can be sent to Gail 

Weaver, Office Support, at  

gail@alpinepresbytery.org  
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