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New Executive Officer 
The Alpine Presbytery Council is pleased to announce  
officially that our new Executive Officer to succeed Barry will 
be the Rev Martin Stewart. Martin is currently on the  
ministry team at The Village in Christchurch. He will take up 
this role in July after our current EO retires. 

Martin brings a wealth of experience to this role. His  
significant involvement in parish ministry along with  
experience in the regional and national church will be a  
valuable resource for us all. Along with the Presbytery Council, other Staff members 
and all who serve the Presbytery through various committees and work-groups,  
Martin will add valuable support and resource to our ability to continue to grow and 
thrive as a Presbytery in these days of challenge and opportunity. 

We look forward to Martin's involvement with us and we wish him every blessing as 
he prepares to enter this new phase of his service for our regional church. 
 

Presbytery Gathering - Postponed 
We are disappointed to have postponed the coming Presbytery Gathering (27th - 29th 
March) however, in light of the increasing concerns around the developing pandemic 
in NZ our Presbytery Council discerned that this was a wise move. 

In making this decision, however, we realise that for some of you it is a disruptive  
decision i.e. some of you will have already made travel and  
accommodation arrangements. We trust that you are able to cancel these and, in the 
case of flights, possibly negotiate an open ticket for future use or voucher if possible if 
refunds are not available. Please contact Presbytery if you have any concerns around 
this matter. 

At this time we have no definite date for a rescheduled Presbytery Gathering. We, 
along with everyone else, will need to monitor the situation as time goes by. When we 
are more certain on a return to a safer environment we will make plans for the event. 
It may be in the second half of 2020 but we will see how things develop. 
 

Practical Advice around Covid19 
There is a lot of advice out there about Covid 19 and ways of dealing with it. For the 
latest updates on the situation, visit the Ministry of Health website: https://
www.health.govt.nz/our-work/diseases-and-conditions/covid-19-novel-coronavirus,  

We encourage our parishes to look at practical ways of dealing with the situation,  
including creating a safe and healthy environment in our faith communities, and  
looking at opportunities to safely assist people who need it. 

People in isolation will need shopping done: could churches organize community 
working bees (outdoors and keeping safe distances) for people out of work,  
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Coming Up 

• Science and Christianity—

Sunday 29th March, in Akaroa 

• Induction of Rev Martin  

Harrison to Kaikoura: 18 April 

Presbytery Directory 

Click here to  download the latest 

directory, dated January 2020 

Any amendments or corrections 

should be advised to Gail in the 

Presbytery Office. 
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Strategic Framework  
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establishing phoning networks.... what ideas are out there let’s share them. 

We value our community gathering for worship and the opportunity it provides for community connection.  While we 
currently have no reported community transmission of Covid 19 we believe worship should continue for gatherings 
less than 100 people (present Govt directive as at 19th March 2020). However we believe it is prudent to take sensible 
precautions and some suggestions are given below.  

Limiting the Spread: 
• It is vital that people who feel even slightly unwell do not attend worship and put others at risk. This key message 

needs to be clearly communicated to all worshippers.   
• If you are able to obtain any(!) we also recommend hand sanitisers be provided upon entry to the worship space 

and all arrivals utilise this. People on duty to welcome worshipers should ensure door handles are regularly 
cleaned. 

• Hand shaking should be discouraged and other forms of greeting used. It can be a fun thing to experiment with 
foot touching, elbow touching, or some other form of non touching greeting.  

• Offerings should not be collected by passing around a receptacle. Offering bags could be replaced with a receptacle 
as you enter or leave, and it could be an opportunity to encourage Automatic Payments. Offer to help set these up 
and acknowledge those who use this system in your offering prayers.   

• Communion should be individually served by a Server and not passed from person to person. Use individual cups 
and tongs to distribute bread. Ensure preparation is hygienically carried out.   

• You may wish to increase seating distances. Social distance guidelines: 1-2metres apart. 
• Cups of tea/coffee after worship are an important time to encourage interaction. While there is no confirmed  

community transmission we believe this practice should continue, but with extra care to limit physical contact and 
common contact with any surface. Servers should have washed hands before undertaking their duty.   

• It is appropriate that protocols for cleaning of church plant be reviewed e.g. all surfaces that are touched or  
potentially sneezed/coughed on will require wiping after each gathering of people. 

Keeping records: 
Because we may need to trace who has been in contact with who, records of those attending any meetings are vital. 
For worship events, can we suggest that you take a photo of people from the front of the worship space so you can 
identify who was sitting beside, in front of and behind, everyone. 

The future: 
It is likely that restrictions will be further tightened and that we may have to cease worship for extended periods of 
time. Options of sharing messages electronically need to be explored now.  

Some churches are already starting to consider the possibility of live streaming services. If your parish is either  
currently or planning to do this, please let us know—both Presbytery and the National Church would like to hold a  
record of these so we can refer folk to these. Similarly, if you have practical suggestions on how such streaming can 
easily be achieved, please let us know. 

Pastoral Care: 
Let churches be known for their care of others. Our connection with each other will be vital in getting through this 
long term crises. Small groups of people who know one another will continue to offer hope and support. Remember 
also the importance of prayer and our connection with God. 

Do what you can to increase your awareness of those in the wider community who may be in isolation or quarantine 
and need support with shopping/meals/phone/email contact etc.  

As an example remember the Christians of the early church… 
“Famine and war had recently afflicted the city of Caesarea, so when the plague hit in the early fourth-century, the 
populace was already weakened and unable to withstand this additional blow. The populace began fleeing the city, 
one of the larger ones of the Roman Empire, for safety in the countryside. However, in the midst of the fleeing  
inhabitants, at least one group was staying behind, the Christians. As bishop of the city and a historian of the early 
church, Eusebius, recorded that during the plague,  
All day long some of them [the Christians] tended to the dying and to their burial, countless numbers with no one to 
care for them. Others gathered together from all parts of the city a multitude of those withered from famine and  
distributed bread to them all.” 

If you have any particular concerns, you can contact our Moderator, Executive Officer, or your nearest member of 
Presbytery Council (contact details at the end of this newsletter). 
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Celebrating a new phase  
A large combined congregation of Hope Church gathered at the Lincoln Events Centre last Sunday to welcome and 
induct their new Senior Minister Rev Dennis Flett. Dennis' recent parish ministry was at Waitare in Central Presbytery. 
He was warmly welcomed as he was inducted by our Moderator, Rev Anne Stewart.  

Rev Hamish Galloway preached at the service and was informally farewelled at his 
last combined service. A formal farewell will be held in early April.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Photos: Rev Dennis Flett was presented 
with some symbols of Canterbury and 
the South Island; Rev Anne Stewart 
with Dennis. 

 

Moderator-Designate nominations 
Parish Councils are reminded that the cut-off date for sending nominations for the National Moderator-Designate to 
Presbytery is 9th April.  

Information regarding the processes for nominations has been sent to parishes, but can also be downloaded here. 
You are reminded that all nominations must be accompanied by: 
a) A 150 word statement about the nominee’s wider church experience, leadership skills and suitability for the role. 
b) The nominee’s signed permission for their name to be forwarded. 
 

Science and Christianity—Sunday 29th March   
Science and Christianity are often seen to be in opposition to each other, but are held by many scientists to be  
complementary ways of seeking truth. The Combined Church of Akaroa, Banks Peninsula is holding a public forum to 
discuss these ideas on Sunday 29th March  11am – 12.30 in Trinity Church Hall, Akaroa. The forum starts after the 
9.30am morning service and morning tea. 

The main speakers in this discussion will be scientists Steve Chambers and Brian Butterfield. Steve Chambers is a  
professor at the University of Otago, Christchurch, Medical Director of the Pacific Leprosy Foundation and a leader in 
research on leprosy and its impact. Brian Butterfield is an Emeritus Professor of Biological Science and former Head of 
Plant and Microbial Sciences at the University of Canterbury. 

The forum is part of the series held on 5th Sundays, when the Combined Church invites the local community to join 
them to discuss contemporary issues. Previous forums have discussed: concepts of God in the 21st Century; current 
end-of life legislation; church unity; income inequality in NZ. Contributions from the audience are welcomed.  
 

Pastoral message from the Moderator about the Coronavirus  
As fears mount about the impact of Coronavirus (Covid-19), I wanted to reach out to all within our Church.  

We are concerned about how Covid-19 will affect us, our families, our churches and our communities. For many of us, 
there is added stress that our livelihoods are at risk, as measures to contain Covid-19 impact our jobs.  

I urge you not to panic. The New Zealand government response to Coronavirus has been swift and comprehensive and 
is helping to minimise the impact on Kiwi families. But, these are indeed difficult times, and it is at exactly these times 
that our faith becomes even more important. I look to Jesus’ words for comfort: “Let not your heart be troubled,  
neither let it be afraid” (John 14:27).  

While many things have been cancelled by the Coronavirus, love has not, and I urge you to take all practical steps to 
care for yourself and others. (See the Church’s Coronavirus resource for advice about actions to take at church.) 

Please respond to the call to introduce measures into your daily life – not shaking hands, keeping personal distance, 
limiting travel – to slow the spread of the virus.  
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Faith communities typically come together in times like these, and while most of our 
congregations (those under 500 people) can still gather, there may come a time when 
this isn’t possible. If this was to occur, I remind you that you are not alone – God is 
with always with us: “This is my command — be strong and courageous! Do not be 
afraid or discouraged. For the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” (Joshua 
1:9) 

We are in this together – as Kiwis, as Christians and as communities, and I ask that you 
keep in your prayers the sick, all the medical professionals and others working hard to 
help keep Kiwis safe. 

Rt Rev Fakaofo Kaio, Moderator, Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New Zealand 
 

Council of Assembly News  
View the Council of Assembly news here: 
November 2019 
March 2020 

 

News from partner and other organisations 

 

New journal table-of-contents - Hewitson Library 
Here are the contents pages from the most recent issues of: 
Art and Christianity, Issue 101, Spring 2020 
Sojourners, Vol 49 No 3, March 2020 

Email hewitson@prcknox.org.nz if you would like copies of any of the articles scanned 
and sent to you. 
 

New Presbyterian Research Centre Archives website 
The new website is now ready to be used online, you can find it at: 
https://pcanzarchives.recollect.co.nz  

 

From last week 

• Inductions 
• Council of Assembly advice on COVID-19 virus  
• KCML message concerning staff change 
• ICHC Hospital Chaplaincy Vacancies 
 
Presbytery Contacts: 
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Share the News! 

Please share this Newsletter 

around your Parish, especially 

with members of Session/Parish 

Council and all office bearers.  

Forward the email, or print out 

copies for people to take and 

read. If anyone wants to go on 

the  distribution lists to receive 

the Newsletter directly, please 

forward their details to Gail in the 

Alpine Office: 

gail@alpinepresbytery.org 

Dropbox link for documents mentioned in this newsletter: control & click, or copy & paste the link to 

your browser: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/5k528skz4niqhgg/AABDjLatKUt2-C2reVHA6hVza?dl=0 

Newsletter Items 

Details of events, or requests to 

be added to the distribution list, 

should be emailed to 

gail@alpinepresbytery.org   

Cut-off for items for inclusion in 

next week’s Newsletter is  

Thursday 26th March 

Presbytery Contact Details 

Executive Officer 

Rev Barry Ayers:   

barry@alpinepresbytery.org 

Phone: 021 264 9677  

Presbytery Resource Minister  

Rev Dr Darryl Tempero: 

darryl@alpinepresbytery.org 

Phone: 027 556 0055  

Other items can be sent to Gail 

Weaver, Office Support, at  

gail@alpinepresbytery.org  

Presbytery Moderator:   

 Rev. Anne Stewart 021 032 3329 anne@villagechurch.nz 

Executive Officer:   

 Rev. Barry Ayers 021 264 9677 barry@alpinepresbytery.org 

Other Council Members:   

 Christine Arnold 027 746 7425 christine.arnold@xtra.co.nz 

 Maureen Bishop  Maureenbishop106@gmail.com 

 Rev. Phyll Harris 027 352 7886 lincolnminister@gmail.com 

 Lyn Heine 021 259 8150 david_heine@xtra.co.nz 

 Ann McMillan 027 325 0397 galatos.mcmillan@gmail.com 

 Rev. Dr. Andrew Nicol 027 919 2191 andrew@stmargaretschurch.org.nz 

 Rev. Jon Parkes 027 411 9396 jon@whakatupres.co.nz 

 Rev. Brent Richardson 027 422 1892 brent@timarupres.org.nz 

 Rev. Dugald Wilson 021 161 7007 dugaldwil@gmail.com 
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