
 

Newsletter 17th September 2020 
Moderator's Musings 
Kia ora kotou katoa Alpine people! 
e hiahia ana ahau! (I wish you well!) 

As I start into this new role I am very mindful of the legacy of our first two Alpine  
Moderators - David Coster and Anne Stewart. I want to repeat my appreciation to them 
both as we recall how they have served us. Manaaki te atua! (God's blessings!) 

It was great to share in the recent Presbytery Gathering. There was a good 'vibe' as we 
worshiped, prayed, shared and listened together and as the Spirit inspired and  
encouraged us all. I trust that we will continue to connect well across our large and 
beautiful region in the time to come. I am particularly looking forward to more input 
from Donald Scott as he prepares to facilitate our Presbytery Retreat next month. This 
will be, in my mind, a 'must-attend' event for as many as possible! 

In the time to come we will, as I mentioned at the Gathering, have special events to 
attend to—ordinations, commissionings, etc. My encouragement and challenge to you 
all is to see what we do as Presbytery together as part of the "we" (not they) of our life 
together. Our developing culture is about being connected. We don't all have to look, 
feel, think, believe the same. But we are called to be "we" (not us & them) as we find 
ways to work with God and each other to live out the good news of the living Jesus in 
our perplexing society. Have another look at John 10:10 (which I referred to at the 
Gathering) - what does that mean for us as we seek and express the life of Jesus among 
and around us? 

I look forward to catching up in the time ahead and hearing from you how you are  
going and how God is at work in your midst. 

Kia kaha Alpine! Barry 
 

Presbytery Gathering 
A full report on the Gathering is at the end of this Newsletter. 

Some people have asked for a copy the devotion that Rev Barry Ayers shared at the 
Gathering, and that can be accessed here: Devotions September 2020 Gathering 

Some of the sessions were live streamed, and can still be accessed from YouTube here: 
➢ Gathering Opening, Friday - 3.30pm https://youtu.be/UBqSnrucLRY  
➢ Saturday Service - 9am https://youtu.be/crHVDjO426g  
➢ Donald Scott, Saturday Morning - 11am https://youtu.be/jxFdddspTag  

The Property & Finance Report to the Gathering can be downloaded here: Property & 
Finance Report 
 

Presbytery Retreat—11 & 12th October 2020 
Theme: Tending my Vineyard Within—Pastor Donald Scott 
In the Song of Songs the Shulamite says that her brothers had ‘appointed me guardian 
of their ministry vineyards, yet I’ve not tended my vineyard within.’  Song of Songs 1:6 
(from the Passion Translation). 

 

 
Alpine Presbytery Facebook page 

COMING UP 

Plants 4U @ Rakaia: Saturday 

3rd October  

Annual Spring Fair: 10 October, 

John Knox Centre, Rangiora 

Holding on & Letting go:  

Spiritual Recovery: 11 October, 

The Village Community Centre 

Presbytery Retreat: 11-12th 

October, in Hanmer Springs  

Blenheim Garden Tour: 17 & 

18 October—contact St  

Andrew’s Blenheim 

Postal Address: Alpine Presbytery, PO Box 42120, Tower Junction Post Shop, Christchurch 8149 

www.alpinepresbytery.org 

Executive Officer, Rev Martin Stewart: 

email martin@alpinepresbytery.org; 

phone 021 308 519 

Presbytery Moderator, Rev Barry Ayers: 

email barry@alpinepresbytery.org; 

phone 021 264 9677  

Office Support, Gail Weaver:  

email gail@alpinepresbytery.org 

Office phone (03) 420 1400 

Newsletter Items 

Please share this Newsletter 

around your Parish, especially with 

members of Session/Parish  

Council and all office bearers.  

 

Details of events, or requests to be 

added to the distribution list, 

should be emailed to 

gail@alpinepresbytery.org 

 

Cut off date for next Newsletter is 

Thursday 24th September  
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This Scripture has both challenged and inspired me to tend to my own ‘inner vineyard.’ 
We spend so much time and energy meeting other’s needs, but what is the state 
of our inner world? Jesus says that ‘I am the sprouting Vine and you’re my branches. As 
you live in union with me as your source, fruitfulness will stream from within 
you.’ (John 15:5 TPT) Wow, that seems so simple, so organic, so inviting! 

Perhaps you also desire to nurture your ‘vineyard within,’ to grow deeper into the  
experience of living with Jesus as Source, then we invite you to join us for this short 
time together where we might listen, and respond to ‘Christ in us, the Hope of  
glory.’ We seek to intentionally create space to come before the Lord, listen to His 
Word afresh, and using various prayer methods (Lectio Divina, Imaginative Prayer, the 
Wonder of Creation!) to create times of stillness and reflection where we might learn 
to rest In His great Love, receive peace and hope, discerning His Voice in the midst of 
our current reality and respond as Wairua Tapu/ Holy Spirit leads. 

Venue: Hanmer Springs Forest Camp  
Dates: Sunday 11 & Monday 12 October, with optional extra session Tuesday morning. 
Sunday evening meal and Monday lunch provided. 
Registration from will be available early next week: check the website “Events” page. 
 

Annual Spring Fair 
John Knox Centre, corner King & High Streets, Rangiora, Saturday 10th October 
Selling from 10am to 2pm. 
Enjoy a Light Lunch then stock up on Baking, Preserves, Books & Jigsaws and Plants for 
your Garden. Some outside stalls too and other fun activities. 
Spring has sprung ….come join the fun!! 
 

Presbyterian Children and Families Newsletter September 2020 

Download here: Woven  
 

PCANZ: Associate Children & Families Director 
The Presbyterian Children and Families Ministry exists to see communities of faith  
inspired to share God’s big story by engaging authentically with children and families. 
They are currently advertising for an Associate Children and Families Director (0.5FTE) 
to join the team. 
Applications close: 13 October 2020 
Click here for a complete job description. For further information and to apply, contact 
Robin Humphreys, robin@presbyterian.org.nz  
 

Holding on & Letting go: Spiritual Recovery 
Sunday 11 October, 4pm-5.30pm. Koha 
At The Village Community Centre, cnr Papanui Rd and Frank St, Christchurch. 
Run by ‘Called to the Corners' (workshops on Christian spirituality) we are offering a 
space and place to acknowledge the faith hurts we carry and an opportunity to  
(re)connect with God. Discussion and an opportunity for reflection and self-guided  
activity.  
(More details on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/events/808517639888748) 
 

From the last Newsletter 
• Presbytery Gathering 
• Parish Annual Reports & Statistics 
• PLANTS 4 U @ RAKAIA—Saturday 3 October  
• The Sir Lloyd Geering Scholarship in Religion 
• Other Newsletters: 

Church Property Trustees Newsletter September 2020 
People helping People—PSUSI newsletter 

Presbytery Contact Details 

Alpine Presbytery Moderator  

Rev Barry Ayers 

barry@alpinepresbytery.org 

Phone: 021 264 9677  

Executive Officer 

Rev Martin Stewart:   

martin@alpinepresbytery.org 

Phone: 021 308 519 

Presbytery Resource Minister  

Rev Dr Darryl Tempero: 

darryl@alpinepresbytery.org 

Phone: 027 556 0055  

Resource Team Leader  

Abi Trevathan: 

abi@alpinepresbytery.org 

Phone: 027 339 6006  

Office Support : Gail Weaver 

gail@alpinepresbytery.org  

Presbytery Directory 

If you need to obtain information 

from the Presbytery Directory, 

please initially ask your Parish 

Office, as most of these have been 

given a log-on to Infoodle.  

If you do need for your own logon 

access, send your request to Gail at 

gail@alpinepresbytery.org.  

Please do bear in mind, though,  

that we need to be aware of our 

obligations under the Privacy Act. 

Alpine Presbytery  
Culture & Strategic Framework  

Click here to download this  

document, updated September 

2020 

Resources 

A selection of resources and links 

to resources to assist you with your 

work and outreach can be found 

on our website here: 

alpinepresbytery.org/resources/ 

Dropbox link for documents mentioned in this newsletter: control & click, or copy & paste the link to 

your browser: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/5k528skz4niqhgg/AABDjLatKUt2-C2reVHA6hVza?dl=0 
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