
 

Newsletter 24th September 2020 
Presbytery Retreat—11 & 12th October 2020 
Venue: Hanmer Springs Forest Camp  
Dates: Sunday 11 & Monday 12 October, with optional extra session Tuesday morning. 
Sunday evening meal and Monday lunch provided. 
Register here: https://forms.gle/AcMpBHg8k8ajiq787  

A travel subsidy is available for those who will be driving to retreat (not passengers). 
This will be made in the form of petrol vouchers. If you would like to access this please 
email Abi (abi@alpinepresbytery.org).  

Theme: Tending my Vineyard Within—Pastor Donald Scott 
In the Song of Songs the Shulamite says that her brothers had ‘appointed me guardian 
of their ministry vineyards, yet I’ve not tended my vineyard within.’  Song of Songs 1:6 
(from the Passion Translation). 

This Scripture has both challenged and inspired me to tend to my own ‘inner vineyard.’ 
We spend so much time and energy meeting other’s needs, but what is the state 
of our inner world? Jesus says that ‘I am the sprouting Vine and you’re my branches. As 
you live in union with me as your source, fruitfulness will stream from within you.’ (John 
15:5 TPT) Wow, that seems so simple, so organic, so inviting! 

Perhaps you also desire to nurture your ‘vineyard within,’ to grow deeper into the  
experience of living with Jesus as Source, then we invite you to join us for this short 
time together where we might listen, and respond to ‘Christ in us, the Hope of  
glory.’ We seek to intentionally create space to come before the Lord, listen to His 
Word afresh, and using various prayer methods (Lectio Divina, Imaginative Prayer, the 
Wonder of Creation!) to create times of stillness and reflection where we might learn 
to rest In His great Love, receive peace and hope, discerning His Voice in the midst of 
our current reality and respond as Wairua Tapu/ Holy Spirit leads. 
 

Introducing the Alpine Presbytery ‘Have a Go’ Fund 
To inspire innovative thinking and experimentation in all our churches 
$1000 is available for each of our church communities for a new innovative or  
experimental project in 2020-2021. Funds are made available from the Alpine Mission 
Fund upon receipt of an innovative application. 

Each church will have their $1000 released for projects that demonstrate a genuine 
attempt to embark on at least one of the following criteria:  

1. experimenting with new models of church and ministry 
2. helping new people find a faith-life 
3. encouraging younger people to find a place in their church 
4. reconnecting with their communities 
5. having a go at something that is innovative 

We recognise that $1000 isn’t much. That’s on purpose!   
We don’t want you to think that you have to embark on something too big and  
thereby, too hard.   
Just try something that comes from asking ‘what could we do to host our community 
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and help us connect?’ 

The fine print… 
Each congregation is encouraged to put together a team to dream up an innovative project. 
Resource people from Presbytery are available for consultation. 
The simple form to be filled in can be found on the Alpine Presbytery website:  
https://alpinepresbytery.org/alpine-mission-fund-putea-missioni/ 

The Executive Officer (martin@alpinepresbytery.org) is the contact person for further information and application 
submissions. 
  

Visiting Ellesmere 
On Sunday 20th September I had the pleasure of attending the morning service of the Ellesmere  Cooperating Church 
at Leeston. Rev Kathryn Walters (the Methodist Synod Superintendent) and I were popping by for a pastoral visit with 
the congregation as a gentle way of being alongside them and their minister Willem van der Walt, one year on from 
when his ministry began there. It's a way to offer encouragement and spot any challenges if there are any. 

It went very well: Willem (pronounced 'Villem') is 
enjoying himself and the congregation are enjoying 
him and his family. The van der Walt's arrived from 
South Africa for Willem to take up this ministry  
position, so it has been a big move. Willem's  
ministry is warm and thoughtful—people enjoy how 
well he gets them and is one of them. 

I took a photo just for fun. Willem can be seen to the 
right sitting with Kathryn. 

The congregation are a cheerful bunch and it was 
great to spend some time with them! 

Martin Stewart 
 

Land Sunday 
On 20th September 2020, Malvern Co-operating Parish held their 3rd Sunday of the month Church Service—Season of 
Creation: "Land Sunday"—at Greendale Church, this year's theme being The Spirit in Creation. Ministry Team Leader 
Lynmaree Sopoaga (Aunty Lyn) invited everyone to bring a chair and an offering from their land. Two cars even turned 
up for the church service outside in the fresh air. Cecilia Pascoe and Beryl played the cello beautifully for Land of our 
Fathers and Shalom—a poignant moment. People shared their land offerings and spoke of the significance of them. As 
folk broke a sprig of rosemary they voiced their memories of the land and soil and what it meant to them, paying 
homage to their ancestors. The reflection based on Psalm 96: 12, "Let the field 
exult and everything in it," 
resonated with the  
parishioners.  "To feel the 
lush grass underfoot,  
hearing the sheep and 
lambs bleating, and birds 
singing was such a Spiritual 
experience of Church in 
Creation, under the bluest 
canopy imaginable!" 

 
 

Photos: (left) Lynmaree speaking, with cellists Cecilia & Beryl looking on;  
(right) some of the congregation enjoying the service in the fresh air. 

 

Te Whakahoki mai i te Mate me te Mate/Reclaiming Death and Dying 
A two-part seminar series to empower individuals, and whanau/families to:  

• explore alternative ways of celebrating funerals, and honouring and farewelling our loved ones  
• support each other well through the grieving process both before and after death. 

When:  Wednesdays 21st & 28th October 10.00am-12noon 
Venue: Chapel of the Waves, New Brighton Union Church, corner of Union and Collingwood Streets, New Brighton. 
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Part one focuses on alternative ways of celebrating funerals and will be led by retired Catholic priest and former 
prison chaplain Jim Consedine, a co-founder of the Funeral Choice Collective many years ago, with extensive  
experience at planning and leading alternative funerals. 

Part two will be a free-ranging session led by Jim Consedine, Sheena Dickson (Minister of St Georges-Iona parish and 
former chaplain) and Mark Gibson (Minister of New Brighton Union & Port Hills Uniting parishes) that explores the 
challenges and privileges of supporting people who are dying; grieving well their loss following death, while also  
caring for ourselves. 

In both sessions there will be ample time for questions and further discussion. Morning tea/coffee will be provided in 
the adjacent Hospitality Room. 

A koha will be taken. All welcome. 

Organised by Te Ara Hou – a partnership of New Brighton Union, Port Hills Uniting & St Georges-Iona parishes. 
Enquiries to New Brighton Union Church office: Tel.388.9220 or nbunionparish@methodist.nz 
 

Children’s Worker (Church and Community)  
Lincoln Union Church have a newly created part time position for someone passionate about working with primary 
aged children and helping them discover and grow in following Jesus.  

This is a pioneering role with both a focus on developing and maintaining the church based children's ministry while 
also discerning and developing new work with children of the community. 

Sound interesting?  we would love to talk with you in discerning God's call into this vital area of ministry. Full details 
are available at www.seek.co.nz or by contacting Michael Schwass (michaelschwass@outlook.com) 
 

Twilight Food Fair  
Friday 9th October 2020, 4pm – 6.30pm, at St Martins Presbyterian Church, 43 St Martins Road. Christchurch 
Take away food – curry, beef or chicken; Jams, Pickles, Home Baking, Sausage Sizzle 
…. And as an added bonus – check out the St Martins Menzshed Hand Tools stall. 
A great occasion to stock up, as well as go home with your dinner already cooked. 
 

Annual Spring Fair 
John Knox Centre, corner King & High Streets, Rangiora, Saturday 10th October 
Selling from 10am to 2pm. 
Enjoy a Light Lunch then stock up on Baking, Preserves, Books & Jigsaws and Plants for your Garden. Some outside 
stalls too and other fun activities. 
 

Presbyterian Support Upper South Island  
Megan Waddington, Community Relations Advisor, has sent this through to share: 
“PSUSI is an organisation that works with vulnerable children, families and elderly people. You have probably heard of 
our organisation but how much do you know about the work we do? My role as Community Relations is , amongst 
other things, to talk to groups and parishes about our work, share insights and answer questions parishioners may 
have. 

As a social service, Presbyterian Support is at the coal-face of working with many people who find themselves in  
difficulty, could be lonely, isolated, suffering from mental health illnesses or have been affected by family harm. Our 
work is challenging but incredibly rewarding and I would enjoy sharing our stories with your parishioners. 

Unfortunately I have been unable to speak to groups because of Covid-19 restrictions, however, as these restrictions 
are easing, I am now in a position to start organising talks. Please accept as an invitation to contact me and arrange a 
suitable day and time when you would like me to speak. You can either email me or call me on 03 3638209” 
 

New books in the Hewitson Library 
Here is a new list of recent print additions to the Hewitson Library, Presbyterian Research Centre, Dunedin. This list 
includes a number of new books in the Rita Mayne England Christianity & Cultures in Asia collection. Thanks to a  
generous donation, this collection is self-funded and will continue to grow. 

If you would like to borrow books for a personal or group project, the library will mail them to you free of charge. If 
your parish is grappling with a challenge or exploring a topic they are also happy to send you a selection of books for 
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an extended time-period, with either them choosing the titles for you, or you can  
select the ones you would like from the Library catalogue.  
Email hewitson@prcknox.org.nz for details. 

Anybody can become a member of the Hewitson Library and borrow books at no cost. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Terrace Talks - Treaty Engagement  
An Opportunity to Engage with Important Issues Facing Every Community.  
Hosted by Oxford Terrace Baptist Church, Corner Oxford Terrance and Madras St, 
Central Christchurch. Free Events. All Welcome. 

Tuesday October 6th, 7.30pm: Engaging the Treaty in Community - with Special Guest 
Dave Tims from the Baptist Neighbourhood and Justice Initiative 

Tuesday 29th September 7.30pm: Engaging Unconscious Bias - with Special Guest 
Douglas Ateremu McNeill from Te Kapa Rautaki - Baptist Maori Strategy Team  
 

Other Newsletters 

• The Buzz newsletter  - from PYM 
 

From the last Newsletter 
• Moderator's Musings 
• Presbytery Gathering Report 
• Woven Presbyterian Children and Families Newsletter  
• PCANZ: Associate Children & Families Director 
• Holding on & Letting go: Spiritual Recovery 

Presbytery Contact Details 

Alpine Presbytery Moderator  

Rev Barry Ayers 

barry@alpinepresbytery.org 

Phone: 021 264 9677  

Executive Officer 

Rev Martin Stewart:   

martin@alpinepresbytery.org 

Phone: 021 308 519 

Presbytery Resource Minister  

Rev Dr Darryl Tempero: 

darryl@alpinepresbytery.org 

Phone: 027 556 0055  

Resource Team Leader  

Abi Trevathan: 

abi@alpinepresbytery.org 

Phone: 027 339 6006  

Office Support : Gail Weaver 

gail@alpinepresbytery.org  

Presbytery Directory 

If you need to obtain information 

from the Presbytery Directory, 

please initially ask your Parish 

Office, as most of these have been 

given a log-on to Infoodle.  

If you do need for your own logon 

access, send your request to Gail at 

gail@alpinepresbytery.org.  

Please do bear in mind, though,  

that we need to be aware of our 

obligations under the Privacy Act. 

Alpine Presbytery  
Culture & Strategic Framework  

Click here to download this  

document, updated September 

2020 

Resources 

A selection of resources and links 

to resources to assist you with your 

work and outreach can be found 

on our website here: 

alpinepresbytery.org/resources/ 

Dropbox link for documents mentioned in this newsletter: control & click, or copy & paste the link to 

your browser: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/5k528skz4niqhgg/AABDjLatKUt2-C2reVHA6hVza?dl=0 
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